Visual Art Instructors

The Arts Centre
Cedar Hill Recreation Centre

Jenny Ambrose and The Makehouse
Jenny Ambrose is the owner and founder of The Makehouse, a sewing
school for children and adults in downtown Victoria, in operation since 2012.
Jenny began her career as a fashion designer in the United Kingdom, where
she founded and ran an eco-fashion label Enamore for over 13 years.
Jenny’s work eventually led her into teaching, lecturing and mentoring in
cities around the south of England.
Jenny grew up in the heart of Saskatchewan watching her mother cut and
sew everything from garments to home furnishings. Jenny and her talented
crew of instructors at The Makehouse began teaching at the Arts Centre at
Cedar Hill in 2016.

Tony Bounsall
Tony has been a professional photographer for 28 years and is a photo arts
graduate (BAPA) from Ryerson Polytechnical University. He is currently on
the faculty of The Vancouver Island School of Art. Tony has also taught
classes and workshops at The Coast Collective, The Denman Island Arts
Centre, The Old School House in Qualicum Beach, MISSA, UVIC-Continuing
Studies, Camosun College-Continuing Studies and Red Deer College Series
Summer Arts School.
Tony works in many mediums including digital artwork, iphoneography,
alternative based photography, mixed media, printmaking and encaustics.
He exhibits and sells his own fine art prints and mixed media work
throughout North America.

Ken Campbell
Largely self-taught, Ken was also mentored by his father who was a
well-known painter, potter and independent filmmaker. In his early career,
Ken worked in both fine art and commercial art, including painting and
drawing, graphic design, book illustration, cartooning and art directing. Today
Ken is a full time fine artist. He works primarily in drawing and oil media in
both plein air and studio-based approaches. He uses realist techniques with
impressionist and abstract accents. His subjects include landscape, wildlife,
still life and figurative work.
From years teaching at art colleges and private atelier-style workshops Ken
developed his 'Basic Drawing series', which prepares students for fine art
drawing from life. Ken has been teaching at the Arts Centre at Cedar Hill
since 2014.

April Caverhill
Shortly after graduating from the Ontario College of Art and Design in
Toronto, April moved to Vancouver Island, and eventually to Victoria, where
she has been happily illustrating for magazines and books ever since. She
also creates paintings for solo and group shows and makes frequent forays
into three dimensional and fibre art. Her work is shown and collected in
Canada, the U.S. and Europe.
With over twenty years of teaching experience, April strives to kindle and
nuture creativity in her students, in a supportive, inclusive and fun filled
environment. April has taught classes for all ages at Cedar Hill since 2016.

Katie Dey
Katie completed a BFA in Printmaking from Dundee, Scotland before moving
to Canada. She became a Master Printer in Vancouver, and has printed for
many renowned Canadian artists. Katie has also worked as a Printmaking
technician and has taught various print classes. She has recently relocated to
Victoria and is enjoying getting to know the Victoria art community.

Hannah Gelderman
Hannah Gelderman is an artist, arts-based community organizer and an
educator. After completing her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art and Design at the
University of Alberta, Hannah went on to work with a variety of organizations
to facilitate art programs and workshops with children, youth and adults.
Hannah recently relocated to Victoria, BC where she is currently working
towards a Master of Education in Leadership Studies at the University of
Victoria. A strong believer in the transformative power art, she is energized by
how arts-based and creative practices can bring about positive change at
both individual and collective levels.
In her own practice Hannah uses paint, collage, and drawing to explore
narrative and story and in her classes she invites participants to use their
imaginations to creatively tell their stories and explore their interests through
art.

Mary Loria
Mary Loria has been a practicing potter for over 20 years. After completing a
BA in art history, she studied ceramics at Emily Carr University. Mary has
been teaching children and adults since 2009 including classes at the Art
Gallery of Greater Victoria and in private studios. She began teaching at the
Arts Centre at Cedar Hill in 2016. You can also find Mary selling her work at
outdoor markets around Victoria.

