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Diversityhas existedon the SaanichPeninsulasince
longbefore the first Europeansarrivedandfor nearly
200 years, immigrants from acrossthe world have
chosento makethis areatheir home.

At Saanich,we strive to live in harmony with one
another and recognizethat our differencesare what
makeour communitystrong.

Portrait of unidentified Chinese cook
and foreman of Broadmead Farm,
taken on Chinese New Year, 1893



SongheesFirst Nations Potlachon the site of the former reserve, 
west side of the Johnson Street Bridge, 1895

In 1885, the Governmentof Canadapassedthe potlatch ban, legislationforbidding the
practice of the potlatch. The ban remained in Canadianlegal code until 1951, when
Section149wasdeletedfrom a revisionof the IndianAct. Despitethe potlatch bannever
being entirely effective with many continuing the practice underground, it did cause
significantculturaldamage.

Evidenceof FirstNationssettlementin the areanow calledSaanichdatesbackover 4,000
years. TheDistrictof Saanichlieswithin the traditional territories of the[₳ƪ ₳ƺ₳ƴpeoples
known today asSongheesand EsquimaltNations,and the ²{#b90peoplesknown today
as²Whḿ9ḿt(Tsartlip), .hṢ909b(Pauquachin), {Ṁ#¦¢² (Tsawout), ²{LṤ9a(Tseycum)
and a#[9·9ḿ(Malahat) Nations. Eachgroup formed a distinct nation within their own
territory andtheir historicalconnectionswith the landcontinueto this day.



To learn more:

άMakúk: a new history of Aboriginal-white relationsέΣ 
by John Lutz

ά{9b0h¥9bΥ ²{ṇb90 ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎέΣ ōȅ Ivan 
Morris, Earl Claxton, AdelynneClaxton, Belinda Claxton, 
and Saanich Native Heritage Society

άIndigenous Repatriation HandbookέΣ ōȅ JisgangNika
Collison, SdaahlYΩawaasLucy Bell, Lou-annNeel

άWisdom of the EldersέΣ ōȅ wǳǘƘ YƛǊƪ

Unidentified First Nations 
woman drying seaweed, 1904

Unidentified First Nations family in Sidney, 1900



In the infancyof BritishColumbia,during the time of the gold
rushandamidconcernsover annexationto the UnitedStates,
hundredsof BlacksettlersacceptedGovernorJames5ƻǳƎƭŀǎΩ
invitation to immigrateto VancouverIsland. In Saanich,many
of these pioneers became farmers and the community
regularlycametogether to build churchesandschools.

Onefamily that arrived in Saanichfrom Californiaduring this
period was Charlesand NancyAlexanderand their children,
arrivingin 1858. After finding successin the FraserRivergold
fields,Charlespurchaseda farm nearShadyCreekin Saanich,
wherethe familywould remainfor the next33years.

Top: Portrait of Charles Alexander, date unknown

Bottom: Unidentified member of the Alexander 
family riding with William Richard Pridmoreand 
Cliff Osborne at the corner of Burnside Road and 
Douglas Street, ca. 1914

The Alexanderfamily initiated and
supported the building of the
original Shady Creek Methodist
Churchand Charleswas one of its
first preachers. A carpenter by
trade, CharlesAlexanderwasalsoa
school trustee for many yearsand
was involved in the formation of
the TemperanceSociety and the
Agricultural Society. The family
later movedto the SwanLakearea
and many Alexanderdescendants
still reside on Vancouver Island
today.



To learn more:

άDo Some Great Things: The Black Pioneers of British ColumbiaέΣ 
by Crawford Killian

άColour, Class, and the Victorians: English Attitudes to the Negro in the 
Mid-Nineteenth CenturyέΣ ōȅ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ !Φ Lorimer

άIn the beauty of holiness: Shady Creek Church, 1895-1995έΣ ōȅ WƻƘƴ aŎwŀŜ



Between 1849 and 1851, an estimated 4,000
French immigrants arrived in California from
France,a portion of whom were encouragedto
come to BC because working conditions were
reported to be more favourable for gold mining
than in SanFrancisco. Althoughthe exactnumber
of French immigrants who travelled through
Victoria on their way to the gold fields of ./Ωǎ
interior is unknown, their numbers were
considerableenough that in September1858, a
French language newspaper, Le Courrier de la
NouvelleCaledoniewaslaunched.

