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Above: Aitkens family farm looking east 
from TorquayDrive, 1938 (2018-014-001)

Below: The park at Mount Douglas beach, 
1920s (2015-002-002)



1910
William Williamsonwasalsoresponsiblefor successfullycontracting
GordonIŜŀŘΩǎfirst rural mail route. 6 days a week, Williamson
travelledto the maincity officeandpickedup four sacksof mail,one
eachfor the LakeHill, Mount Tolmie,and GordonHeadoffices,and
the fourth for the rural route. At 6 am he harnessedBlaze,Teddy,or
Busterfor the drive to Victoria. On the outward run, deliveryat the
LakeHill andMount Tolmieofficescamefirst, then acrossCedarHill
CrossRoadto the southernmostend of GordonHeadRoadfor the
start of his route. Those who wished the convenient personal
deliveryhadto purchasea galvanizedmetal mail boxand install it at
the gatewayto their farm. Williamsonthen stoppedat the Gordon
headoffice to deliver its sackof mail, then down Tyndallto stop at
home for lunch. While William was on the mail route, his wife
WilhelminaάaƛƴƴƛŜέandsonsJohnC. άWŀŎƪέandWilliamJr. ran the
store. In 1913, JackandWilliam Jr. took over the route and in 1915,
they tradedin the horsefor anautomobile.

The longest-serving Gordon Head mailman was Jack Lowe who
worked the route for 21 years. Then,around 1955, the rural route
came to an end when street numbersand door to door delivery
madethe mail run unnecessary.

1909
William Williamson openedGordonIŜŀŘΩǎ
first grocery store in 1909 beside the
driveway at his Tyndall Avenue home. He
sold the business to Mr. and Mrs. John
Sadler in 1918, at which time the small
building was moved north on the property
and dwelling quarters added. With the
Sadlers came the added convenience of
havingthe grocer call at ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΩhomes
twice a week for orders, these being
delivered later that same day. At first, the
groceries came by wagon, later by
Chevrolet. When Mrs. Sadlerwas widowed
she hired two young men, Billy Tuckerand
AlecPearson,to drive the truck. A gasoline
pump was later added out front. The store
went throughseveralownersandwasstill in
operationin 1975.
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Middle: Daily Colonist, 2 December 1915
Below: Jack Williamson and 1915 Ford used for the mail service (2020-002-039)



1911
Mary andFrancisAitkensarrivedin GordonHeadin 1911with their two eldestchildren
(youngestdaughterborn later) and settled on a farm on TyndallAvenue. In 1943, their
eldest daughterAlice Maude Aitkens married Henry Hope, then a real estate agent.
Maude,with the help of family members,ran a seriesof businessesduringher lifetime.
She had a wholesale bulb businesscalled Victoria Bulb Growers Ltd, which sold
daffodils,hyacinthsandgladiolas. After WWII,sheran Hilltop BulbFarm,andfrom 1950
to 1978, she operated a bridal flower businesscalled Country Gardensfrom the
Aitkensfamilyproperty, in partnershipwith Marjorie Goodwin(neeWatson).

Above: Alice Maude Aitkens on Tyndall Ave Property, ca. 1924 (2015-031-013)

Middle: Charles and Alice Maude Aitkens in front of newly planted fruit trees on 
Aitkens farm, ca. 1912 (2015-031-160)
Below: Dwelling of Chinese worker Lee on Aitkens farm, 1930s (1981-002-002a)



1913
In 1851, Johnand JessieIrvine arrived in Victoria on
TheToryasservantsof the IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompany. In
1862, they acquiredabout 300 acresin the CedarHill
areathat they namedRoseBankFarm. JohnJr., known
asά[ƻƴƎGunWŀŎƪέwasborn shortlybefore the family
movedto RoseBank. At age16, he beganworkingin a
grocery store/saloon, and when he was earning
enoughto supporta family,he marriedAliceWhitaker
in 1883. In the late 1880s, they rented BraefootFarm
from the Tolmie family and ran a dairy for 20 years.
Jackthen workedasa road foremanfor the Districtof
Saanich for 21 years, and during this time, he
supervisedthe buildingof ShelbourneStreet in 1915.
Around1913, he and Alicebuilt a houseon CedarHill
Road in Gordon Head which they named Mount
Thule. After !ƭƛŎŜΩǎdeath in 1939, Jack moved to
CordovaBay where he completed his memoir Early
Victoria: Reminiscencesof JackΨ[ƻƴƎDǳƴΩIrvineat the
ageof 80. JackIrvinedied in 1948.

