Neighbourhood Timeline:
Gordon Head part 1

Geoffrey Vantreight with First Nations workers on tl
Vantreight strawberry farm1910(1984-012-006)

GordonHeadis borderedon the north and eastby Haro Strait, on the west by BlenkinsopValleyand
Mount Douglasand on the south by McKenzieAvenue It was a heavilyforested wildernesswhen it
was first settled by farmers, starting with JamesTod (Todd)in 1852 By the 187GCs, thirteen men,
includingCharlesDodd, Michael Finnerty and JohnWork, owned all of the land identified as Gordon
Head The areabecamefamousfor its strawberries,which sold for high pricesuntil 1914 when the
droppingvalueof the cropled to the formation of the SaanichFruitD NP ¢ AsNdtiflionBy1945the
strawberrycrop wasdecliningin importanceand daffodilsbecameanimportant cashcrop.

Startingin 1902 ArbutusCovewasfavouredasan areaof summerhomesfor prominent Victoriaarea
families In 1921, city water service was brought to Gordon Head leading to a proliferation of
greenhousesand vegetablegrowers Sincethe 1950s, the area has graduallybeen developedwith
singlefamily housing facilitatedthroughthe introduction of sewersin the late 196Gs.
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TheDistrictof SaanicHieswithin the traditionalterritoriesof the [A{l # 3 #
and{ 9 b 0 hsp&akingpeoples Evidenceof First Nationssettlementin
the area now called Saanichdates back over 4,000 years The[#A # 3 #
peoplesare made up of two nations,the Songheesnd EsquimaltNations
andthe 2 { # b pedplesare madeup of five nations,2 Wh m 9Tsattlip,

h S 9 0(Paoquachipy {M¢ ¢ (Tsawou}, 2 { L S QTaeycu and
a# [ 9 -(Malhaf) Nations Each nation had their own territory and
travelled freely over their land; hunting, fishing and gatheringresources
The[Al A3 &g2 { # b Bebpleshave historical connectionswith the
land which continueto this day.

Left: A road in Gordon Head, 1910s (2008-009)
Below: Beach north of Gordon Point, 1890s (1982013)




First Nations berry plckers camp, Gordon Head,gdzﬂs (1984—012 OOGb)

18501854

From 18501854 JamesDouglas ChiefFactorand later Governorof the HudsonBay Companycolonyon Vancouver
Island, signedtreaties with 14 Indigenousgroups Thesedocumentsare often referred to as the & C 2MiGioria
¢ NB | 0rih6 & 5 2 dzFréatiedé JamesDouglasdid not explicitlyusethe word treaty in theseagreementsput a

SupremeCourtdecisionruled that theseagreementsvere and remainvalid treaties sinceDouglaswho wasactingas
an agent of the Crown at the time, arrangedthem with the Indigenouspeoples First Nations argue that their

ancestorsunderstood these as peace treaties or agreementsof cohabitation of the land. The British, however,
interpreted these treaties as purchaseagreementsthat surrenderedlands near Hudson Bay Companyposts in

exchangeor the continuedright to hunt and fish, reservelands,and a one-time payment Thetext in the treatiesis
quite short, and the agreementsreachedin the fourteen treaties are almost the same, exceptfor the territories

referred to, the personssigningandthe paymentamountsfor the land.

Thetreaty that coversthe areatoday known as GordonHeadwas signedby membersof the South Saanichtribe to
the north of Gordon Point, and by the Checkoneintribe to the south of Gordon Point includingCadboroBay The
treaty signedby the South Saanichiribe referred to the &  Ki®le of the landssituated and lying betweenMount
Douglasand CowichanHead,on the canalde Harg and extendingThenceto the line running through the centre of
Vancouversland, north and southé Thetreaty signedby the Checkoneirtribe referred to & U Kile of the lands
situated and lying betweenPoint Gonzalesand Mount Douglas,following the boundaryline of the Chilcowitchand
Kosampsotiamilies,the canalde Harg andthe Straightof Juande Fuca,eastof PointGonzales

