“My approach to the (competition)

The District of Saanich’s 1%

themes of Family and Celebrating
100 years of Saanich was to

for Public Art Policy

discover an image or idea that
could suggest both, and remain
direct and elegant. I wanted a
sculpture that could leave an
impression with people who will
pass it by, as well as those who will
want to engage more fully with the
work. Measuring time, marking
time, and the community’s effect

encourages the creation of
new works of art to enhance

Saanich

Public

Art

public spaces throughout our
community.

on the landscape, became the
collective focus through which I
formulated my ideas.” Tyler Hodgins

RingsTyler Hodgins
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Arts Vision: Saanich as
a lively and creative
community accessible to
artists, to a broad range
of artistic expression and
to the participation of all
its residents.
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Public Art

“100 Years”

Location: Intersection of the Lochside Trail & Blenkinsop Greenway Trail

The District of Saanich believes public art to
be important for creating a sense of place as
well as a means to celebrate the centennial
year. Accordingly, in 2005 a citizen jury was
called together composed of three local artists,
three neighbourhood association
representatives and one Parks Department
staff member, to oversee the selection of a piece
of public art for the Centennial Trail. Artists
were asked to submit a proposal that
addressed the broad themes of “Family” and/
or “Celebrating 100 Years of Saanich”. Over
twenty artists submitted applications, from
which Tyler Hodgins’s proposal “Rings” was
selected. Tyler Hodgins is a local artist whose
work is primarily sculptural, and includes
video, photography, installations and public
art. His art work has been exhibited in
Calgary, Vancouver and Victoria, and is held
in both private and public collections across
Canada and the United States. Tyler makes
his home in Victoria with his wife and three
children.

“family”

T

yler’s artwork with its 100
concentric rings is meant to
suggest the lines created by the
growth of a Douglas Fir tree over a
100 year period. As the width and
contour of a tree’s rings tell a story
of its passage through time in a
particular place, the changing
nature of the sculpure’s steel rings
can also be a metaphor for the
evolving and expanding nature of a
family or community.

“community”

The placement of the sculpture at ground
level achieves the effect of making it
approachable for those passing by. Viewers
can gaze at or through, touch and even sit
in this sculptural representation of time.
In forming the artwork out of steel, the
artist wanted to create a contrast for the
viewer between the natural setting of the
artwork, and the industrial business in the
immediate area. The surrounding farming
activity in the valley also provides context
for the art work. In reference to Saanich’s
agrarian past, the steel rings have left their
mark on the concrete base the art work sits
on, as the blades of farmer’s tools would
mark the earth.
The changing shadows cast from the piece
also mark and record the passing of time.

“...measuring time, marking time, and the community’s effect on the landscape”

“nature”

