Diversityhas existedon the SaanichPeninsulasince
long before the first Europeansarrivedandfor nearly
200 years, immigrants from acrossthe world have
chosento makethis areatheir home.

At Saanich,we strive to live in harmony with one
another and recognizethat our differencesare what
makeour communitystrong

Portrait of unidentified Chinessook
and foreman of Broadmead Farm
taken on Chinese New Yeb893

Séanich




Evidenceof FirstNationssettlementin the areanow calledSaanicldatesbackover 4,000
years TheDistrictof SaanicHieswithin the traditional territories of the [A| # 3 pegples
knowntoday as Songheesnd EsquimaliNations,andthe 2 { # b pe@plesknowntoday
as2 Wh mqTgartlip, . h S 9 qFumuachip {M¢! ¢2 (Tsawou}, 2 { L S @rseycun
anda # [ 9 {(Malaha) Nations Eachgroup formed a distinct nation within their own
territory andtheir historicalconnectionswith the land continueto this day.

w2
N

Songheeg¢irst NationgPotlachon the site of thdormer reserve,
west side of the Johnson Street Bridbfg95

In 1885 the Governmentof Canadapassedthe potlatch ban, legislationforbidding the
practice of the potlatch. The ban remained in Canadianlegal code until 1951, when
Section149wasdeleted from arevisionof the Indian Act Despitethe potlatch ban never
being entirely effective with many continuing the practice underground,it did cause

significantculturaldamage
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Unidentified First Nations family in Sidn&g00

To learn more
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Unidentifieirst Nations
woman dryingseaweed1904



In the infancyof British Columbiaduring the time of the gold
rushand amid concernsover annexationto the United States, & &
hundredsof BlacksettlersacceptedGovernorJamess 2 dz3 f | .
invitation to immigrateto Vancouversland In Saanichmany '
of these pioneers became farmers and the community
regularlycametogetherto build churchesandschools

Onefamily that arrived in Saanichfrom Californiaduring this

period was Charlesand NancyAlexanderand their children,

arrivingin 1858 After finding successn the FraserRivergold

fields, Charlespurchaseda farm near ShadyCreekin Saanich,
wherethe family would remainfor the next33years

The Alexanderfamily initiated and

supported the building of the

original Shady Creek Methodist

Churchand Charleswas one of its

first preachers A carpenter by

trade, CharlesAlexandemwasalsoa

schooltrustee for many yearsand

was involved in the formation of

the TemperanceSociety and the

Agricultural Society The family

later movedto the SwanLakearea
and many Alexanderdescendants
still reside on Vancouver Island
today.

Top: Portraitof Charles Alexander, datemknown

Bottom: Unidentified member of the Alexander
family riding with William RicharBridmoreand
Cliff Osborne at the corner of Burnside Road an
Douglas Street, c4914
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Between 1849 and 1851, an estimated 4,000
French immigrants arrived in California from
France,a portion of whom were encouragedto
come to BC because working conditions were
reported to be more favourable for gold mining
than in SanFranciscoAlthoughthe exactnumber
of French immigrants who travelled through
Victoria on their way to the gold fields of . / Qa
interior is unknown, their numbers were
considerableenough that in September1858 a
French language newspaper, Le Courrier de la
NouvelleCaledonievaslaunched

Brothers Etienne and Alphonse Verdier were
among these early French Immigrants and were
someof the first Europeansettlerson the Saanich
Peninsula,arriving in Victoria from Californiain
1858 Etiennefound work driving a water cart for
GeorgeStelly anotherPeninsulgpioneer Twoyears
later he owned the business,supplyingwater to
city residents He married Honora Kilroy, an Irish
woman who had arrived on the Bride Ship, SS
Tynemouthn 1862 EventuallyEtienneand Honora
took up residenceon the GeorgeStellyfarm near
Alphonsewho was also living there with his first
wife, Anna,daughterof another SaanichPeninsula
settler, AngusMcPhail Etienneand | 2 y 2 Blah Q
Francisa C NJlayei péirchaseahe original George
Stellyfarm, renamingit VerdierFarm
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To learn more

oFrancophone Presence in Victoria, B8431987% >~ 0 e Top: Portrait of Frankerdier(Saanich Pioneer Societ2R#1)
[ Q! a a 2|—[ﬁ;foﬂiqﬁeﬁr&nyfophone d&/ictoria Bottom: Frank: S NR Ho®e\NdR West Saanich road, 4870



