Portrait of unidentified Chinese cool
and foreman of Broadmead Farm

Diversityhas existedon the SaanichPeninsulasince
long before the first Europeansarrived and for nearly taken on Chinese New Year, 18¢

. . (1980020-002)
200 years, immigrants from acrossthe world have

chosento makethis areatheir home.

At Saanich,we strive to live in harmony with one
another and recognizethat our differencesare what m
makeour communitystrong W
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Songheegirst NationgPotlachon the site of the former reserve,
west side of the Johnson Street Bridge, 1895 (DE2194)

In 1885 the Governmentof Canadapassedthe potlatch ban, legislationforbidding the
practice of the potlatch. The ban remained in Canadianlegal code until 1951, when
Sectionl49wasdeleted from a revisionof the Indian Act Despitethe potlatch ban never
being entirely effective with many continuing the practice underground,it did cause
significantculturaldamage
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UnidentifieFirst Nations
woman drying seaweed, 1904
(1981:019-099)



In the infancyof British Columbiaduring the time of the gold
rush and amid concernsover annexationto the United States,

hundredsof BlacksettlersacceptedGovernorJamess 2 dz3 f | _—
invitation to immigrateto Vancouversland In Saanichmany =
of these pioneers became farmers and the community P | ¥
regularlycametogetherto build churchesandschools I | \}
Onefamily that arrived in Saanichfrom Californiaduring this - {

period was Charlesand NancyAlexanderand their children,

arrivingin 1858 After finding successn the FraserRivergold

fields, Charlespurchaseda farm near ShadyCreekin Saanich,
wherethe family would remainfor the next33years

The Alexanderfamily initiated and

supported the building of the

original Shady Creek Methodist

Churchand Charleswas one of its

first preachers A carpenter by

trade, CharlesAlexandemwasalsoa

schooltrustee for many yearsand

was involved in the formation of

the TemperanceSociety and the

Agricultural Society The family

later movedto the SwanLakearea
and many Alexanderdescendants
still reside on Vancouver Island
today.

Top: Portrait of Charles Alexander, date unknow|f
(1981:018-004)

Bottom: Unidentified member of the Alexander
family riding with William RicharBridmoreand
Cliff Osborne at the corner of Burnside Road an
Douglas Street, ca. 1914 (20033-018)
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To learn more . L

0Go Do Som6&reat Thingthe Black Pioneers of British Colunmbia
by Crawford Kilian

¢Colour, Class, and the Victorians: English Attitudes to the Negro in the
Mid-Nineteenth Centugy2 0 €& Slardmgrf & ! &

dn the beauty of holiness: Shady Creek Church,-189% = o6& W2KYy aOwl S
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| NEW DRY GOODS. |

MPAE WELL KENOWN DRY GOoODS

Store of A, HOFFMAN, corner of Yates and
Government streets, Is now stocked with a tull as-
sortment of the Istest and best

|y 2 GXSRNAAIS 2 IRING @ & | y O2 d2ISINHKB2 £ k| Winter Goods,
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Cloth and Cassimere Cloaks,
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l;::::}xate&]l;r'ud the Richert and most Fashionable |

| A Y fyfdSMeRSINS ¢ ¥ A& i SING SR-SYNBBKS2 LI S §ELaS: |, Sills Dressoes
Gros de Naple, Gros de Rine, Rich Flouuce
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tlons and Stripes.  Our nssortment of
Domestic & Staple Dry Goods

¢ K S é fQAW@ 2 ﬁ:l RI\] m K l@y ﬁ. él L\]dZNum -'w,l:K é In nhucomplctc.alnunk-‘\\v}?llch Is the Dbest Welch,

French nud Shaxer FLANNEL.

LINE ZaWSGR 8 K2 3 Nt A B BHNF AIA Kidzf R SIA{2A/|  radies mosiery and Gloves

Of every description.
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104, 1144 nnd 12-4.

We invite the public to examine oar Stock. and
promise to give satisiaction to the most lustidious
tnstes, nys well with regard to quality ns to economy.

We charge but a slight advance on Manu-
facturing Prices,

We have, in adidition to the above, an elegant as-

TO |earn mOre sortment of goods suitable tor

s
- . " :  HOLIDAY PRESENTS,
oRaincoastlews: Integration in British Columbia 0 & | and to which we direct the particular attention of

onr patrons,  Orders from British Columnbia and

LI||OO€tNOI’dlIngerMCDonaId i Washington Territory, promptly sttcuded to.
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GA Coat of Manyolours Two Centuries of Jewish Life in In addition to his work as a dry goods merchant, Hoffme
Canada = 0 eAb&llNIJA Yy 3 was the first secretary of the Congregation Emmanue



A T hCainesemmigration,whichwasexpectedis beginning
to setin. About 800 Chinamenhave arrived within the last
fortnight, someof them in two vesselsfrom China direct,
othersfrom SanFrancisco Theyhavenearly all goneup to
themines

Accountsfrom China saythat a large immigration may be
expectedf the Chineseare well treated

