Cuthbert Holmes Park

Habitat & Trail Map ; This park is named in honour

of Major H. Cuthbert Holmes
(1890-1968) who was a leading
advocate of planning for future
public amenities throughout the
Capital District. He was especially
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Estuary Habitat occurs where the salt water of Portage Inlet
meets the fresh water of Colquitz Creek. It provides valuable
food and habitat for migrating geese, ducks and shorebirds as
well as the resident populations of great blue herons and belted
kingfishers. Small mammals such as raccoons and river otters
feed on the plants, shellfish and fish that thrive in the estuary.

Hedgerow/Abandoned Field Habitats are the remnants of
farming activity which has ceased. Since mowing and grazing of
cleared land has stopped various shrubs and trees such as broom,
rose, blackberry, hawthorn and alder have invaded the open
clearings or meadows. Hawthorn hedgerows mark old fence
lines and boundaries.

Mixed Woodland Habitat is a forest dominated by a mixture of
native and introduced deciduous and coniferous trees in various
stages of succession. Sun loving Garry oaks are being surrounded
by the expanding fringe of the conifers. Short lived ‘pioneer” tree
species such as alder and aspen quickly invade the wooded edges
and shrubs such as roses, ocean spray, red osier dogwoods and black-
berries grow in dense thickets, providing protective bird habitat.

3 Coniferous Forest Habitat is a pocket of wilderness in the
RESIDENTIAL ity - cool, dark, and damp with a hint of mystery. It is an
RESIDENTIAL intricate association of plant and animal communities that
o represents the ‘climax’ of plant community succession in this
part of BC. There are trees in all stages of growth and decay.
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