Above: Mount Thule house, 1910s 
(2008-008-036)

Left: Jack and Alice Irvine, before 1939 
(2011-024-154)

1913
In addition to operating Gordon IŜŀŘΩǎfirst
grocery store and mail route, the home of
William Williamsonwasalsothe site of Gordon
IŜŀŘΩǎfirst telephone office. The neighbours
had applied to get a telephone service and,
thanks to one man offering to pay double the
fee, they had just enough subscribersto open
the office. Thetelephoneoffice openedin 1913
and had one switchboard with ten lines.
Williamson was the agent for the telephone
companyandhisdaughtersworkedin the office.
On 1 June1924a new telephoneoffice opened
at the corner of Feltham Road and Tyndall
Avenue serving 97 telephones. ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ
daughtersAlixenaόά.ŜŜέύandAgnes, wereboth
employed at the new telephone office. Bee
worked as a telephone clerk for her entire
career. Shedied in 1992at the ageof 89.Left to right: Bee, Ruby, Edith (nee Spouse, married to Jack), and Minnie Williamson, ca. 1920 

(2020-002-016)



1915
Strawberrieshadbeena popularcrop for GordonHead
farmers since the 1890s when word got around that
W.C. Grantwasearningmuchmore for hisberries than
his neighbourswere earning for their cordwood. As
more land was cleared,more farmers turned to this
profitable crop. Thisshift also resulted in the valueof
the land increasingfrom around$5 per acreto $25-30
per acreby the end of the 1890s. By1914, production
got so far ahead of demand that growers were
receiving only $1.56 per crate, so in 1915 Thomas
Walker, a businessmanand farmer who owned land
nearǘƻŘŀȅΩǎSanJuanand SanPedroAvenues,started
the Gordon Head Fruit-DǊƻǿŜǊǎΩAssociation. The
cooperative managed to stabilize the market by
regulatingpricing, but it was not until 1926 that 100
percent of the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎfruit growerswere members.
ThomasWalkerwas the ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎfirst presidentand his
boardof directorswasmadeup of GeoffreyandSidney
Vantreight, George Watson, F.E. Aitkens, William
Tucker,andH.H. Grist. Thefollowingyear,W.T. Edwards
andA.E. Cameronalsojoined.

Saanich representatives of the Fruit Growers Association on Parliament building steps, 
1915 (1983-011-003)

Pictured: John Fullerton (hand in coat), W.T. Edwards(hand in pocket), Geoffrey
Vantreight(4th row from front, next to building),Mr. Somers(roundfacedman near
Vantreight),Mr. Watson(7th from Vantreight),Mr. Grist (with peak cap near lamp
post), SidneyVantreight (next to Grist),Mr. Aitkens(2nd from right from Grist),Mr.
Evans(in front of Aikens),Mr. Strachan(extremeright).

1917
Constructionon the branchof the Canadian
Northern PacificRailway(later the Canadian
National Railway)from Victoria to Patricia
Baynear Sidneybeganin 1913but was not
completed for several years due to delays
causedby World War I. Theline wasopened
for freight andpassengerserviceon 30 April
1917. When the Victoria & SidneyRailway
closedin 1919, businessesin Sidneyfound
themselveswithout a direct rail connection
to Victoria, so in December 1919 an
agreement was reached for the CNR to
purchasethe BazanBay-Sidneysection. The
passengerservicewas withdrawn in 1921,
but freight lines continued to be expanded
into southernVancouverIslandwell into the
1930s. By the early 1980s, most trackshad
beenabandoned.