There are no distinctions made against them in these
colonies Theyhavethe sameprotectionas all other persons,
andin the mines,theyare allowedthe samerights, liberties,
and privilegesas all other miners,and the great bulk of the
populationis very glad to seethemcominginto the country
Fearsfor theresultare the phantomsf a fewnervousandill -
informedp er sons o

Quote from the Victoria correspondent |,
of the London TimesMiay 1860.
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In 1872 the BCLegislaturepassedhe first law to disqualifyChinesdrom voting
In provincialelections In 1895 new legislationmade qualifyingto vote in the
federalelectiondependanton the provinciald 2 (i BstNHavingbeenstripped of
their provincialvoting rights, this meantthat ChineseCanadiansost the federal
vote too. Theydid not win backtheir right to vote until 1947 when the federal
ChinesémmigrationAct, alsoknownasthe ChinesdexclusioAct, wasrepealed



To learn more
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Themostdistinctivefeature of the Chinesecommunityin Canadaprior to WWII,was
its overwhelmingmaleness Traditionalconcernsdiscouragedemale emigrationand
Canadianimmigration laws reinforced this practice This malenesscontributed to
White suspicionsabout Chinesemorality and to complaintsthat the Chinesewere
not contributingto the developmentof BCbut were sendingtheir earningshometo
wives,families,andvillages

Saanichresident Lum YoungChowarrived in Victoriain 1903 at the age of 18. He
beganworkingasa houseboyfor W. Jamesorof the W.A. JamesorCoffeeCompany
Forseveralyearshe worked 14 to 16 hoursa day earning$3 a month. Eventuallyhe
savedenough money to pay for his three brothers to come to Victoria In 1924
wishingto go into businessfor himself he bought land on ShelbourneStreet and
establisheda greenhouseln 1927, he married LeeDon Guiandin 1928 their eldest
son EdwardLumwasborn. Edwaselectedmayor of Saanichn 1975 servingin that
role until 1978 In the 19505, 9 R Qife RoselLee,was the first Chinesewoman to
work for the Bankof Commerce

Lumfamily on the porch of their Shelbourne Street home (front right) with Your
Bros. greenhouses and employees (back left), July 1927-02Q182)



To learn more
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oChinese Canadians: Voices from a
by Evelyn Huang
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Chinese dwelllng on McMorran Farm, ca. early 19003 (008W84)
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Top: Unidentified First Nations strawberry pickers on the Vantreight Farm in Gordon Head, 196&11981b)
Middle: Unidentified First Nations strawberry pickers on the Vantreight Farm in Gordon Head,1910130823)
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Betweenl1906 and 1910 a large Sikhcommunity developedat the
ButchartCementPlantat Todinlet.

Theworkers at the cement plant and limestone quarry, consisting
primarily of Sikh and Chineseimmigrants, typically worked a 10
hour day, 6 daysa week If a ship arrived at the companywharf at
night, Sikh workers were expectedto unload even if they had
alreadyput in a 12 hour shift. If anyonerefusedto unloadat night,
they would not get additionalshift work or overtime.

Sikhmenin the communityworkedtogetherto supporteachother.
Theywould take turns walkingto the ProspectLake Storeto buy
groceries, and to nearby farms to buy chickensand eggs A
committee arrangedthe financesfor purchaseof food and supplies
andeachY | ysQaewascalculatedat the end of the month.
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To learn more

OA History of the Sikhs of Victoria, B.C.
by Manmohan SingWirk Butchart Cement Plant, 1904 (19819-019)

GThe story oButchartGardens = o6& 51 @S t NBadGz2y
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Thefirst known Japanesemmigrantin
Canada, Manzo Nagano, arrived in
Victoriain 1877. He ran a number of
businesses in downtown Victoria,
cateringprimarily to prospectors,until |,
his death in 1924 Like the Chinese, s
most Japanesammigrantsto Canada |
between 1877 and 1907 were young | .
men. The Issei(first generation)were
usually literate and most came from
fishingor farmingvillages

In 1907, amid pervasive racism and
Asiandisfranchisementaws,two other
Japanes@mmigrants,brothersHayato
and Kensuke Takata created / I y I Rrbt Japanese [
gardenand teahousein what is now 9 & lj dzA @drde i ¢
Park At its peak, the garden and teahouse attracted b
thousandsof visitors and becamea vibrant social hub
that enrichedthe livesof residentsof all backgrounds

WhenHayatoand Kensukelakatawere forcibly uprooted
and sentto internment campsin 1942 alongwith nearly
22,000 other JapaneseCanadianslocal residentslooted
and destroyedthe oncetreasuredsite. It took 35 years 8/ &
to nurture the tea gardensand mere monthsto destroy [ BESETRE  Gwn £ ——
what the brothers had built, an act of racism that Vroe /-2 [
severedthe Takata$)ast tie to their adopted city. After
the war, they movedto Torontoto start over.

The Takata Japanese Garden/Zen Garden at the
HorticulturalCentreof the Pacificin Saanichs namedfor
the Takatafamily and featurestwo Japanesenaplesthat
were savedfrom the GorgeParkgardens
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Japanese Tea Garden, ca. 1910s (Z03®@235 and 200-046-076)
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