Brothers Etienne and Alphonse Verdier were
among these early French Immigrants and were
someof the first Europeansettlerson the Saanich
Peninsula,arriving in Victoria from California in
1858. Etiennefound work driving a water cart for
GeorgeStelly, anotherPeninsulapioneer. Twoyears
later he owned the business,supplyingwater to
city residents. He married Honora Kilroy, an Irish
woman who had arrived on the Bride Ship, SS
Tynemouthin 1862. Eventually, EtienneandHonora
took up residenceon the GeorgeStelly farm near
Alphonsewho was also living there with his first
wife, Anna,daughterof another SaanichPeninsula
settler, AngusMcPhail. Etienneand IƻƴƻǊŀΩǎson
FrancisάCǊŀƴƪέlater purchasedthe originalGeorge
Stellyfarm, renamingit VerdierFarm.

Top: Portrait of Frank Verdier(Saanich Pioneer Society, F522 #1)

Bottom: Frank ±ŜǊŘƛŜǊΩǎhome on West Saanich road, ca. 1970s

To learn more: 

άFrancophone Presence in Victoria, BC: 1843-1987έΣ ōȅ 
[Ω!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴHistoriqueFrancophone de Victoria



Anothergroupof peopledrawnto VancouverIslandby the GoldRush
were Jewishmerchantswith businessconnectionsin SanFrancisco.
Theseeconomicmigrantswere at an advantageasthey were already
familiar with the cadenceof frontier life, and had experiencein the
industry from their time spent in America. From their base in
Victoria, these Jewish businessmenplayed a significant role in
developingthe wholesaleand distribution networkswhich supplied
Victoriaandthe BCinterior with a wide rangeof consumergoods.

A smaller number of Jewishminers, traders, and shopkeepersalso
ventured up the SaanichPeninsulaand into ./Ωǎinterior, but most
settled in the commercialareasof Victoriaand Vancouver. ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ
first synagogue,TempleEmanu-El,wasconsecratedin 1863at which
time,±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎpermanentJewishpopulationreachedabout250.

The decline of the gold trade in the 1870s spurred a shift in the
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎJewishdemographic. ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎJewishpopulationdeclined
and manyprominent residentsrelocatedto Vancouver. On the 1921
census,onlyonepersonin Saanichidentified asJewish.

To learn more: 

άRaincoastJews: Integration in British ColumbiaέΣ ōȅ 
Lillooet NordlingerMcDonald

ά¢ƘŜ wƛǎŜ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ 
1858ς1948έΣ ōȅ /Φ9Φ Leonoff

άA Coat of Many Colours: Two Centuries of Jewish Life in 
CanadaέΣ ōȅ LǊǾƛƴƎ Abella

British Colonist, 17 November 1860, Advertisement for 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳ IƻŦŦƳŀƴΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŘǊȅ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ

In addition to his work as a dry goods merchant, Hoffman 
was the first secretary of the Congregation Emmanuel.



In 1872, the BCLegislaturepassedthe first law to disqualifyChinesefrom voting
in provincialelections. In 1895, new legislationmade qualifyingto vote in the
federalelectiondependanton the provincialǾƻǘŜǊǎΩlist. Havingbeenstrippedof
their provincialvoting rights, this meant that ChineseCanadianslost the federal
vote too. Theydid not win backtheir right to vote until 1947when the federal
ChineseImmigrationAct,alsoknownasthe ChineseExclusionAct, wasrepealed.

ñTheChineseimmigration,which wasexpected,is beginning

to set in. About 800 Chinamenhavearrived within the last

fortnight, someof them in two vesselsfrom China direct,

othersfrom SanFrancisco. They havenearly all goneup to

themines.

Accountsfrom China say that a large immigration may be

expectedif theChinesearewell treated.

There are no distinctions made against them in these

colonies. They havethe sameprotectionasall otherpersons,

and in the mines,they areallowedthe samerights, liberties,

and privilegesas all other miners,and the greatbulk of the

populationis very glad to seethemcoming into the country.

Fearsfor theresultarethephantomsof a few nervousandill -

informedpersonsò

Quote from the Victoria correspondent 
of the London Times, May 1860. 

The protections experiencedby Chineseimmigrants in the
1860s did not last long,however. After Asiandisfranchisement
in the 1870s British Columbians changed their attitudes
towardsAsianimmigrantsfrom toleration to vigoroushostility.

In the decades after Confederation, British Columbia
undertooka campaignto restrict immigrationfrom Asiaandto
limit the activitiesof ChineseandJapaneseCanadians.

