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VANTREIGHT, GEQFFREY JR.

Today is August 5th, 1977, and I am talking to Mr. Geoffrey Vantreight Jr.

and we are talking about some of his early recollections of Gordon Head. Hig
father was a pioneer here. . Maybe we could start My, Vantreight by telling me
about your dad and how he first got started in the fruit-growing business.

My dad or my grandfather?

Well, let's étart with vour grandfather.

Well my grandfather first came out here in 188.. He left Ireland in 1882 and
I understand he got here in 1884, after two years down in California, but you
know about that don't you?

GO ahead.

Well, I wasn't down there.

Tell what you remember from the family storys.

He did some farming down there, for a year and a half, He was down and around
outside of San Francisco, and anyway he didn't like it down there hecause of

the dampness or the cold, or it wasn't cold enough or something, and he always

had his eye on coming to Victoria, sSo he sold out the land he had there and

_made a few dollars, he .dﬂi.n_'..til,o_s.@féﬁy.il.’:majfé_-_...ie,._QQLHE_.,I@JCLMh_Jgsﬁ_Lhan

a thousand dollars and he still thought he was a rich, retired man with a
fifty dollar a month pension, | ~

That was from the Irish goverpment? ‘ _
The Irish govermment for being a civil énginger and he got sent back to war .-
building bridges there, span bridges, he designed scme. They let him retire.;,_
how 01d would he have been then if he ++«. he died in 1896,

He was born in 1854 so he woﬁld be about,.

1844 wasn't it?

Would it have been 1844 that he was born?

I think so, you'drbetter double-check that‘one.

He'd have been 40 years old then when he first came to Gordon Head,

Yes, because I understood. ..you could‘be right theré. Because he died in '9g

and I understood he was a little over 50, either 51 or 52, What would that

‘make him?

That would make him 45 years o0ld when he.died,

In '967 ‘Well you just double check that, you can do it at the grave yard there

‘at St. Lukes. But a guy wouldn't retire at thirty, would he?

You .wouldn't think so,
He did retire, well, to get a pension. To get a pension he must have been around

forty or so. How old did you say he was when he came out here?
1882 he came to American and 1884 he settled in Gordon Head.
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Yes, 1884. Well in 1882 he left the Irish government and he was born in 1844

so he would be about thirty-eight. That's still pretty early retirement, isn't
it? And he got a fifty dollar a month pension. T think he was more likely
thét age than twenty-eight. I was just talking, we had a letter from a person, -
I think T must have left it up at the house. Isn't it funny you should talk
about this.. look at this.

There it is there.

I got that letter yesterday.

It says here that'your grandfather, John Vantreight, was the brother of my

grandfather Robert Vantreight, who was born on the 20th of July, 1843 and

died on the 24th of August, 1925. Do you have any information about their
father George Vantfeight. I would like to know the date of his birth and death
and where he died. According to an article.T read in youxr very'fine Archives.
in Vietoria, Vantreight ancestor went to Ireland from Holland in 1812. T
would appreciate any information ydu can give me about the father and mother C
of Robert and anything further back. T have also wondered if there were any
sisters or brothers to John and Robert.' And that is from Mrs. Harvey in
Berkley, California. So your great uncle Robert, did he come out?

We never knew about him. He was in California. I guess that's the California
bit then.

Why they went to California.

Yes, I wonder if he was there first. That's a little research for you to do.
No, that was Berkley, California. I've often heard about this Mrs. Harvey_and
she is actuaily the same generation that I am.

Yes, she'd be the third generation too. )

No, she would be like my fathers generation. She must be quite old.

She said her father, Robert Vantreight. | '

That would be your uncle,

Yes. She must be some age.‘

So that must be one of yoﬁr aunts. _

Well, aunt removed. She talked to Robert out here and Robert_told me about her.
So, your mother and father came then from Ireland and moved to San Francisco
and then..; '

No, my grandfather.

