
GordonHeadis borderedon the north and eastby HaroStrait,on the west by BlenkinsopValleyand
Mount Douglas,and on the south by McKenzieAvenue. It wasa heavilyforestedwildernesswhen it
was first settled by farmers, starting with JamesTod (Todd) in 1852. By the 1870s, thirteen men,
includingCharlesDodd,MichaelFinnerty, and JohnWork, owned all of the land identified asGordon
Head. Thearea becamefamousfor its strawberries,which sold for high pricesuntil 1914 when the
droppingvalueof the crop led to the formation of the SaanichFruitDǊƻǿŜǊǎΩAssociation. By1945the
strawberrycropwasdecliningin importanceanddaffodilsbecamean important cashcrop.

Startingin 1902, ArbutusCovewasfavouredasan areaof summerhomesfor prominentVictoria-area
families. In 1921, city water service was brought to Gordon Head leading to a proliferation of
greenhousesand vegetablegrowers. Sincethe 1950s, the area has graduallybeen developedwith
single-familyhousing,facilitatedthroughthe introductionof sewersin the late 1960s.
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Geoffrey Vantreight with First Nations workers on the 
Vantreight strawberry farm, 1910 (1984-012-006)



Saanich Official Community Plan 2008, Map 22 Local Areas



TheDistrictof Saanichlieswithin the traditional territories of the[₳ƪ ₳ƺ₳ƴ
and{9b0h¥9bspeakingpeoples. Evidenceof First Nationssettlement in
the area now called Saanichdates back over 4,000 years. The[₳ƪ ₳ƺ₳ƴ
peoplesare madeup of two nations,the Songheesand EsquimaltNations
and the ²{#b90peoplesare madeup of five nations,²Whḿ9ḿt(Tsartlip),
.hṢ909b(Pauquachin), {Ṁ#¦¢² (Tsawout), ²{LṤ9a(Tseycum) and
a#[9·9ḿ(Malahat) Nations. Each nation had their own territory and
travelled freely over their land; hunting, fishing and gatheringresources.
The[₳ƪ ₳ƺ₳ƴand²{#b90peopleshavehistorical connectionswith the
landwhichcontinueto this day.

Left: A road in Gordon Head, 1910s (2014-008-009)
Below: Beach north of Gordon Point, 1890s (1984-012-013) 



1850-1854
From1850-1854, JamesDouglas,ChiefFactorand later Governorof the HudsonBayCompanycolonyon Vancouver
Island, signed treaties with 14 Indigenousgroups. Thesedocumentsare often referred to as the άCƻǊǘVictoria
¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎέor the ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎTreaties.έJamesDouglasdid not explicitlyusethe word treaty in theseagreements,but a
SupremeCourtdecisionruled that theseagreementswere andremainvalid treatiessinceDouglas,who wasactingas
an agent of the Crown at the time, arrangedthem with the Indigenouspeoples. First Nations argue that their
ancestorsunderstood these as peace treaties or agreementsof cohabitation of the land. The British, however,
interpreted these treaties as purchaseagreementsthat surrendered lands near Hudson Bay Companyposts in
exchangefor the continuedright to hunt and fish, reservelands,and a one-time payment. Thetext in the treaties is
quite short, and the agreementsreachedin the fourteen treaties are almost the same,except for the territories
referred to, the personssigning,andthe paymentamountsfor the land.

Thetreaty that coversthe areatoday known asGordonHeadwassignedby membersof the SouthSaanichtribe to
the north of GordonPoint, and by the Checkoneintribe to the south of GordonPoint includingCadboroBay. The
treaty signedby the SouthSaanichtribe referred to theάǘƘŜwhole of the landssituatedand lying betweenMount
Douglasand CowichanHead,on the canalde Haro, and extendingThenceto the line running through the centreof
VancouverIsland,north and south.έThe treaty signedby the Checkoneintribe referred to άǘƘŜwhole of the lands
situated and lying betweenPoint Gonzalesand Mount Douglas,following the boundaryline of the Chilcowitchand
Kosampsonfamilies,the canaldeHaro, andthe Straightof JuandeFuca,eastof PointGonzales.έ