Theconditionsof the treaties state & (I Kobir trillage sitesand enclosedields are to be kept for our own use,for the
use of our children,and for those who may follow after us and the land shall be properly surveyednhereafter It is
understood howeverthat the landitself, with thesesmallexceptionshbecomeghe entire property of the white people
for ever, it isalsounderstoodthat we are at liberty to hunt overthe unoccupiedands,andto carryon our fisheriesas
formerly. We have received,as payment, Fifty-two poundsten shillingssterlingé [Full text availableat www.aadne
aandcgc.ca]



Above: Thomas andilevaTodd, 1916 Taken just a few hours
before Thomas left for oversed9g80-006-008b)

Below left Windmill and water tower that supplied spring water
to the home of Albert Henry and Anna TotldFebruary1l943
(2009003-004)

Below right Spring Farm, cd.903(2007-194-004)

1852

Thefirst registeredland owner in GordonHeadwas JamesTodd
sonof | dzR & BayCGdenpanytrader and early OakBaysettler John
Tod In 1852 Jamesdecidedto leavethe relative security of Fort
Victoria and purchasedtwo sectionsin the wildernessof Gordon
Head He establishedhis home at the baseof Mount Douglasand
calledit SpringFarmafter the abundantfresh water springson the
property. For 5 years, JamesTodd was the only registered land
owner in GordonHead In 1857, he married Flora Macaulayand
they had 17 children At sometime during the decadesto follow,
the spellingof the family name was changedfrom Tod to Todd
After Jamesdied in 1904, SpringFarmwas divided betweenthree
of hissons Jameslt, Albert Henry,and Thomas

Thomas Todd WI Y §auiyestson, married Mileva Shaw (nee
Compton) in 1911 Mileva was the daughter of | dzR & By
Companytrader NevinsPym Comptonand CatherineMacaulay At
the outbreakof WWI, Mileva, like many Saanichwomen,wasleft to
run the family farm. While Thomaswas servingoverseas,Mileva
was active in raising money for the Red Crossand was well
respectedlocally for her efforts. Duringthe Depressionshe was
presidentof the SaanichW\elfare Society Shealsoservedfor many
yearsasthe socialconvenerfor the GordonHeadAthletic Cluh




el 1858

The most prominent topographicalfeature of Gordon

| Head is Mount Douglas The { 9 b 0 h ka#né for

Mount Douglasis PKOLSwvhich can be translated as

G 2 K Méagé For2 { # b 9dbple, stories of PKOLS
go backto when the Creator gathered stones from

near Cordova Bay, and created the surrounding
| mountains by castingthe stones out upon the land

around PKOLSwvas also a significant meeting place,

—| used by people from different nations to exchange
news

View of Mount Douglas from Mount Tolmie, ca. 1920 (2002005)

Duringthe period of early settlementby the | dzR & 7
BayCompanyMount DouglasvascalledCedarHill.

In 1858 then GovernorJamedouglasclaimedthe mountain and parklandas governmentreserve Sometimebefore
1911, the park wasrenamedMount Douglaspresumablyafter GovernorJamesDouglas In 1862 EB. Jacksonwho
had a farm on the mountain, wrote to the ColonialSecretaryaskingthat he might fencein and leasetheseacresbut
hisrequestwasturned down & LINJ v kegaudetthédsBng beena placeof habitualresortto the citizensof Victoria
in holidaytimesé£ In earliestdays,it wasa long drive or walkto Mount DouglasPark,but by 1902, it wasonly a two-
mile walk from the RoyalOak Stationof the V&Srailway Asthe population of GordonHeadgrew, the park became
verypopularfor annualpicnicsandweekendexcursionsAccesgo the parkgot a boostin the 1930s when Saanicrand
other municipalgovernmentswere lookingfor waysto giveusefulemploymentto the victimsof the DepressionHuts
were built within the parkto housethe workerswho built ChurchillRoadthat leadsto the lookout at the top.