CNR tracks from Vernon Avenue to Mount Douglas, 1960s (1984-003-033)



1916
ShelbourneStreet, today a major
artery, began life as a narrow,
somewhat insignificant road to
market for the early farmers of
GordonHead. By1912, settlement
in Gordon Headwas growing and
farmers needed a good road to
transport their produce to market
in Victoria.

In 1915, constructionstarted on a
thoroughfare that would extend
from Cedar Hill Road at Mount
Douglas Park to connect with
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎShelbourneStreet south
of Cedar Hill Cross Road.
ShelbourneStreetofficiallyopened
in Saanichin November1916.

Opening of Shelbourne Street, 1916 (1984-008-007)

Construction of Shelbourne Street through Todd farm, ca. 1915 (1980-017-002)



1915
William Trevelick Edwards sent his first
shipmentof daffodils to Calgaryfrom hishome
on FerndaleRoadin 1915. Edwardsstartedasa
fruit grower in GordonHead,but later sent to
his brother for a shipmentof bulbs from their
home farm in England. His first sales of
daffodils were to local florists like A.J.
²ƻƻŘǿŀǊŘΩǎFortStreetstore.

By the autumn after his first shipment to
Calgary, the daffodil industry was booming.
Other farmers hearing of this soon became
flower growerstoo. By the 1920s, the Victoria
directories showed that many Gordon Head
fruit growers had changedtheir category to
flower grower. One of those early flower
producers was Geoffrey Vantreight, whose
descendantscontinued to farm daffodils into
the 21st century.

1916
The first meeting of the Gordon Head Athletic Club was held at the Gordon Head
CommunityHall on 31 May 1916. W.T. EdwardswaspresidentandMrs. Marie McNaughton
secretary. The athletic organizationwas founded earlier that year and one of the ŎƭǳōΩǎ
offerings wastwice-weekly swimming lessonsgivenby Edwardsat MargaretBay. Edwards
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(1980-006-004)

Middle: W.T. Edwards, ca, 1920 (1980-006-031)

Below: Swim meet, probably at Margaret Bay, early 1900s 
(2014-008-094)

was also the leader of the Sea Scouts
duringthe heydayof the Club.

Mrs. McNaughton can be credited with
starting the Athletic Club, and along with
DorothyBeales, shewasalsothe leaderof
the first companyof Girl Guidesin Gordon
Head. TheGordonHeadAthletic/ƭǳōΩǎfirst
project was to construct tennis courts
behindthe new two-room school.

GeorgeWatson, a Gordon Head resident
who was active in municipal affairs,
providedsinginglessonsat the Community
Hall, and student concerts held there
helped raise money for the Red Cross
duringWWI.

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ !ƴƴ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
of the Gordon Head Athletic Club served as the principal source for this section. 
Read more at https://stephanieannwarner.com/ 
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1919
In 1918, Edward Raperand his wife Sarah(nee Rippon)bought
property at what later becamethe north end of the University
HeightsShoppingCentre near HopesmoreDrive. Someof their
land had once been part of PeteraŜǊǊƛƳŀƴΩǎ19th century dairy
farm. In 1919, they moved into the housethat had been built in
1890at 3990CedarHill Road. Overtime, Edwardcontinuedto buy
more property and soon had enoughacreagefor a herd of 60
cattle. He sold hisown milk
by travelling the neighbour-

1920s
Prior to the 1920s, pioneerswho owned large tracts along the seafrontnear
CormorantPoint were content to allow the children of the district accessto
the beachthrough their property, but an increasingpopulation made this a
burden and local children were finding old paths closed. To create accessto
the widely-used Margaret Beach, Dr. Kenneth Campbellpurchasedpart of
SarahCƛƴƭŀȅǎƻƴΩǎproperty, which had been owned by her ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎfamily
since1858, and set asidea strip of land extendingfrom FerndaleRoadto the
seafor publicuse. Thislater becameBalmaccaraRoad.