Oh yes, I'm sorry, your grandparents. And then they moved up here. So when

they moved up here to Gordon Head they were responsible for starting the

' Vantreight Farm at the end of Gordon Head Point. How many acres did they first

have there?
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They bought 125 acres. T know, for 3375 because they kicked about the Price,
bo you want to go throught that again? When they came here it was actually the
government they bought from, I imagine it'was the government. They wanted

$2.50 an acre then because it was on waterfront, Potentially some day they said

. People would bhe living out here and want a lot of Property because of the beache:s

and waterfront broperty.
He kicked because the man in front of him was buying where the Hudson's Bay is

today on Douglas Street there, There was a section of lang near Government

buying forty acres for'eighty dollarsg right in front of him. But my grandfathey
kicked about the price for.a day before he bought it because the man in front
said 'Well thera is a lot of rock'where the Hudson'sg Bay and the Curling Rink

is today.ang Grandad was going to go pig farming there_aﬁd he was going to have
trouble, there wasn't too much arable landg there. That'g why it was two dollarsg
an acre. Land further on Douglas Street was going for two and a half ap acre
too, where North Douglas ang Princess now . That wag better lang and that wag
going for two and a half an acre too. But anyway'they;bought it and you know
the land ig just worth a fantéstic amount of money. Of course, that was a lot.
of money in thoge days too.

Even then the Gordon Head lang was valued at a higher price than; Say, some of
the downtown land, It was recognized as arable langz

Yes it Wés all arable land. My ancestors, my Grandfather, he only cleared about

twenty acres. My father did that too when he was g boy, because they just hag

Was it Douglas Fir?
Douglas Fir,,yes. Ana the other firs, Spruce and Arbutug were mixed with it,
You know. Down there it wag all very rocky. It wasg arable.land but never hag
been as good ag agriculture where the original Vantrieghts moved. But Dad ‘moveq
up here in 1893 when he was eighteen, When he bought this.land, Down there

it was two and a half an acre and'about_twentylyears later when Dad bought up
here, about sixteen years later, it was ten dollars an acre.and they'ﬁhought
that was Pretty big inflation 1 Juess.

That was this twenty acre Property? . )

This twenty acre Property. Thepn Dad bought thig twenty acres and then geven

acres three or four years later up here. That was about 1900, 1898 or it might

have been 1900. And about three or four years later_he boughtxthat Seven acres

WMWM%MW‘W ——————
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down there for fifteen dollars an acre, but part of it had been cleared.
AmaZing; only five or ten dollars extra for cleared land, but you wouldn't
take one step up for a hundred dollars now. My Grandfather had quite a nice
farm down there on the original piece and they did some farming, but more

hobby farming until he died. 'My Grandfather's pension died with him in

1896 and so Dad then had to go to work at school. He only had three or four

years at school. He had to make a living to support to'support all his brothers
and sisters and his mother, After that...

How did he make a living at that point?

By cutting trees down and making them into cordwood and hauling a cord at a

time with a team of horses down to James Bay pecople. It think it was three or
four dollars a cord he got then. .

Did he sell direct? Was there a group that he sold to?

No he got orders from houéeholders, you know. As he brought one load he'd get
an order foxr another load. It was a long way to haul it but it was his timber
and his brothers were trying to cut it up for him and he'd make a trip a day.
He'd leave in the morning, cut the wood and load it in his wagon and drive into
town with the team and deliver it and then he'd lay down in the wagon. He had
a mattress in the back of the wagon and he'd go to sleep and he'd let the horses
find their way back. Sometimes they'd find their way back to the farm and
sometimes go off to another field in the éarly morning when it got light. That's
the way they lived to make a living to buy food and after that...

So that was pretty hard times then for ybur family?

Yes, apparently so. And after that they sold some land. Some of the Vantrieght
land was sold to the Lieutenant Governor or thewLieutenant Govérnor‘s brother,
I'm not sure.

Which one was that?

Patterson. They sold about twenty acres or so at Vantreight:Point down there

. to make encugh money to look after my mother and bring up the rest of the

family,
Did the family continue to live at Vantreight Point then?
Yes they did, but after that Dad moved-up here.After they sold. Dad bought a

house down on Caledonia Avenue downtown. They moved downtown then, so the

people could go to school. There were no highschools out here then for the

sisters and brothers.
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Did they Qo to the Victorig High School?