| NEW ADVERTISEMENTS. |

'NEW DRY GOODS. |

B8 YR SRR L R SR
Anothergroupof peopledrawnto Vancouveislandby the GoldRush ?\V:l'nlwlmg,oodg,
were Jewishmerchantswith businessconnectionsin SanFrancisco o e b B b
Theseeconomicmigrantswere at an advantageasthey were already Silk Velvet Mantillas,
familiar with the cadenceof frontier life, and had experiencein the LAYERE ARY L
industry from their time spent in America From their base in | &0 B o, o
Victoria, these Jewish businessmenplayed a significant role in Victorines, Muffs aud Cuffs, {
developingthe wholesaleand distribution networks which supplied PISHAWLS. Wit :*i.‘n‘cﬁ&?'it‘?ax‘likﬂl‘ii‘--f‘é‘nfi‘r'u‘c‘f.‘.““;
Victoriaandthe BCinterior with awide rangeof consumergoods il st

We wonld ){nrllcnlurl_\‘ linpress upon the minds off
the Jadics of Victorin and Vancouver Inlaud, that we |

A smaller number of Jewishminers, traders, and shopkeepersalso | ks o Heretwnd no o
ventured up the SaanichPeninsulaand into . / [@t&rior, but most S1lln IO MmO

Ever offered wm this Market, consisting of Brocade,

settled in the commercialareasof Victoriaand Vancouver+ A Q@ 2 M “siiiksie ot boie™
first synagogueTempleEmanuEl, was consecratedn 1863at which Popling, Duiainds aud. Liaide.
time, £ A O U geNdFare@lFewishpopulationreachedabout250. EMBROIDERIES

Is unsurpnssed on the Pacific Coast, such as Scts of
Vallencien Lace, French, Scoteh and Swiss Embrol-
dered Collars und Sleeves, and also Edgings, Inser-

The decline of the gold trade in the 1870 spurred a shift in the tions wed Oiripus: Our eiovtovaat ol
Domestic & Staple Dry Goods

LINE & Aghileieénsographic+ A O (i 2elNiBhpouiiationdeclined o st complte, mong whicl I the bk e,

French nud Shaxer FLANNEL

and many prominent residentsrelocatedto VancouverOnthe 1921 Ladies' Hoslery and Gloves
censuspnly one personin Saanichdentified asJewish i Pl s ARG S SPREATA,

SHEETINGS, CARPETS, MATTINGS and
IL CLOTUS, fine French
FAMILY BLANEKETS,
104, 1144 nnd 12-4.

We invite the public to examine oar Stock. and
promise to give satisiaction to the most lustidious
tnstes, nys well with regard to quality ns to economy.

We charge but a slight advance on Manu-
facturing Pricex,

We have, in adidition to the above, an elegant as-
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A T Chineseémmigration,which wasexpectedjs beginning
to setin. About 800 Chinamenhave arrived within the last
fortnight, some of them in two vesselsfrom China direct,
othersfrom SanFrancisco They havenearly all goneup to
themines

Accountsfrom Chinasay that a large immigration may be
expectedf the Chinesearewell treated

There are no distinctions made against them in these
colonies They havethe sameprotectionasall otherpersons,
andin the mines,they are allowedthe samerights, liberties,
and privilegesas all other miners,and the greatbulk of the
populationis very glad to seethem cominginto the country
Fearsfor theresultarethe phantomsof a few nervousandill -
informedp er sons o

Quote from the Victoria correspondent |,
of the London TimesMiay 1860.

Portrait of unidentified Chinese cook and foreman ¢

The protections experiencedby Chineseimmigrantsin the Broadmead Farm, taken on Chinese New Y8813
18605 did not lastlong, however After Asiandisfranchisement Thisis a postcard addressed to Mr. McMorrén
in the 1870 British Columbianschanged their attitudes They 2 U S Nfa't' RaY O‘t¢ KS R?”' :
.. . . . - were verygood to us youngsters, especially a
towards Asianimmigrantsfrom toleration to vigoroushostility. Chinesd §6 S| N&

In the decades after Confederation, British Columbia
undertooka campaigno restrictimmigrationfrom Asiaandto
limit the activitiesof Chineseand Japanes€anadians

In 1872 the BCLegislaturepassedhe first law to disqualifyChinesdrom voting
In provincialelections In 1895 new legislationmade qualifyingto vote in the
federalelectiondependanton the provinciald 2 (i BstNHagingbeenstrippedof
their provincialvoting rights, this meantthat ChineseCanadiansost the federal
vote too. Theydid not win backtheir right to vote until 1947 when the federal
ChinesémmigrationAct, alsoknownasthe ChinesdexclusiorAct, wasrepealed
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Unidentified Chinese labourers working the spray rig
on theBorden Orchard, c4910s