Theconditionsof the treatiesstateάǘƘŀǘour villagesitesand enclosedfieldsare to be kept for our own use,for the
useof our children,and for those who may follow after us and the land shall be properlysurveyedhereafter. It is
understood,however,that the land itself,with thesesmallexceptions,becomesthe entirepropertyof the white people
for ever; it is alsounderstoodthat we are at liberty to hunt overthe unoccupiedlands,and to carryon our fisheriesas
formerly. We have received,as payment,Fifty-two poundsten shillingssterling.έ[Full text availableat www.aadnc-
aandc.gc.ca]

First Nations berry pickers camp, Gordon Head, ca. 1910s (1984-012-006b)



1852
The first registeredland owner in GordonHeadwas JamesTodd,
sonof IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompanytrader andearlyOakBaysettler John
Tod. In 1852, Jamesdecidedto leave the relative securityof Fort
Victoria and purchasedtwo sectionsin the wildernessof Gordon
Head. He establishedhis home at the baseof Mount Douglasand
calledit SpringFarmafter the abundantfreshwater springson the
property. For 5 years, JamesTodd was the only registered land
owner in Gordon Head. In 1857, he married Flora Macaulayand
they had 17 children. At sometime during the decadesto follow,
the spellingof the family name was changedfrom Tod to Todd.
After Jamesdied in 1904, SpringFarmwasdivided between three
of hissons; JamesJr., Albert Henry,andThomas.

Thomas Todd, WŀƳŜǎΩyoungest son, married Mileva Shaw (nee
Compton) in 1911. Mileva was the daughter of IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBay
Companytrader NevinsPymComptonand CatherineMacaulay. At
the outbreakof WWI,Mileva, like manySaanichwomen,wasleft to
run the family farm. While Thomaswas servingoverseas,Mileva
was active in raising money for the Red Cross and was well
respectedlocally for her efforts. During the Depression,she was
presidentof the SaanichWelfareSociety. Shealsoservedfor many
yearsasthe socialconvenerfor the GordonHeadAthleticClub.

Above: Thomas and MilevaTodd, 1916. Taken just a few hours 
before Thomas left for overseas (1980-006-008b)

Below left : Windmill and water tower that supplied spring water 
to the home of Albert Henry and Anna Todd, 19 February 1943 
(2009-003-004)

Below right: Spring Farm, ca. 1903 (2007-194-004)



1858
Themost prominent topographicalfeature of Gordon
Head is Mount Douglas. The {9b0h¥9bname for
Mount Douglasis PKOLSwhich can be translated as
ά²ƘƛǘŜHead.έFor²{#b90people, stories of PKOLS
go back to when the Creator gathered stones from
near Cordova Bay, and created the surrounding
mountains by casting the stones out upon the land
around. PKOLSwas also a significant meeting place,
used by people from different nations to exchange
news.

Duringthe period of earlysettlementby the IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ
BayCompany,Mount DouglaswascalledCedarHill.

View of Mount Douglas from Mount Tolmie, ca. 1920 (2015-002-005)

In 1858, then GovernorJamesDouglasclaimedthe mountainand parklandasgovernmentreserve. Sometimebefore
1911, the park was renamedMount Douglaspresumablyafter GovernorJamesDouglas. In 1862, E.B. Jackson,who
had a farm on the mountain,wrote to the ColonialSecretaryaskingthat he might fencein and leasetheseacresbut
his requestwasturned downάǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƭȅbecauseit haslongbeena placeof habitualresort to the citizensof Victoria
in holidaytimes.έIn earliestdays,it wasa long drive or walk to Mount DouglasPark,but by 1902, it wasonly a two-
mile walk from the RoyalOakStationof the V&Srailway. Asthe populationof GordonHeadgrew, the park became
verypopularfor annualpicnicsandweekendexcursions. Accessto the parkgot a boost in the 1930swhenSaanichand
other municipalgovernmentswere lookingfor waysto giveusefulemploymentto the victimsof the Depression. Huts
werebuilt within the parkto housethe workerswho built ChurchillRoadthat leadsto the lookout at the top.

