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Madeline Pridmore Kowalyshen

was born on April 11, 1917 at the

family home at 765 Burnside Road

West. She is the daughter of William

Richard Pridmore and Hancina

Bugslag. Hancina was a model for

Spencer’s store in downtown Victoria before working

as a lady’s maid for Mrs. Dunsuir at Hatley Castle.

Madeline’s maternal grandparents, Peter and

Ingeborg Bugslag, lived at Royal Roads for many

years. Hancina and William met at Hatley Castle

when he was hauling materials for the stone fence

there. William worked as Roads Foreman for Ward 4

in Saanich, and later in logging camps. He was also

involved in Civil Defense for Saanich during the

Second World War. Madeline attended Craigflower

School until Grade 7; she did not attend high school.

On the farm, she helped with baking, horseshoeing,

and other chores. She also worked on the nearby

Seas farm picking tomatoes. The Pridmore farm was

sold in 1937, after the death of William Abraham

Pridmore, Madeline’s paternal grandfather, and at

that time William Richard Pridmore and his family

moved to Admirals Road. After completing her

schooling, Madeline worked in various jobs including

at a downtown restaurant; and in the home of Dr.

Grant as a cook, receiving $15 per month. She

married James Randall at the age of 22 and they had

a son, William. They later divorced and Madeline

remarried. Leonard Kowalyshen is her son from her

second marriage, and it was through him that these

records generously came to Saanich Archives.
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The notebook and information in this presentation 

were generously donated to Saanich Archives 

by Madeline Pridmore Kowalyshen and Leonard Kowalyshen.

You can learn more about the Pridmore family by visiting Saanich Archives.

SAANICH ARCHIVES

3100 Tillicum Road, Victoria, British Columbia, V9A 6T2

Tel: 250-475-1775, Email: archives@saanich.ca