To learn more

a 2 KAGS alyQa t NPOAYOSY . NAGAAK [/ 2fdzYoAl t2fA0AOALI
and Japanese Immigrants8541914 > 06 & Roby i NRA OA |




Themostdistinctivefeature of the Chinesecommunityin Canadaprior to WWII,was
its overwhelmingmaleness Traditionalconcernsdiscouragedemale emigrationand
Canadianimmigration laws reinforced this practice This malenesscontributed to
white suspicionsabout Chinesemorality and to complaintsthat the Chinesewere
not contributingto the developmentof BCbut were sendingtheir earningshometo
wives,families,andvillages

Saanichresident Lum YoungChowarrived in Victoriain 1903 at the age of 18. He
beganworkingasa houseboyfor W. Jamesorof the W.A. JamesorCoffeeCompany
Forseveralyearshe worked 14 to 16 hoursa day earning$3 a month. Eventuallyhe
savedenough money to pay for his three brothers to come to Victoria In 1924
wishingto go into businessfor himself he bought land on ShelbourneStreet and
establisheda greenhouseln 1927, he married LeeDonGuiandin 1928 their eldest
son EdwardLumwasborn. Edwaselectedmayor of Saanichn 1975 servingin that
role until 1978 In the 19505, 9 R Qife RoselLee,was the first Chinesewoman to
work for the Bankof Commerce

Lumfamily on the porch of their Shelbour8&eethome {ront right)
with Young Broggreenhouses andmployeesk{ackleft), July1927



- A g =3
T A 5 d

Chinese dwelling on McMorran Farm, ca. eafl90s

To learn more

@ KS hNASYGlf vdzSal
Provincel9141941% > o0e t | O

al yQ&

N Ny
<
Qx
No
>
TJ¢
(@8
>
<
L
N
A
>
(@
w»

(
oChinese Canadians: Voices from a Commdirity
by EvelynHuang



While trade relations existedbetween First
Nations communities and white settlers

(predominantlythe | dzR & BayCd&pany)
during the early days of the fur trade, by
the early 1900s First Nationson Vancouver
Island became increasingly marginalized,
and sufferedthe effects of racismaswaves
of settlers descendedon the once quiet
outpost Colonial goals of economic
progress and commercial development
pushedFirst Nationsgroupsasidewith dire
consequences Although trade with First
Nations was not totally abandoned,there
reportedly remaineda mere 30 individuals
around Victoria who regularly engagedin

......

businesstransactions Of those 30 & L y R A T

¢ NJ R ®vblEhigds are reported to have
actuallybeenJewishnot Indigenous

Excludedfrom + A O (i 2ndidhantriasses,
removed from their land and denied
sovereignty, many First Nations people
during this period joined Chinese and
Japanese immigrants as low-paid farm
labourersfor Europeandandowners

Photos like these offer us only a glimpse
Into the lives of First Nations,Chineseand

Japanesdabourers during this period and
only from the perspective of the white
settlers who took the photographs It
g | & yrpartant to landownersto write-
down the namesof their workers and so
they remainanonymous

8M(sm g’ih. ‘ ’«A
Geoffrey Vantreight W|th unidentifigéirst Nations and Chinese
strawberry pickers othe Vantreight Farnm Gordon Headl910




Top: Unidentifiedrirst Nations strawberry pickers on the Vantreight Farm in Gdnsaal, 1906
Middle: Unidentified First Nations strawberry pickers on the Vantreight Farm in Gblelail 910
2002YY . SNNE t AO]TSNE [/ FYLE 1902 NR2Y | SIR




Agnes Deans Cameron with an unidentified

To learn more First Nations family1 908

dSonghee®ictorial: A History of th8onghee®eople as
seen by Outsiderd 7901912, by GraniKeddie

dUrbanizing Frontiers: Indigenous Peoples ang Se}tlers X
in 19"-Century Pacific Rim CitieX 0 & Edndrsl§ 2 LIS




Betweenl1906 and 1910 a large Sikhcommunity developedat the
ButchartCementPlantat Todinlet.

Theworkers at the cement plant and limestone quarry, consisting
primarily of Sikh and Chineseimmigrants, typically worked a 10
hour day, 6 daysa week If a ship arrived at the companywharf at
night, Sikh workers were expectedto unload even if they had
alreadyput in a 12 hour shift. If anyonerefusedto unloadat night,
they would not get additionalshift work or overtime.

Sikhmenin the communityworkedtogetherto supporteachother.