1859
Anotherearlysettler in GordonHeadwasPeterMerriman. He
madehis first land purchasein 1857but did not cometo live
in Gordon Headuntil a secondlarge land purchasein 1859
whichbroughthisholdingsto over 300acres. PeterMerriman
is considered to be the first dairyman in Gordon Head.
Althoughmuchof his property was rockyor open,Merriman
alsohadmanyacresof forest to providehim with cordwood.

Hisproperty extendedslightly north of ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎFelthamRoad, and wasbordered by
BlairRoadto the south,GlendenningRoadto the west,andGordonHeadRoadto the east.
In 1879, Merrimansold14acresof landon GordonHeadRoad,to JohnSinclair,who in turn
sold it to MosesSmithin 1883. In 1884, Smithleasedthis land to two Chinesemen, Kum
Singand LeeChingfor $.50 a month. TheMerriman housewason the eastsideof Cedar
Hill Road,probablynear where FelthamRoadintersectstoday,but waslater destroyedby
fire. Petermarried AnnieHiller in 1884and the couplehad 5 children,but only their two
sonslived to adulthood. Elizabeth,Elsie,and Claradied of tuberculosisbetween1905and
1907. AnnieMerrimansometimesservedasmidwife to her neighbours. Shehelpeddeliver
Alixenaά.ŜŜέWilliamson(daughterof WilliamandWilhelminaWilliamson)in 1903.

Clara, Willie, and Elsie Merriman 
with the {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ Choral Group, 
ca. 1906 or 1907 (2011-024-050)



0

1859
In 1859, IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBay Companyjunior officer, CharlesDodd, his wife Grace (nee
McTavish),and their 7 children moved to their newly purchased200 acre property in
GordonHead. Theirproperty was locatedbetweenǘƻŘŀȅΩǎTorquayDriveand Ponoma
Way, stretching from KenmoreRoadto the sea. Lessthen a year later, Charlesdied
leaving two fellow IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBay Company men, William F. Tolmie and Roderick
Finlayson,to care for the property and for his widow and children. Their duties were
apparentlynot only financial,for whenin 1863GraceDoddwaschargedwith άƘŀǊōƻǊƛƴƎ
and secreting five ŘŜǎŜǊǘŜǊǎέfrom the British barque Haversham, άaǊǎ. John Work
appearedon behalfof Dr. Tolmie,guardianof Mrs. Dodd.έIn 1864, GracemarriedAlfred
Gorridge, a labourerwith theIǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompany.

FollowingDǊŀŎŜΩǎdeath in 1881, the 200 acrespassedto the 7 Dodd
children. At this time, the property was subdividedand the first rough
versionof TyndallAvenuewascreated. Thehouse,which had been the
homeof the Pollockfamilysinceprobablyaround1874retained10 acres.
ThePollockslived in Dodd houseuntil around 1900. In 1978, the Dodd
house was threatened with demolition, and was moved from 1710
KenmoreAvenueto LambrickParkfor preservation. Built in 1859, it is the
oldest survivinghome in Saanichand the ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎfirst designated
heritagebuilding.

Above: Captain Charles Dodd, 1850s (1980-006-022)
Below: Exterior view of the Dodd House, 1978 (1990-026-001)

1870
In the morningof Friday,September2, 1870, the BritishColonistreported that
Wednesdayprior, Mr. PeterCargotitchand Mr. A.W. Piperhad discoveredgold
on Mount Douglas. Followingthis news, many prospectorsstaked claimson
Mount Douglas,but no more gold wasever found. Copperand zincwere also
minedon Mount Douglaswell into the early1900s.