1859

Anotherearlysettlerin GordonHeadwasPeter Merriman. He
made his first land purchasein 1857 but did not cometo live
in Gordon Head until a secondlarge land purchasein 1859
which broughthis holdingsto over 300 acres PeterMerriman
Is consideredto be the first dairyman in Gordon Head
Althoughmuch of his property wasrocky or open, Merriman
alsohad manyacresof forestto provide him with cordwood

\?v:?r:?h\e/\?"f q";‘“d;'j;’;ggfgo His property extendedslightly north of i 2 R | Relf@mRoad, and wasbordered by
ca. 19060r 1907(2011-024-050) BlairRoadto the south, GlendennindRoadto the west,and GordonHeadRoadto the east

In 1879 Merrimansold 14 acresof land on GordonHeadRoadto JohnSinclairwho in turn

sold it to MosesSmithin 1883 In 1884 Smithleasedthis landto two Chinesemen, Kum
Singand Lee Chingfor $.50 a month. The Merriman housewas on the eastside of Cedar
Hill Road,probablynear where FelthamRoadintersectstoday, but waslater destroyedby
fire. Petermarried Annie Hillerin 1884 and the couplehad 5 children, but only their two

sonslivedto adulthood Elizabeth Elsie,and Claradied of tuberculosisbetween1905and
1907. AnnieMerriman sometimesservedas midwife to her neighbours Shehelpeddeliver
Alixenad . S\Biliamson(daughterof Williamand WilhelminaWilliamson)in 1903



1859

In 1859 | dzR & BgyCTa&mpanyjunior officer, Charles Dodd, his wife Grace (nee
McTavish)and their 7 children movedto their newly purchased200 acre property in
GordonHead Their property waslocated between @i 2 R [TéroQayDrive and Ponoma
Way, stretching from KenmoreRoadto the sea Lessthen a year later, Charlesdied
leaving two fellow | dzR & BgyTdmpany men, William E Tolmie and Roderick
Finlaysonto care for the property and for his widow and children Their duties were
apparentlynot only financial,for whenin 1863GraceDoddwaschargedwith & K | ND
and secretingfive R S & S Nitod Mk British barque Haversham & a NJhn Work

appearedon behalfof Dr. Tolmie,guardianof Mrs. Dodde In 1864 Gracemarried Alfred
Gorridge alabourerwith the | dzR & BayCoipany

FollowingD NJ @&afhdn 1881, the 200 acrespassedto the 7 Dodd
children At this time, the property was subdividedand the first rough
versionof Tyndall Avenuewas created The house,which had beenthe
home of the Pollockfamily sinceprobablyaround1874retained10 acres
The Pollockslived in Dodd house until around 1900 In 1978 the Dodd
house was threatened with demolition, and was moved from 1710
KenmoreAvenueto LambrickParkfor preservation Builtin 1859, it isthe

oldest survivinghome in Saanichand the Y dzy’ A O A fidt desighated
heritagebuilding

Above: Captain Charles Dodd, 1850s (1988022)
Below: Exterior view of the Dodd House, 1978 (1®2®001)

1870

In the morningof Friday,September2, 1870 the British Colonistreported that
Wednesdayprior, Mr. Peter Cargotitchand Mr. AW. Piperhad discoveredgold
on Mount Douglas Followingthis news, many prospectorsstaked claimson

Mount Douglasbut no more gold was ever found. Copperand zincwere also
minedon Mount Douglaswell into the early 1900s.
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1872

When Michael Finnerty moved to
Gordon Head in 1872, the forest
extendedunbrokenfrom CedarHill
CrossRoadto the sea Hesettledin
the area that became the
University of Victoria and his 300
acre property extendedas far east
as Haro Road Finnerty was a
dairyman and in the beginning,
most of his milk was sold to the
Royal Jubilee Hospital but in time
his milk was goingto 250 homesin
Victoria It was delivered by cart
along the then narrow and rough
Finnerty Road By 1911, Finnerty
had sold the majority of his
property and the remaining 66
acreswere leasedto FredWooster