Portrait of unidentified Chinese cook and foreman of 
Broadmead Farm, taken on Chinese New Year, 1893

This is a postcard addressed to Mr. McMorran Sr.
The ƴƻǘŜ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŘƻȊŜƴ ƻǊ ǎƻ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊǎ 

were very good to us youngsters, especially at 
Chinese bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦέ



To learn more: 

ά! ²ƘƛǘŜ aŀƴΩǎ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΥ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ tƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 
and Japanese Immigrants, 1854-1914έΣ ōȅ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ Roy

Unidentified Chinese labourers working the spray rig 
on the Borden Orchard, ca. 1910s



Themostdistinctivefeatureof the Chinesecommunityin Canadaprior to WWII,was
its overwhelmingmaleness. Traditionalconcernsdiscouragedfemaleemigrationand
Canadianimmigration laws reinforced this practice. This malenesscontributed to
white suspicionsabout Chinesemorality and to complaintsthat the Chinesewere
not contributingto the developmentof BCbut were sendingtheir earningshometo
wives,families,andvillages.

Saanichresident Lum YoungChowarrived in Victoria in 1903 at the age of 18. He
beganworkingasa houseboyfor W. Jamesonof the W.A. JamesonCoffeeCompany.
Forseveralyearshe worked14 to 16 hoursa dayearning$3 a month. Eventuallyhe
savedenough money to pay for his three brothers to come to Victoria. In 1924,
wishing to go into businessfor himself he bought land on ShelbourneStreet and
establisheda greenhouse. In 1927, he marriedLeeDonGuiand in 1928, their eldest
sonEdwardLumwasborn. Edwaselectedmayorof Saanichin 1975, servingin that
role until 1978. In the 1950s, 9ŘΩǎwife RoseLee,was the first Chinesewoman to
work for the Bankof Commerce.

Lumfamily on the porch of their Shelbourne Street home (front right) 
with Young Bros. greenhouses and employees (backleft), July 1927



To learn more: 

ά¢ƘŜ hǊƛŜƴǘŀƭ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ²ƘƛǘŜ aŀƴΩǎ 
Province, 1914-1941έΣ ōȅ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ wƻȅ

άChinese Canadians: Voices from a CommunityέΣ 
by Evelyn Huang

Chinese dwelling on McMorran Farm, ca. early 1900s



While trade relationsexistedbetween First
Nations communities and white settlers
(predominantlytheIǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompany)
during the early days of the fur trade, by
the early 1900s First Nationson Vancouver
Island became increasingly marginalized,
and sufferedthe effectsof racismaswaves
of settlers descendedon the once quiet
outpost. Colonial goals of economic
progress and commercial development
pushedFirstNationsgroupsasidewith dire
consequences. Although trade with First
Nations was not totally abandoned,there
reportedly remaineda mere 30 individuals
around Victoria who regularly engagedin
businesstransactions. Of those 30 άLƴŘƛŀƴ
¢ǊŀŘŜǊǎέtwo thirds are reported to have
actuallybeenJewish,not Indigenous.

Excludedfrom ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎmerchant classes,
removed from their land and denied
sovereignty, many First Nations people
during this period joined Chinese and
Japanese immigrants as low-paid farm
labourersfor Europeanslandowners.

Photos like these offer us only a glimpse
into the livesof FirstNations,Chinese,and
Japaneselabourersduring this period and
only from the perspective of the white
settlers who took the photographs. It
ǿŀǎƴΩǘimportant to landowners to write-
down the names of their workers and so
they remainanonymous.

Geoffrey Vantreight with unidentified First Nations and Chinese 
strawberry pickers on the Vantreight Farm in Gordon Head, 1910



Top: Unidentified First Nations strawberry pickers on the Vantreight Farm in Gordon Head, 1906
Middle: Unidentified First Nations strawberry pickers on the Vantreight Farm in Gordon Head,1910
.ƻǘǘƻƳΥ ά.ŜǊǊȅ tƛŎƪŜǊǎ /ŀƳǇέ Σ DƻǊŘƻƴ IŜŀŘ όǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ±ŀƴǘǊŜƛƎƘǘ CŀǊƳύΣ 1910



Agnes Deans Cameron with an unidentified
First Nations family, 1908To learn more: 

άSongheesPictorial: A History of the SongheesPeople as 
seen by Outsiders, 1790-1912έ, by Grant Keddie

άUrbanizing Frontiers: Indigenous Peoples and Settlers 
in 19th-Century Pacific Rim CitiesέΣ ōȅ tŜƴŜƭƻǇŜ Edmunds



Between1906and 1910, a largeSikhcommunitydevelopedat the
ButchartCementPlantat Todinlet.

Theworkersat the cement plant and limestonequarry, consisting
primarily of Sikh and Chineseimmigrants, typically worked a 10
hour day,6 daysa week. If a shiparrivedat the companywharf at
night, Sikh workers were expected to unload even if they had
alreadyput in a 12 hour shift. If anyonerefusedto unloadat night,
they would not get additionalshift work or overtime.