Left: Daily Colonist, 2 Sept 1870
Right: Daily Colonist, 4 Sept 1870



1872
When Michael Finnerty moved to
Gordon Head in 1872, the forest
extendedunbrokenfrom CedarHill
CrossRoadto the sea. Hesettled in
the area that became the
University of Victoria and his 300
acre property extendedas far east
as Haro Road. Finnerty was a
dairyman and in the beginning,
most of his milk was sold to the
RoyalJubileeHospital but in time
his milk wasgoingto 250 homesin
Victoria. It was delivered by cart
along the then narrow and rough
Finnerty Road. By 1911, Finnerty
had sold the majority of his
property and the remaining 66
acreswere leasedto FredWooster.View of Gordon Head farms from Mount Douglas, ca. early 1900s(1984-008-001b)

1883/1884
Around1883or 1884, HenryDodd,
son of early Gordon Head settler
andIǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompanyofficer
CharlesDodd, sold his portion of
the Doddproperty to Dr. JohnAsh,
oculist and ProvincialSecretaryto
British /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎfirst Legislature
after Confederation. Dr. Ash, after
whom Ash Road is named, called
his cottage JerseyHall in memory
of his second wife. He was
responsiblefor cutting the first trail
down to Margaret Bay and is said
to have named it after Margaret
Pollock,the daughterof the Pollock
family who had been living in the
former Dodd house since around
1874.

Margaret Bay, 1900 (1984-012-007)



1884
Johnand FlorenceVantreightemigratedfrom Dublinto Saanich
in 1884andsettled in the northeastcornerof GordonHeadin a
sectionthat hadoriginallybeena part of John²ƻǊƪΩǎextensive
land holdings. John had been a civil engineer for the Irish
government. A vocal advocate for local improvements,John
frequentlymadethe seven-mile walkto the legislaturebuildings
to petition for new roadsanda schoolin GordonHead.

WhenJohndied in 1896, 16yearold Geoffreytook over running
the farm. Eventuallyhe bought 20 acresof his own on Tyndall
Avenue,and in 1906 he and his brother, Sidneymoved into a
small shack on the property, while his mother, sisters, and
youngest brother moved into Victoria. In 1914, Geoffrey
married Maud Bartholomewand by the 1920s, their appleand
berry cropswere so profitable they were able to build a larger
houseon TyndallAvenuewherethey raisedtheir family. In 1913
Geoffrey persuadedhis neighbour, William Edwards,to part
with someof his daffodil bulbs,but he nevermadethe flowers
his primary crop. In the 1940s and 1950s, Geoffrey Jr. turned
the daffodil crop into a thriving business,earninghim the title
Daffodil King. Soon,he was shippingbulbs and flowers across
Canadaandaroundthe world.

Geoffrey Vantreight Sr. with workers on strawberry farm, 
ca. 1910 (1984-012-006d)

John ±ŀƴǘǊŜƛƎƘǘΩǎGordon Head property at North Bay, ca. 1886-1890 (1984-012-005)



1888
In 1888, William Charles Grant and his brother James
bought land near present-day Tyndall Avenue. William
Grant and his wife Isabella(nee Eddie)had two houseson
that land, the first they calledHomewoodand then further
north, Craigelachie, whichwaslocatedon the property that
later becameknown as Strangewood. W.C. Grant was the
first to cultivate strawberriesin GordonHeadin the 1890s.
Thestrawberryfieldsat Craigelachieincreasedin acreageso
much that outside help had to be enlisted in picking. The
first pickers on DǊŀƴǘΩǎfarm were First Nations, some
Songheesand some Kiksilahfrom up-Island. EachJune a
dozen or more canoesmight be seen drawn up on the
beachat MargaretBay.

In 1905, Grant bought part of the Pollockproperty (which
had belongedto CaptainDodd)and built a new houseon
TorquayDrive. In anticipation of the BCElectricCompany
installing lines in Gordon Head, the house was wired for
electricity. Unfortunately,electricity did not reachthe area
until 1921, by which time the Grantshad departedfor the
Cariboodistrict. In addition to operatinga successfulfarm,
WilliamGrantwasoneof the first schooltrusteesat Gordon
HeadSchool,holdingthe office for 13 years. Healsoserved
asSaanichcouncillorin 1906and1907.