Above: Raperfarmhouse, 1972 (1984-010-005)
Right:Mrs. E.T. Raperand family, 1960s (1984-002-003)

hood on a cart, often accompaniedby hiseldestdaughter Edna. Edwarddied
in 1966and muchof the farmlandwasthen sold for development. Sarahwas
very involvedwith St. !ƛŘŀƴΩǎChurch,and was well known for her annualSt.
tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎDay tea. Shealso held teas in aid of the YoungaƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩFund. Her
famousteaswere a tradition in the neighbourhoodfor 60 years. Sarahdied in
1982, andthe old Raperfarmhousewasdemolishedin 1983.

Above: Eustace Estlinat Margaret Bay, ca. 1923 
(2016-017-008)

Below: Maude Aitkens and Mollie Tucker on 
the rocks at Margaret Bay beach, ca. 1923 
(2016-017-125)



1921
Followingthe end of World War I in 1918, Canadabeganerectingstatuesandcenotaphsto honour the memoryof its
war dead. Out of this aroseplansto turn ShelbourneStreet into aάwƻŀŘof wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΣέor άMemorial Avenueέto
serveasa tribute to fallen soldiers. Theproposalwasfor 350 LondonPlanetrees to be plantedon either sideof the
boulevardasmemorialsto thosewho had fallen in the war. By1921, the project goalshadexpandedto includea tree
for every British Columbianwho died in the war. Some600 trees were planted,many of which were surroundedby
wrought iron fencesand decoratedwith commemorativeplaques. Thatnumberwould prove insufficient,asten times
that manymenandwomenfrom BritishColumbiadied in the GreatWar. MemorialAvenuewasformallydedicatedon
the afternoon of 2 October 1921. The ceremonywas held near the entrance to Mount DouglasParkwhere 7,000
peoplearrivedto hearspeechesby PremierJohnOliverandLieutenantGovernorWalterNichol.

As time passed,interest in the project diminishedand ShelbourneStreetdid not fully materializeinto the Memorial
Avenuethat was originally intended. In September1960, SaanichCouncilformally passeda resolution to rededicate
ShelbourneStreetasMemorialAvenueand to includesoldierskilled in World War II andthe KoreanWar. Thistoo was
not fully realized,andby 1965all the originalcommemorativeplaqueswere gone. Developmentthroughout the 1960s
and1970scontinuedto threatenthe future of the LondonPlanetrees. In 1969, someof the treesplantedin 1921were
removed to allow road widening for the University Heights ShoppingCentre at McKenzieAvenue. As further
developmentstretchedalongShelbourneStreetand the road wasexpandedfrom two lanesto four, a hugeswathof
the boulevardof treesdisappeared.

In 2018, the Memorial AvenueCommitteeorganizeda re-dedication ceremonyand commemorationof the 1918
Armistice. In advanceof the event,Saanichinstalled30 MemorialAvenuesigntoppersalongShelbourneStreet.

Above: View from Mount Douglas showing row of trees along Shelbourne Street, 1969 (1980-021-001a)
Right: Programme from the Memorial Avenue dedication ceremony, 2 October 1921 



1921
While serving overseasduring WWI, Jack Williamson
decided that when he returned to Gordon Head he
would setup a busservice. Whenhe got homehe found
that CarlHenryhad beat him to it. In 1921, CarlHenry
was willing to sell, and Jackand his brother William
becamethe owners of what had been GordonIŜŀŘΩǎ
first bus. Home-made by Henry, the vehicle was
basicallya Ford Model T one-ton truck with a wooden
body added. Thesidesof this reacheda little abovethe
seat level. Fromthere to the roof was a canvascurtain
that couldbepushedopen. On1 January1922, the rules
of the road switched traffic from the left side of the
road to the right. Jackand his father worked late the
night before, transferringthe entry door from one side
of the bus to the other in readiness for the next
morning. William died of tuberculosisin 1923 but Jack
continued to grow the businessuntil the late 1920s
when the Williamson family bus service, along with
others around Victoria, was bought by the Matson
CoachLinesCompany.