1883/1884

Around1883or 1884 HenryDodd,
son of early Gordon Head settler

and| dzR & Bay Qaimpanyofficer

CharlesDodd, sold his portion of

the Dodd property to Dr. JohnAsh

oculist and ProvincialSecretaryto

British / 2 f dzY first LeQialature
after Confederation Dr. Ash, after

whom Ash Roadis named, called
his cottage JerseyHall in memory
of his second wife. He was
responsiblefor cutting the first trail

down to Margaret Bay and is said
to have named it after Margaret
Pollock,the daughterof the Pollock
family who had been living in the

former Dodd house since around
1874

Margaret Bay,1900(1984012-007)
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Geoffrey\/antrelght Sr. with workers on strawberry farm,

ca. 1910 (198912-006d)

1884

Johnand FlorenceVantreightemigratedfrom Dublinto Saanich

| in 1884andsettledin the northeastcornerof GordonHeadin a
. sectionthat had originallybeena part of Johnz 2 NJxt&asive
-+ land holdings John had been a civil engineer for the Irish
. government A vocal advocate for local improvements, John
. U frequentlymadethe sevenmile walkto the legislaturebuildings
X4 » t0 petition for newroadsandaschoolin GordonHead

WhenJohndiedin 1896 16 yearold Geoffreytook overrunning
| the farm. Eventuallyhe bought 20 acresof his own on Tyndall

Avenue,and in 1906 he and his brother, Sidneymoved into a

small shack on the property, while his mother, sisters, and

youngest brother moved into Victoria In 1914 Geoffrey

| married Maud Bartholomewand by the 1920s, their appleand

berry cropswere so profitable they were able to build a larger
houseon TyndallAvenuewherethey raisedtheir family. In 1913
Geoffrey persuadedhis neighbour, William Edwards,to part
with someof his daffodil bulbs,but he nevermadethe flowers
his primary crop. In the 19405 and 19505, Geoffrey Jr. turned
the daffodil crop into a thriving businessgarninghim the title
Daffodil King Soon,he was shippingbulbs and flowers across
Canadandaroundthe world.
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Johnx |y (i NJ&ardK KegxBproperty at North Bay, ¢886-1890(1984-012-005)



1885

In June 1885 John Vantreight
petitioned the Provincialgovernment
to improve accessto the north east
part of Gordon Head The petition
was successfuand by the end of the
year, Gordon Head Road had been
widened and graded By November
1886 accessfor land owners was
again improved as the road
connecting Gordon Head Road to
Tyndall Avenue, now Ferndale Road
Cae A : WS SN R O B = andGrandviewDrive,wascompleted
Old snake fence on Gordon Head Rdm,6(1983011 002 The new FerndaleRoadreplacedan
earlier trail nearerthe coastand was
built on land donated by James
Houlihan

1888

In 1888 William Charles Grant and his brother James
bought land near presentday Tyndall Avenue William

Grantand his wife Isabella(nee Eddie)had two houseson

that land, the first they calledHomewoodand then further

north, Craigelachiewhichwaslocatedon the property that

later becameknown as Strangewood W.C. Grant was the

first to cultivate strawberriesin GordonHeadin the 1890s.