1885
In June 1885, John Vantreight
petitioned the Provincialgovernment
to improve accessto the north east
part of Gordon Head. The petition
wassuccessfuland by the end of the
year, Gordon Head Road, had been
widened and graded. By November
1886, access for land owners was
again improved as the road
connecting Gordon Head Road to
Tyndall Avenue, now FerndaleRoad
andGrandviewDrive,wascompleted.
The new FerndaleRoadreplacedan
earlier trail nearer the coastand was
built on land donated by James
Houlihan.

Old snake fence on Gordon Head Road, 1906 (1983-011-002)

CraigelachieΣ ²Φ/Φ DǊŀƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ CŜǊƴŘŀƭŜ wƻŀŘΣ ŎŀΦ мфлл όмфул-006-028)



1889
Andrew HendersonStrachanand his wife Isabellamoved to Gordon
Head in 1889 having previouslyoperated a grocery store on Johnson
Streetanda broom factory in VictoriaWest. In 1889, Strachanmovedhis
broom businessto GordonHeadand built a houseat 4226GordonHead
Road. The first housewas demolished,but their secondhouse,built in
1907, is listed on the SaanichHeritageRegister. Strachanwasappointed
Justiceof the Peacein 1900 and performed the swearing-in of the first
councillors for the newly organized Municipality of Saanich in 1906.
He continued this duty until his death in 1921. Strachanwas also long-
time presidentof the SaanichLiberalAssociation.

1891
By1890, parentsin GordonHeadwere growingfrustrated that
their children had to walk to CedarHill to attend school,so
they circulateda petition for a new schoolto be built, and the
completed petition was carried to the legislature by John
Vantreight. The petition was successfuland Gordon Head
Schoolopenedin August1891. Theschoolhousewasbuilt on a
half-acre of land donated by Mr. Deansnear what is now
GrandviewDrive and TyndallAvenue. The first trustees were
William Deans, John Vantreight, and W.C. Grant. The first
teacherwasMissMarionGordon.

In 1912, to accommodategrowingenrollment,a smallpieceof
farmland was purchaseddirectly to the east of the original
schooland, rather than demolishingthe first school,a second
wasbuilt next to it. GordonHeadSchoolburneddown in 1925
but wasquicklyrebuilt and operateduntil 1956when the new
GordonHeadElementarySchoolopenedon KenmoreRoad. In
1957, the GordonHeadschoolhousewasdeclaredsurplusand
turned over to the Municipality to be used by other
organizations. It wasdemolishedin 1966.

Above: Class photograph, 1904 (probably Gordon Head School) (2010-028-002) 
Three students identified: Charlotte Watson (second row, 4th from left), Fanny 
Strachan (back row, centre), and Airlie Watson (back row, 4th from left)

Below: Gordon Head School division 2, grades 1-4 with teacher Miss Girling, 
1945 (2014-008-056)

Right: Second and first Gordon Head Schools taken from Aitkens strawberry 
field, ca. 1912 (2015-031-147) In foreground, present day Grandview Drive 
would be on right.

Daily Colonist, 14 May 1880



1898
Thefirst GordonHeadCommunityHall waserectedin 1898on landdonatedby strawberryfarmer WilliamC. Grant.
Mr. W. Clayton,teacherat the one-room GordonHeadSchoolfrom 1895-1897, founded the GordonHeadMutual
ImprovementSocietyin 1896asa debatingclub. Thesocietywasthe impetusbehindbuildingthe first GordonHead
CommunityHall to accommodatethe groupand its popularactivities. Thedemandfor a communityhall had existed
for sometime, and after the hall openedits doors on November25, 1898, it quicklybecamea socialand cultural
centrefor familieslivingin the area.