1922-1958
Around 1921, to supplementthe incomehe earnedfrom his apple orchard,
Billy Edwardsbegandrivingthe busfor his friend JackWilliamson. Williamson
was finding that his Model T truck-basedbus was too small for his growing
clientele, so he suggestedthat Edwardsbuy the old one and expand the
auxiliaryparcel-carryingservicethat was becomingan inconvenienceto the
bus service. In March 1922, after removing the bus seats from the truck,
EdwardsbeganGordonIŜŀŘΩǎfirst deliveryservice.

On the way into town he carried loads of cauliflower, potatoes, fruit and
flowers. On the return trip to GordonHeadhe carriedbalesof straw or hay,
sacksof fertilizer, andlumber. Healsomademanyindividualdeliveriessuchas
furniture, or flowers for a funeral, and for a time, the daily can of milk for a
city businessmanfrom the cowhe kept at hisGordonHeadsummerhome. He
alsohauledlivestockto the AgriculturalFairat Willows. In the early yearshis
busiestdayswere in fruit season,but asthe flower industrygrewin the 1930s
and 1940s, his busiest days were in the spring. By the 1950s, farms were
gettingscarcerin GordonHeadandholly from the Pembertonorchardwasthe
onlyharvesthe carried. In August1958, BillyEdwardsclosedhisbusiness.Above: Williamson bus, ca. 1923 (2020-002-032)

Middle:  Williamson bus, 1920s (2020-002-033)
Below: Schedule for Cordova Bay Stage, undated



1924
Saanichresident Lum YoungChow arrived in Victoria in 1903 at the ageof 18. He
beganworkingasa houseboyfor W. Jamesonof the W.A. JamesonCoffeeCompany.
Forseveralyearshe worked14 to 16 hoursa day. Eventuallyhe savedenoughmoney
to payfor his three brothersto cometo Victoria. In 1924, wishingto go into business
for himselfhe boughtlandon the westsideof ShelbourneStreet(later the University
HeightsShoppingCentre),and establishedhis very successfulgreenhouses. They
were demolishedin 1980.

1921
Until 1921, the few familieswho lived in the north endof the ShelbourneValleygot
muchof their water from the springson James¢ƻŘŘΩǎSpringFarm. In 1921, Gordon
Headwasfinally connectedto the city water supply. In the sameyear, thanksto a
campaignled by Gordon Head residents such as Mileva Todd and W.C. Grant,
GordonHeadfinallyreceivedelectricity.

Thearrival of city water and electricitydid not immediatelychangethe livesof the
few residentsof ShelbourneStreet,but it did eventuallybring more to settle in the
valley. Thespreadof newhomesout alongthe newShelbourneStreetwasslowbut,
by the mid-1920s, the Shelbourne Valley had become a favored area for
greenhouses. Firstamongthesewere YoungBros. Greenhouses,establishedin 1924
by LumYoungChownearthe intersectionof ShelbourneandRubyRoad(McKenzie).

Some of the other early
greenhouseoperatorswere
Chum Ham, Lee Lock, and
W.F. Creed. Later came the
Montagues, the Newtons,
the Lakes,Art Knapp, and
Mr. Louis. W.F. Creed was
one of the greenhouse
operators who began by
raising vegetables in his
greenhouseson the south
side of Kenmore, west of
Shelbourne. He later
became renowned for his
roses. In the 1930s, the Sing
family on Blair Street laid
the foundation of the
businessthat later became
part of the large Victoria
HydroponicFarmsLtd.

Above: Exterior of Young Bros. greenhouses on Shelbourne Street, July 1927 (2013-022-001)

Below: Lumfamily on the porch of their Shelbourne Street home, and Young Bros. greenhouses and employees,  July 1927 
(2013-022-003) [Looking south along Shelbourne Street. Building on far right was the original Lumfamily home, the centre 
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Interior of Young Bros. greenhouses on 
Shelbourne Street, 1955 (2011-044-010)



Lee Lock greenhouses on Tyndall Avenue, 1969 (1984-003-020)

Lee Yan (Burdon) greenhouses, 1969 (1984-003-017c)

Young Day greenhouses on Shelbourne Street, 1970 (1984-003-024b)



1925
Arthur Lambrickcameto Victoria around 1911. In 1914, he married
Clara Sedgmanand from 1915 to 1925, they ran a grocery and
hardwarestore at the cornerof ShelbourneStreetand KingsRoad. In
1925, Lambrickboughtthe first ten acresof a dairy farm nearFeltham
Roadfrom LukePitherwho, from 1908to 1924, hadoperateda hobby
farm. WhenLukePither died a few yearslater, Mrs. Pither continued
to live in their house,but shesold the remainingland to Lambrick,5
acres at a time over the next several years.
Whenshedied in 1944, the Lambricksmoved
into the Pitherhouse.