Thestrawberryfieldsat Craigelachiéencreasedn acreageso
much that outside help had to be enlistedin picking The
first pickers on D NJ yfarn® &vere First Nations, some
Songheesand some Kiksilahfrom up-Island EachJunea
dozen or more canoesmight be seen drawn up on the

beachat MargaretBay

In 1905 Grant bought part of the Pollockproperty (which
had belongedto CaptainDodd) and built a new houseon
TorquayDrive In anticipation of the BCElectric Company
installing lines in Gordon Head, the house was wired for
.| electricity Unfortunately,electricity did not reachthe area
~ | until 1921, by whichtime the Grantshad departed for the
“ . | Cariboodistrict. In addition to operatinga successfufarm,
- | WilliamGrantwasone of the first schooltrusteesat Gordon

, : e Sy =1 HeadSchoolholdingthe office for 13 years He alsoserved
CraigelachiE 2 ®/ ® DN} yiQa K2YS 2 y O(Iaszs)le t%Sﬁ%hlEiﬁOlﬂ]’C‘ﬂom6ﬁﬁ’t@907
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1889

Andrew Henderson Strachanand his wife Isabellamoved to Gordon
Head in 1889 having previously operated a grocery store on Johnson
Streetand a broom factoryin VictoriaWest In 1889, Strachammovedhis
broom businesg2o GordonHeadand built a houseat 4226 GordonHead
Road The first housewas demolished,but their secondhouse, built in

1907, is listed on the SaanichHeritageRegister Strachanwas appointed
Justiceof the Peacein 1900 and performed the swearingin of the first

councillors for the newly organized Municipality of Saanichin 1906

He continued this duty until his death in 1921 Strachanwas also long-

time presidentof the Saanich.iberalAssociation

1891

By 1890 parentsin GordonHeadwere growingfrustrated that

their children had to walk to CedarHill to attend school, so
they circulateda petition for a new schoolto be built, and the
completed petition was carried to the legislature by John
Vantreight The petition was successfuland Gordon Head
Schoolopenedin August1891 Theschoolhousevasbuilt on a
half-acre of land donated by Mr. Deansnear what is now
GrandviewDrive and Tyndall Avenue The first trustees were
William Deans, John Vantreight, and W.C Grant The first
teacherwasMissMarion Gordon

Above:Class photograph, 1904 (probably Gordon Head Sc2édlp028-002)
Three students identifie@harlotte Watson (second row, 4th from left), Fanny
Strachan (back row, centre), and Airlie Watson (back row, 4th from left)

Below: Gordon Head School division 2, gradésvith teacher Miss Girling,

1945 (2014008-056)

In 1912 to accommodategrowingenrollment,a smallpiece of
farmland was purchaseddirectly to the east of the original
schooland, rather than demolishingthe first school,a second
wasbuilt nextto it. GordonHeadSchoolburneddownin 1925
but was quicklyrebuilt and operateduntil 1956 whenthe new
GordonHeadElementarySchoolopenedon KenmoreRoad In
1957, the GordonHeadschoolhousevasdeclaredsurplusand
turned over to the Municipality to be used by other
organizationslt wasdemolishedn 1966

Right: Second and first Gordon Head Schools taken from Aitkens strawberry ol

field, ca. 1912 (201531-147) In foreground, present day Grandview Drive

would be on right.




1898

Thefirst GordonHeadCommunityHall waserectedin 1898on land donatedby strawberryfarmer William C. Grant
Mr. W. Clayton,teacherat the one-room GordonHead Schoolfrom 18951897, founded the Gordon Head Mutual
Improvement Societyin 1896asa debatingclub. Thesocietywasthe impetusbehindbuildingthe first GordonHead
CommunityHallto accommodatethe group and its popularactivities Thedemandfor a communityhall had existed
for sometime, and after the hall openedits doors on November25, 1898 it quickly becamea socialand cultural
centrefor familieslivingin the area