Althoughthe Societywasthe hub of communitylife for manyyears,in the 1920s the hall wasgraduallyusedlessand
less,andit fell into disrepair.. After the GordonHeadMutual ImprovementSocietybrokeup in 1929, the hall wassold
for backtaxesto Arthur Lambrickwho, in 1932, hadthe hallmoveddown to hisown propertyat 4146TyndallAvenue,
adjacentto ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎLambrickPark. In its new position, the hall wasrejuvenatedwith an addedkitchenareaand an
addition alongthe south sideof the building to be usedfor carpetbowling. Initially, Lambrickleasedthe hall to the
GordonHeadBadmintonCluband later to the GordonHeadAthletic Club. During WWII, the hall which was now
knownsimplyas[ŀƳōǊƛŎƪΩǎHall, wasusedfor communitywar work and to host classesin St. WƻƘƴΩǎAmbulanceFirst
Aid. In 1946, the newly revivedGordonHeadMutual ImprovementSocietypurchasedthe hall and land backfrom
Lambrick,who generouslyagreedto sell the hall to the Societyfor the originalprice he had paid for it and with no
addedinterest. The{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎpurposewasonceagainto carryout activitiesin the hall whichwould enrichcommunity
life. Thehall wasupdatedwith heatingfacilitiesanda coatof paint, andin 1955, the popularGardenClubbeganusing
the hall for their meetings.

Left: Gordon Head Community Hall, 4146 Tyndall Ave, 1972 (1980-010-021a)

Right: Reeve Hugh Curtis and Mrs. Gertrude Miller (nee Grant) cutting cake at the Gordon Head 
Mutual Improvement Society 70th anniversary, 1967 (1981-027-006)



1900
On 1 November1900, Mrs. Annie McRaeopened GordonIŜŀŘΩǎfirst post office at their
homeat 4495TyndallAvenue. Sixdayslater, NormanShaw,postmasterat Mount TolmiePost
Office,deliveredthe first sackof mail postmarkedGordonHeadP.O. Thenext postmasterwas
Bella Grant, and later, FlorenceGray ran the post office for one year from her home on
PollockRoad.

From1909to 1920, ElizabethWatsonran the post office from her homeat what is now 1775
Barrie Road(formerly AshRoad). Elizabethand GeorgeWatson built the home they called
Thrumson property formerly owned by Dr. Ash,convertinghis cottageάWŜǊǎŜȅIŀƭƭέinto a
barn. Outsidethe backdoor of Thrumswasa smallglass-walled room where residentscame
to buystamps,registerletters, or weighparcels. ElizabethWatsonwasalsothe first president
of the GordonHeadbranchof the ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎInstitute, and GeorgeWatsonservedat various
times as Reeve,Councillor,SchoolTrustee,and PoliceCommissionerof Saanich. Duringhis
time asReevefrom 1920-1923, he fought for a water systemto be installedin GordonHead.

Below left: Watson family and 
others in front of Thrums, 
1910s (2014-008-012)

Below right: George Watson 
at Barrie Road farm, 1910s 
(1981-002-003)

1901
In 1901, Malcolm Dunnett brought his wife, Jessie(nee
Skinner)andtheir four daughtersto live in GordonHead. They
would later haveanother daughterand 3 sons. Malcolm had
purchased the property sometime earlier, and while the
family were living in the Yukon,Malcolmaskedhis neighbour,
carpenter IsaacSomers,to build them a house. The house
was located at 4375 Tyndall Avenue. During the next few
years,until enoughlandcouldbe cleared,Malcolmcontinued
to work asa shipwrightin Victoria. HehiredChineselabourers
to assistwith felling large trees and eventually,was able to
becomea full-time farmer. After WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎdeath in 1957, eldest
sonCharlescontinuedto live andfarm on the property. In the
early1960s, TheAnglicanSynodpurchasedthe land for what
would become St. 5ǳƴǎǘŀƴΩǎAnglican Church and the
Dunnett familyhomewasdemolished.