Dixie MacUisdin
Dixie’s love of painting began young, inspired by the Ottawa Valley landscape.
She earned BFA from Mount Allison University specializing in painting and
photography. She regularly shows her work through the Coast Collective Art
Centre, where she is an Associate Member.
Dixie works primarily in acrylic and watercolour. The beauty of our local
landscape inspires Dixie as she explores the versatility of her chosen
mediums and experiments with new techniques in her work. She shares her
love and knowledge of painting by instructing classes at various locations in
Victoria. For her, it is a rewarding endeavour to explore creative expression
within in a group setting.

Oona McClure
Oona brings a deep love for creative exploration and artistic communication to
her work as an art therapist, artist and educator. Oona views the art-making
process as an enriching place for imagination, inquiry, empowerment, and
relational connection.
Nurturing a relentless interest in art has led Oona to work at a variety of art
institutions and organizations across Canada. Oona lives in Victoria, BC
(Canada) and enjoys getting her hands messy with paint. Oona has been
teaching at the Arts Centre since 2016.

Renée Sala and team, Crafty Victoria
Renée Sala was born into a family of artists, crafters and builders, and she
has carried that creativity forward into her own life. She is passionate about
helping kids express their creative spark! Renée founded her home-based
studio, Crafty School of Art, in 2009, which she now shares with her music
teacher partner and their baby boy.
Renée holds a diploma in Applied Arts & Sciences from VIU and a Diploma in
Visual Arts from Camosun College. She has been teaching art to children and
adults for over 15 years in various community settings and has worked to
create large-scale art pieces with schools in the Greater Victoria area since
2009. Renée has been teaching at the Arts Centre at Cedar Hill since 2006.

Natalie Shumka
Natalie has been teaching art for over ten years. She has developed a
teaching style which offers personalized instruction on technique to each
student in her class. Natalie encourages each student to discover their style,
develop ideas for their next project, and build confidence to start and finish.
Natalie graduated with a Diploma of Fine Arts in drawing and painting from the
Victoria College of Art. She has taught art classes for early childhood, school
age children, and adults.
Natalie's artwork can be found in private collections in Canada and the United
States, and she has shown extensively throughout Victoria and the Lower
Mainland.

Marie Specht
Marie is an artist, poet, performer and teacher with over 9 years of experience
teaching art to youth. She has a diverse skill set, but is currently creating
symbolic representational and pop-surreal works primarily in acrylic paint and
mixed media.
A member of the 2016 Victoria Slam Poetry Team, Marie has extensive
experience with writing and performing spoken word, offering workshops and
has coached a youth slam poetry team. In her teaching, Marie encourages
critical thinking, creativity and technical skill while offering differentiated
instruction unique to each learner. She believes in supporting students to
discover their unique artistic vision.
Marie received her Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Calgary in
2003 and her Bachelor of Education from the University of Edmonton in 2006.
Marie has been teaching classes at Cedar Hill since 2016.

Jennifer Witvliet
Jennifer is excited to share her love of the arts with children. She is eager to
explore the exciting world of art and inspire each child to discover their unique
creativity. Jennifer is a talented multi-media artist and has been working in the
arts since 2000.
Her professional practice includes painting, illustration, design and décor,
props and lantern installations. Jennifer has been a production artist for arts
events such as Luminara Victoria and the ICA Moon Festival. She has also
been the lead artist for Enchanted Halloween since its inception in 2010,
designing and creating props, puppets and artistic installations.

Jennifer Zizman
Jennifer loves to inspire people’s creativity! She studied Fine Arts at UVic
where she obtained her BFA. She has been teaching and exhibiting her art
ever since. Teaching comes naturally to her. She has worked in various
school settings and art centres, teaching art and early childhood education.
She enjoys creating a positive, uplifting learning environment, where art
students feel free to explore their creativity and discover the magic within
themselves.
Jennifer’s artwork is full of texture and vibrant colours. She paints mostly
abstracts and energetic landscapes. Her work can be viewed in galleries, in
art shoes and on her website. In Jennifer’s classes you can expect to feel
inspired and have fun.