Althoughthe Societywasthe hub of communitylife for manyyears,in the 1920s the hall wasgraduallyusedlessand
less,andit fell into disrepair. After the GordonHeadMutual ImprovementSocietybroke up in 1929 the hall wassold
for backtaxesto Arthur Lambrickwho, in 1932 hadthe hallmoveddownto hisown property at 4146 TyndallAvenue,
adjacentto (i 2 R ILa&m@QrickPark In its new position, the hall wasrejuvenatedwith an addedkitchenareaand an
addition alongthe south side of the buildingto be usedfor carpetbowling Initially, Lambrickleasedthe hall to the
Gordon Head BadmintonClub and later to the GordonHead Athletic Clun During WWII, the hall which was now
knownsimplyas[ | Y 6 NBlalDWaSusedfor communitywar work andto hostclassesn St W2 KAfmddanceFirst
Aid. In 1946 the newly revived GordonHeadMutual ImprovementSocietypurchasedthe hall and land back from
Lambrick,who generouslyagreedto sellthe hall to the Societyfor the original price he had paid for it and with no
addedinterest The{ 2 O A fip@s@&vsonceagainto carryout activitiesin the hall whichwould enrichcommunity
life. Thehallwasupdatedwith heatingfacilitiesanda coatof paint,andin 1955 the popularGardenClubbeganusing
the hallfor their meetings

Left: Gordon Head Community Hall46 Tyndall Ave1972(1980010-021a)

Right: Reeve Hugh Curtis and Mrs. Gertrude Miller (nee Grant) cutting cake at the Gordon Head
Mutual Improvement Socie0" anniversary1967(1981-027-006)



1900

On 1 November190Q Mrs. Annie McRaeopened Gordon| S | Rr€ Jost office at their
home at 4495 TyndallAvenue Sixdayslater, NormanShaw,postmasterat Mount TolmiePost
Office,deliveredthe first sackof mail postmarkedGordonHeadPO. Thenext postmasterwas
Bella Grant, and later, FlorenceGray ran the post office for one year from her home on
PollockRoad

% From1909to 192Q ElizabethWatsonran the postoffice from her home at whatisnow 1775
| Barrie Road(formerly Ash Road) Elizabethand GeorgeWatson built the home they called
8l Thrumson property formerly owned by Dr. Ash,convertinghis cottaged WS NJ& $ itcEa
= barn. Outsidethe backdoor of Thrumswasa smallglasswalled room where residentscame

@ to buy stamps,registerletters, or weighparcels ElizabethWatsonwasalsothe first president
of the GordonHeadbranchof the 2 2 Y S yhSitute, and GeorgeWatsonservedat various

Above: Elizabeth Watson and

daughter Marjorie at Thrums,  times as Reeve,Councillor,SchoolTrustee,and Police Commissionenof Saanich During his
time asReevefrom 19201923 he foughtfor a water systemto be installedin GordonHead

19305 2014008110

Below left: Watsoriamily and
others in front of Thrums,
1910s (2014€08-012)

Below right: George Watson
at Barrie Road farm1910s
(1981:002-003)

1901

In 1901, Malcolm Dunnett brought his wife, Jessie(nee
Skinnerjandtheir four daughtersto live in GordonHead They
would later have another daughterand 3 sons Malcolm had
purchasedthe property sometime earlier, and while the
family were living in the Yukon,Malcolmaskedhis neighbour,
carpenter IsaacSomers,to build them a house The house
was located at 4375 Tyndall Avenue During the next few
years,until enoughland couldbe cleared,Malcolmcontinued
to work asa shipwrightin Victoria He hired Chinesdabourers
to assistwith felling large trees and eventually, was able to
becomea full-time farmer. After WS & @eatf i 5957, eldest
sonCharlescontinuedto live and farm on the property. In the
early 1960s, The AnglicanSynodpurchasedthe land for what
B o et e " ; M would become St 5 dzy & G Angli€eé Church and the
Dunnetthouse on Tyndall Avenue, 1902 (198®-030) Dunnettfam”y homewasdemolished