Above: Haying on the Lambrick farm, 1960s (1980-022-002)
Right: Arthur, Clara, and Elizabeth Lambrick, 1916 (1980-022-004)

Arthur Lambrickservedas chair of the VancouverIslandMilk tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩAssociation
for a time, and servedon SaanichCouncil,asPoliceCommissioner,and for two terms
asReeveof Saanich. In 1966, a yearbeforehisdeath,hesoldhisherdandhisproperty.

1927
In 1918 W.C. DǊŀƴǘΩǎhouse,Craigelachie, burned down and the new owner of the
property, EleanorFleming,built a new house. In 1927ColonelS.C. McMullenandhis
wife Lois moved onto the property at CormorantPoint. They named their home
Strangewoodafter the petrified wood brought in from Drumheller, Alberta, where
the McMullans had coal-mining interests. The McMullens made additions to the
house and were responsible for transforming the farmland into an estate of
spreadinglawns,rosegardens,perennialbordersand arbors. Buildingthe elaborate
gardenstook yearsand was overseenby a successionof head gardenersand staff.
Thefirst headgardenerwasWilganPlayfair,who for 15 yearsplantedtrees,built the
stonebasketon the front lawn,andin 1932, installedthe lily gardensthat guarded

the famous petrified wood. An aviary was also
built during this period. When later this was
dismantled,its pair of white peacockswasgiven
to BeaconHill Park.

Throughout the 1930s and during WWII, Lois
McMullen,now widowed,aidedthe RedCrossby
hosting garden parties. After 1945, the garden
parties continued, this time in aid of St. [ǳƪŜΩǎ
Church.

Above: Poster for Garden Party, 1940s (2017-018)
Below: Will, Emma Nutter, and Ethel Lytton at Strangewood, 

July 1946 (2019-016-410)



1929
George Leadbetter opened Shelbourne{ǘǊŜŜǘΩǎfirst garage, the GDL
ServiceStation,at the southeastcorner at RubyRoad(now McKenzie)in
1929. The small building that housed the garage and DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎliving
quarters stood very close to the road, the narrow entrance being
sufficient for the volumeof customerswho rarely arrivedmore than one
at a time. Georgeran the GDLServiceStationuntil hisdeathin 1932.

1930s
Around 1890, JamesRichardsand his family moved to the Springridgearea in
Victoria,then later bought75 acresin GordonHead(whichbecamepart of University
HeightsShoppingCentre). JameswƛŎƘŀǊŘǎΩdaughter,Lena,married SamuelRuby, a
butcher by trade, and the couple started a dairy farm at Kenmore Road and
ShelbourneStreet in the 1930s. Theyhad a smallherd of between 15 and 30 cows
anddeliveredmilk to the GordonHeadandCedarHill districts. Later,they soldmilk to
Mr. Michellein Victoriaand to {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎDairy who picked up bottled milk from

the farm, thoughthe Rubysalways
maintained the 12 km Gordon
Head milk route. Samuel and
[ŜƴŀΩǎson Bill went on to build
greenhouses where he grew
tomatoesandflowers.

Contrary to popular belief, Ruby
Roadwasnot namedfor the Ruby
family. The road can be seen on
mapsmanyyearsbefore the Ruby
familyestablishedtheir farm.

Above: Mr. and Mrs. Ruby, between 1930 
and 1950 (1981-005-015)

Right: James Richards, Ruby Road farm, 1920s 
(1981-005-011)

Below: Bill Ruby  and calf, Shelbourne and 
Mortimer Streets, 1923 (1981-005-004)
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