Above: Elizabeth Watson and 
daughter Marjorie at Thrums, 
1930s (2014-008-110)

Dunnetthouse on Tyndall Avenue, 1902 (1980-006-030)



1908
Fruit growerWilliam N. Ozardandhiswife Elizabeth
Thomasina(nee Simons)relocatedto Victoria from
Winnipegabout 1908. Theirsons,HarryMacDonald
Ozard (who probably built the house located at
4456 TyndallAvenue)and Walter John Ozard, and
their daughterMarguerite JaneOzard, continuedto
farm the land after their ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩdeaths; William in
1909 and Elizabethin 1918. In addition to farming,
Walter wastrained asa typesetter and worked asa
compositorat the DailyColonistand VictoriaTimes.
Marguerite taught at Strawberry Vale Schooland
then, from 1920 until her retirement in 1932, was
the principalof CraigflowerSchool. Margueritewas
still living at the family houseand operatingpart of
the originalfarm at the time of her deathin 1954.

Ozardhouse on Tyndall Avenue, 1910s (1980-009-003a)

1909
Martin Mallett and his wife emigrated from
Englandin 1909and1910respectively. Theylived
at the corner of Gordon Head Road and Ruby
Road. Martin Mallett worked for the District of
Saanich with the road crews for 42 years
beginning in 1910. He worked on Shelbourne
Street when it was put through in 1915 and on
Mount Tolmie Road(now RichmondRoad). The
last job he workedon wasRoyalOakAvenue. Mrs.
Mallett worked as a seamstressat the University
Schoolon RichmondRoad.

Above: Mrs. Mallett with power driven log saw, 
Ruby Road, 1910s (1981-012-015a)

Below: Martin, Fred, and Mrs. Mallett with horses, 
Ruby Road, ca. 1900 (1981-012-005)



1910
AlgernonHenry Peaseand is wife Letitia Jean(nee Grydges)
came to Saanicharound 1910 and settled in the area of
Finnerty and SinclairRoads,which later becamepart of the
University of Victoria campus. They called their property
HamsterleyFarm and operated a successfulstrawberry jam
factory. Theyalso made chocolatesand candy,sold produce,
operated a chickenfarm, and made home-made wine which
they marketed during Prohibition. One of the last remaining
water towers in Saanichis located on the tŜŀǎŜΩǎformer
property. It standsasa reminderof the importanceof market
gardening in the ŀǊŜŀΩǎearly development. Until Saanich
Waterworksreachedrural areas,manyfarmershadgravity-fed
water tankslike this. ThePeasehousewasmovedandwasstill
servingas the Universityof ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎStudentHealthServices
Centerin 2008. In the 1920s, the PeasessoldHamsterleyFarm
and went on to open the Hamsterley Tea Room on the
Malahat, then HamsterleyLakesideand later the TobyJugat
ElkLake.

From 1933 to 1946, Alice Maud Robertson(nee Ferguson)
owned the property. She renamed it Drummadoon, later
changedto Upper Drummadoonwhen her ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎhouse,
LowerDrummadoon, wasbuilt down the hill on SinclairRoad.

Above: Water tower at 3815 HaroRoad, ca. 1968 (1978-001-015)
Below: Plans of Drummadoon, 1936 (2009-039)

1910/1912

Edward Hamilton and Florence Rebecca (nee
McInnis)Mitchell cameto Saanichfrom Toronto
around1910or 1912and,like manyother Gordon
Head farmers, they grew strawberriesand later
daffodils. Theycalled their home at 1955 Saltair
Crescent,Avalon. DuringWWII,FlorenceMitchell
was very active in the community, directing the
activitiesof the GordonHeadRedCrossasMileva
Todd had done during WWI. She was also an
executivemember of the Gordon Head Athletic
Club,and headeda volunteer project to support
young mothers during the Depression. Their
daughter Inez Mitchell was the Assistant
ProvincialArchivistfrom 1954to 1971.

LƴŜȊ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ мр Wǳƭȅ мфмп όнлнл-002-006)

Some of the other girls pictured are: Marjorie Watson, Ursula Edwards, Kay Dunnett, 
Dallas Cameron, Bee Williamson, Connie Beales, Pam Edwards, and Maude Aitkens 



Above: Woman enjoying the view from Mount Douglas. 
Cormorant Point and Ash Road below, after 1911 (1989-017-080)

Right: John Woods standing in a field of larkspur at his home on 
Ash Road, 1910s (1989-017-080)
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