1908

¥ = )7 Fruit grower William N. Ozardand his wife Elizabeth
a1 Thomasina(nee Simons)relocatedto Victoria from
,'{ Winnipegabout 1908 Theirsons,Harry MacDonald
M Ozard (who probably built the house located at
" 8 4456 TyndallAvenue)and Walter John Ozard and

| their daughterMarguerite JaneOzard continuedto
| farm the land after their LJ- NXSdgathg Williamin
¥ 1909 and Elizabethin 1918 In addition to farming,
~| Walter wastrained as a typesetterand worked asa
compositorat the Daily Colonistand VictoriaTimes
| Marguerite taught at Strawberry Vale Schooland
then, from 1920 until her retirement in 1932 was
= the principal of CraigflowerSchool Marguerite was
still living at the family houseand operating part of
the originalfarm at the time of her deathin 1954

: o G ':i.’ -;_'/‘: 'f' - ';' et r
Ozardhouse on Tyndall Avenue, 1910s (1:989-003a)

=

1909

Martin Mallett and his wife emigrated from

Englandn 1909and 1910respectively Theylived

at the corner of Gordon Head Road and Ruby
Road Martin Mallett worked for the District of

Saanich with the road crews for 42 years
beginning in 1910 He worked on Shelbourne
Street when it was put through in 1915 and on

Mount Tolmie Road (now RichmondRoad) The
lastjob he worked on wasRoyalOakAvenue Mrs.

Mallett worked as a seamstressat the University
Schoolon RichmondRoad

Above Mrs. Mallett with power driven log saw,
Ruby Roadl910s (1981-:012-015a)

Below:Martin, Fred, and MrdVallett with horses,
Ruby Road, c4.900(1981-012-005)




19101912

Edward Hamilton and Florence Rebecca (nee
Mclinnis) Mitchell cameto Saanichfrom Toronto
around1910o0r 1912and, like manyother Gordon
Head farmers, they grew strawberriesand later
| daffodils Theycalledtheir home at 1955 Saltair
CrescentAvalon DuringWWII, FlorenceMitchell
was very active in the community, directing the
activitiesof the GordonHeadRedCrossas Mileva
| Todd had done during WWI. She was also an
.| executivemember of the Gordon Head Athletic

| Club,and headeda volunteer project to support

el T o - . young mothers during the Depression Their
Ly ST aAuOKStT Q& LOD2WEEZ mMp WdA & mbmn OHIHAGaghter Inez Mitchell was the Assistant
Some of the other girls pictured are: Marjorie Watson, Ursula Edward§) itaett ProvincialArchivistfrom 1954to 1971

Dallas Cameron, Bee Williamson, Cofgales Pam Edwards, and Maude Aitkens

1910

AlgernonHenry Peaseand is wife Letitia Jean(nee Grydge$

came to Saanicharound 1910 and settled in the area of

Finnerty and SinclairRoads,which later becamepart of the

University of Victoria campus They called their property

Hamsterley Farm and operated a successfulstrawberry jam

factory. Theyalso made chocolatesand candy,sold produce,
operated a chickenfarm, and made home-made wine which

they marketed during Prohibition One of the last remaining
water towers in Saanichis located on the t S I &f@naea
property. It standsasa reminder of the importanceof market

gardening in the I NJ kafhadevelopment Until Saanich
Waterworksreachedrural areas,manyfarmershad gravity-fed

water tankslike this. ThePeasenousewasmovedandwasstill

servingasthe Universityof + A O (i SthdertHalth Services
Centerin 2008 In the 19205, the Peasesold HamsterleyFarm

and went on to open the Hamsterley Tea Room on the

Malahat, then HamsterleyLakesideand later the Toby Jugat

ElkLake

From 1933 to 1946 Alice Maud Robertson(nee Ferguson)
owned the property. She renamed it Drummadoon later
changedto Upper Drummadoonwhen her R | dz3 Khousé\J
LowerDrummadoon wasbuilt down the hill on SinclairRoad

Above: Water tower aB815HaroRoad, cal968(1978001-015)
Below: Plans dbrummadoon1936(2009-039)
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Above: Woman enjoying the view from Mowuuglas.
Cormorant Point and Ash Road below, aft®i1(1989017-080)

Right: John Woods standing iri@ld of larkspur at his home on
Ash Road]910s (1989-017-080)
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