Neighbourhood Tlmelme
. |Quadra

Ellen Elizabeth and Alice Mary Girling
sitting on the shores of Swan Lake, ca. 1912 (PQSBO5)

The Quadraneighbourhoodwe know today was created through subdivisionof the early
farmsthat hadbeencut from denseforest.

Duringthe early period of Europeansettlement, the CedarHill area (includingwhat is now
GordonHead,UVicCampuslansdowneMount Tolmie,CedarHill Golf Course and the slope
borderedby CookStreet, QuadraStreet,and McKenzieAvenue)was calledCedarPlainsafter
the tall treesthat coveredthe area

Prior to Europeansettlement, this fertile region was used by the [Al A3 &2 { #b 90
peoplesfor hunting and food gathering Portionsof CedarHill Road,CedarHill CrossRoad,
and SaanictRoadwere likely built over existingFirstNationstrails.

Produced by Saanich Archives, July 202_
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Information depicted is conceptual and generalized.
Boundaries are approximate and may not be consistent
with actual property lines or geographical features. For
clarification and interpretation, please consult with the
Saanich Planning Department.

Saanich Official Community PROD8 Map22 Local Areas



The District of Saanich lies within the
traditional territories of the [A #A 3 &nd
{ 9 b 0 h 3p6akingpeoples Evidenceof
First Nations settlement in the area now
called Saanichdatesbackover 4,000 years
The[Al # 3 peyplesare made up of two
nations, the Songhees and Esquimalt
Nations The? { # b pedplesare madeup
of five nations 2 Wh m9 (isartlip,

h S 9 @Pauguachihn {M# ¢2 (Tsawouyj,
2 { L S@seycumanda # [ 9 (Malghai
Nations Eachnation had its own territory
and travelled freely over the land, hunting,
fishing, and gathering resources The
[Al A3 #Aaid 2 { # b 9p@oples have
historical connectionswith the land which
continueto this day.

1845

The first Europeansettlement in Saanichwas North
Dairy Farm one of the three original | dzR & Bay¢
Companyfarms, establishedin approximately1845 to
_| supplyFort Victoriawith farm produce CedarHill Cross
44 Road, which began as a trail used by First Nations,
4 headed inland from Cadboro Bay and was used by
= Europeansettlersto connectUplandsFarmat Cadboro
Baywith North DairyFarm

One of the oldest survivingstructuresin Saanichis a
small two-story house at 3926 Quadra Street built
around 1875 In 1889 North Dairy Farm was
subdivided,and this houseand 460 acreswere sold to
W. Brownand the PugetSoundAgriculturalCompany(a
subsidiaryof | dzR & Bay Q@mpany) Between 1891
and 1946 the land was further subdivided several
times.

In 1918 a 10 yearleasewas grantedto Saanichby the
T district managerof the | dzR a Bay Qampanyto use
Above : Old HBC barn on Borden property lot 37 of North Dairy Farm (near the corner of

(present site of Reynolds Schatdjl & (1980008005 BlenkinsopRoadand PersimmorDrive)for aquarry.
Below:3926Quadra Street]l970s (1980011-005)
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Between1850and 1854, JamedDouglas ChiefFactorand later Governorof the HudsonBayCompanycolony
on Vancouvellsland,signedtreatieswith 14 Indigenousgroups Thesedocumentsare often referredto asthe

G C 2VNfbria¢ NB | Grih8@ % 2 dz8 NB B.ddm8Bauglagid not explicitlyusethe word treaty in these
agreements put a SupremeCourtdecisionruled that these agreementswere and remain valid treaties since
Douglas,who was acting as an agent of the Crown at the time, arranged them with the Indigenous
peoples First Nations assert that their ancestorsunderstood these as peace treaties or agreementsof

cohabitation of the land The British, however, interpreted the treaties as purchase agreements that

surrenderedlandsnear HudsonBayCompanypostsin exchangdor reservelands,the continuedright to hunt

andfish,andaone-time payment

Thetreaty that coversthe areatoday known as Quadrawas signedby 20 membersof the Kosampsortribe
whoseprimary settlementwas centeredaround CraigflowerParkon AdmiralsRoad Thetreaty referredto the
land & 2 tife eastsideof the arm, enclosingChristmadHill and Lakeand the landswest of thoseobjects€ The
conditionsof the treaty state & (I Kot tiillage sitesand enclosedields are to be kept for our own use,for the
useof our children,and for thosewho may follow after usandthe land shallbe properlysurveyedereatfter It
Is understood,however,that the land itself, with these small exceptionspecomesthe entire property of the
white peopleforever; it isalsounderstoodthat we are at liberty to hunt overthe unoccupiedands,andto carry
on our fisheriesas formerly. We havereceived,as payment,fifty-two poundsten shillingssterlingé (Full text
availableonlinethroughlIndigenousServiceanada)



1850s

An early Europeanand-ownerin the QuadraareawasJohnWork.
In addition to his propertiesin GordonHead,he owned sections
42 and 43; this wasthe landto the eastof WilliamFraser¢ 2 f Y ;
CloverdaleFarm, where Cedar Hill Park is now located Work
calledhisfarm HillsideFarm

The Daily Britisolonist11 Februaryl862

1852

SwanLakeis likely either namedafter

geologist John Gilchrest Swan or

JamesSwan,a selftaught ethnologist

\ e who visited Victoriafrom Washington
;e 1652

The lake was formed over 12,000
years ago when the last glacier
receded Prior to and well into the
earlyyearsof Europearsettlementin
| the area, Swan Lake and its
surroundingdfertile land were usedby
W[ # b @td [A] # 3 pepplesfor
fishingandhunting.

Overa hundredspeciesof plantswere knownand
used for food, medicines,and weaving The lake
and streamsprovided a variety of fish, caughtby
trolling, jigging, spearing, and wooden basket
traps. All varietiesof large birds were hunted and
their eggscollected Deer were plentiful around
the lake area, providing an important source of
food andclothing

Above: View of Swan Lake from Christmas Hill1830(2008-025-665)
Below: View across Swan Lake,@20(20080250176