Theywould take turns walkingto the ProspectLake Storeto buy
groceries, and to nearby farms to buy chickensand eggs A
committee arrangedthe financesfor purchaseof food and supplies
andeachY | ysQarewascalculatedat the end of the month.

Despitethe supportivecommunity,
cramped communal living
conditionsleadto the spreadof TB
and other communicablediseases

In addition, the constantdustfrom [ttt &840 |1
coal and cement throughout the [ | (A8 A
factory led to illnesses such as ' 3
silicosis By 1915 when the quarry S B! R & b o
ceased production, most Sikh [EECEEC e SEETN L AN, BV < et e
workers had left Tod Inlet, and in [ e > s

1921, the plant officially closed

To learn more &y
12

OA History of the Sikhs of Victoria, B.C.
by Manmohan SinghVirk ButchartCement Plant, 1904

GThe story oButchartGardens = o6& 51 @S t NBadGz2y




By1890 Queen+ A O (i Birdh#lay h@dbecomea major eventin Victoria Themost popular
eventof the annualMay festivitieswasthe v dzS SByftlidayRegattaon the Gorge

FirstNationscrewsmadetheir own unique contribution to the regattas,beginningin 187Q
Theyracedagainstone anotherin long war canoesand shorter dugoutcanoes Asmanyas
nine canoesentered a singlerace, paddlingthe full coursein about 15 minutes Prizesfor
the successfutrewsusuallyrangedfrom 2 to 8 dollarsper paddle

Most competitors came from reservesin the Victoria area including Sooke Saanich
Peninsulaandthe CowichanValley VisitingFirstNationscrewscampedalongthe shore of

the old Songheedfkeservan what is now Vic West, and spent part of their time attending

potlatchesand sunriseceremonies

Flrst Natlons canoe race on the Gorg¢May 1932

To learn more

G ¢ K&geof Summers GoneHistory of
Victoria's Inland Waterway> 06 & Mmakef y A a



Thefirst known Japanesemmigrantin
Canada, Manzo Nagano, arrived in
Victoria in 1877. He ran a number of
businesses in downtown Victoria,
catering primarily to prospectors,until |,
his death in 1924 Like the Chinese, i
most Japanesammigrantsto Canada |
between 1877 and 1907 were young | .
men. The Issei(first generation)were
usually literate and most came from
fishingor farmingvillages

In 1907, amid pervasive racism and
Asiandisfranchisementaws,two other
Japanes@mmigrants,brothers Hayato
and Kensuke Takata created / I y I Rrbt Japanese [
gardenand teahousein what isnow 9 & lj dzA @drde i ¢
Park At its peak, the garden and teahouse attracted b
thousandsof visitors and becamea vibrant social hub
that enrichedthe livesof residentsof all backgrounds

WhenHayatoand Kensukelakatawere forcibly uprooted
and sentto internment campsin 1942 alongwith nearly
22,000 other JapaneseCanadianslocal residentslooted
and destroyedthe oncetreasuredsite. It took 35 years [/ &
to nurture the tea gardensand mere monthsto destroy [ BESETRE v Gwn £ ——
what the brothers had built, an act of racism that Vroe /-2 [
severedthe Takata$)ast tie to their adopted city. After
the war, they movedto Torontoto start over.

The Takata Japanese Garden/Zen Garden at the
Horticultural Centreof the Pacificin Saanichs namedfor
the Takatafamily and featurestwo Japanesenaplesthat
were savedfrom the GorgeParkgardens

Japanese Tea Gardara.1910s



From 1914 until 1938 Jenkichi
Nishmoto and his wife, Shimoko grew
vegetablesand strawberrieson the land
they leasedfrom the RolandFamily at
what is now 3080 Albina Street Trained
asa shipwrightin JapanNishimotobuilt
a sampan (flat-bottomed, covered,
woodenboat), which he launchedin the
Gorgein 1908to provide popular sight
seeingtours alongthe waterway

From the 19205 until 1942 RinzoOno
operatedthe TillicumDairy with hiswife
Tora and two daughterson land they
leasedfrom the RolandFamilyat what is
now 3157TillicumRoad

The Nishmoto and Ono families were
amongthe 22,000 JapaneseCanadians
forcibly removedfrom their homesand
sentto internment campsin the interior
in 1942 After their expulsion from
Victoria, their land and homes were
leasedto a white farmer namedMcKay
Theywere not able to profit from the
sale of their home or businessand had
no hometo return to after the wa.

Top:Sampan boat and teahouse at
To learn more the Japanese Tea Garden, £810s
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Communityg By AnnLeeSwitzer their house3157Tillicum Road] 940