Sikhmen in the communityworkedtogether to supporteachother.
Theywould take turns walking to the ProspectLakeStore to buy
groceries, and to nearby farms to buy chickens and eggs. A
committeearrangedthe financesfor purchaseof food andsupplies
andeachƳŀƴΩǎsharewascalculatedat the endof the month.

To learn more: 

άA History of the Sikhs of Victoria, B.C.έΣ 
by Manmohan Singh Wirk

άThe story of ButchartGardensέΣ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ

ButchartCement Plant, 1904

Despitethe supportivecommunity,
cramped communal living
conditionsleadto the spreadof TB
and other communicablediseases.
In addition, the constantdust from
coal and cement throughout the
factory led to illnesses such as
silicosis. By 1915, when the quarry
ceased production, most Sikh
workers had left Tod Inlet, and in
1921, the plant officiallyclosed.



To learn more: 

ά¢ƘŜ Gorge of Summers Gone: a History of 
Victoria's Inland WaterwayέΣ ōȅ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ Minaker

First Nations canoe race on the Gorge, 24 May 1932

By1890, Queen±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎbirthdayhadbecomea majorevent in Victoria. Themostpopular
eventof the annualMay festivitieswasthevǳŜŜƴΩǎBirthdayRegattaon the Gorge.

FirstNationscrewsmadetheir own uniquecontribution to the regattas,beginningin 1870.
Theyracedagainstone another in longwar canoesandshorterdugoutcanoes. Asmanyas
nine canoesentered a singlerace,paddlingthe full coursein about 15 minutes. Prizesfor
the successfulcrewsusuallyrangedfrom 2 to 8 dollarsper paddle.

Most competitors came from reserves in the Victoria area including Sooke, Saanich
Peninsula,and the CowichanValley. VisitingFirstNationscrewscampedalongthe shoreof
the old SongheesReservein what is now VicWest,and spentpart of their time attending
potlatchesandsunriseceremonies.



Thefirst known Japaneseimmigrant in
Canada, Manzo Nagano, arrived in
Victoria in 1877. He ran a number of
businesses in downtown Victoria,
cateringprimarily to prospectors,until
his death in 1924. Like the Chinese,
most Japaneseimmigrants to Canada
between 1877 and 1907 were young
men. The Issei (first generation)were
usually literate and most came from
fishingor farmingvillages.

In 1907, amid pervasive racism and
Asiandisfranchisementlaws,two other
Japaneseimmigrants,brothersHayato

and KensukeTakata, created /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎfirst Japanese
gardenand teahousein what is now 9ǎǉǳƛƳŀƭǘΩǎGorge
Park. At its peak, the garden and teahouse attracted
thousandsof visitors and becamea vibrant social hub
that enrichedthe livesof residentsof all backgrounds.

WhenHayatoandKensukeTakatawere forciblyuprooted
and sent to internment campsin 1942alongwith nearly
22,000 other JapaneseCanadians,local residentslooted
and destroyedthe once-treasuredsite. It took 35 years
to nurture the tea gardensand mere months to destroy
what the brothers had built, an act of racism that
severedthe TakatasΩlast tie to their adopted city. After
the war, they movedto Torontoto start over.

The Takata Japanese Garden/Zen Garden at the
HorticulturalCentreof the Pacificin Saanichisnamedfor
the Takatafamily and featurestwo Japanesemaplesthat
weresavedfrom the GorgeParkgardens.

Japanese Tea Garden, ca. 1910s



To learn more:

άDŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ tǊƻƳƛǎŜΥ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 
CommunityέΣ by Ann-Lee Switzer

Top: Sampan boat and teahouse at 
the Japanese Tea Garden, ca. 1910s

Bottom: Ayaand Toyo Ono in front of 
their house, 3157 Tillicum Road, 1940

From 1914 until 1938, Jenkichi
Nishmoto and his wife, Shimokogrew
vegetablesand strawberrieson the land
they leasedfrom the RolandFamily at
what is now 3080AlbinaStreet. Trained
asa shipwrightin Japan,Nishimotobuilt
a sampan (flat-bottomed, covered,
woodenboat),whichhe launchedin the
Gorgein 1908 to provide popular sight-
seeingtours alongthe waterway.

From the 1920s until 1942, RinzoOno
operatedthe TillicumDairy with hiswife
Tora and two daughters on land they
leasedfrom the RolandFamilyat what is
now 3157TillicumRoad.

The Nishmoto and Ono families were
among the 22,000 JapaneseCanadians
forcibly removedfrom their homesand
sent to internment campsin the interior
in 1942. After their expulsion from
Victoria, their land and homes were
leasedto a white farmer namedMcKay.
They were not able to profit from the
saleof their home or businessand had
no hometo return to after the war.