Yes. My Auntie Evelyn and my. Auntie Idy, she went into nursing at the Royal Jubilec
around 1900. She graduated about 1900, I think, She tréined to be a nurse and my
other auntieg trained to be school teachers and that. They were in town and Daq
carried on farming out here and he went to town in the winter time before he was
married and he lived with them in the winter time. Dad lived right on the farm
here, actually hig buildings were just burned down last winter. This barn up here
and this other shed where he had his horses. They were Just burnt down last year
where he liveg with his horses ang that'before_he got married in 1914, ‘

Your grandfather did anp awful lot of thihgs for the Gordon Head Community. e helped
establish the Gordon Head School. ' '

That's right, With the Dean familf.

Can you tell me a5 bit about that?

this Property in the Municipal op Provincial Government'sg name so they could get the
school teachersg out here and have 3 school. Houlihans were here, They came in the
Same year asg My parents did, in 1894, as 1 understand. angd Watsons were here too,
they lived over here and 1 remember all those pPeople. Have you télked to Marjorie,
Mrs. Watson? ’

I'm going'to visit her.

She was the generation‘before me. Let's see, T'm fifty-three and she must be seventy

three or four, isn't she? She was g generation before me.

She taught me in school for five Years. Grades 1 to 5. That's when Gordon Head

School was a two-roomed school. I often think, lets see 1 was born in 1924 ang 1
went to school in 1929, thirty—five, that's whep only twenty-two Pupils were going
to Gordon Heaqg School in two rooms. A lot of beople had moveg away. because of
tough times or something, “That's when they were worried about it being made inteo
a4 one-roomed school, Down to twenty-two, there'were Vantreights, Lambricks ang
Grants, They were over half the Population of that school, and Marjorie Goodwin
Qas teaching then. She brought up that school. She'll tell you that herself, and
left there in Gfade eight and two Years later she was back there as 3 teacher,
From grade eight she went to one year in Normal School, I guéss, Or one vear at
High Schooi, I don't know what it was, but'she‘ll tell vou the story. It was just
a few vears ang she was back teaching at the Same school,

What kind of teacher was she?

She was a Very good teacher, T liked her ang she taught me for five years. 71t was

. grades one to four and then she got grade five ip there somehow., And she +apahs’

mwmh\‘m—m;“vﬁm"n——wwm
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grade five that Yyear too,

On the corner of Tyndall Avenue ang now Grandview.
But Grandview wasn't there at that time?

No, it wasn't. And it wag about one hundreq yards north of where we are today.

built, But, when 1 went there ip 1929 or '30, they were using the olg original

It wasn't torn down until the forty's or fifty's. The forty's, T guess it wag

Who donated the 1ang then for the Gordon Head School?
That was Mr. Dean, he donated the land for that first school because he hag a-family

here too.

I'm Pretty sure it ﬁas John Dean; As T 5aw again, Urgula Jupp will have that, a1l
those books will have that down Pretty accurately, you know.

fhere was some éontroversy then, when the school was moved. When Mr. Dean donated
the land he had special terms and conditions, dig he not?

Yes, that lang was supposed to be given to the Municipality for ever.

And I can remember Ursula Jupp talking +o my Dad about it, and why was Saanich able
to sell that land because John Dean had given it in googd faith for community Purposes
And this wag for ever. oF Course, I donf+ know what happened, but the land was
sold for housing in the Fifty's 1 guess,

Who bought the lana originally?

From who?

From.the‘Municipality.

The Municipality sold it to 3 builder. They subdivided off into four or five lbts
down thére. .You remember that being done. They .s01d itzand got a terrific Price

for it, That's the'critism, for Saanich doing that, It wasn't big enough for a

 because there ig other land that has been allotted to parks all around here. And

there wasg twenty~two bupils going.there, that was in 1932 or 1933, Those people

came as far ag ce Frank Hobbg School wag built up out of that ang Oakcrest School
here, Torquay.School, the Gordon Head School, I figured it out-a while ago, there

are about three thousgang bupils in thig sSame area now, where there was tWenty two
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leaders. of Course there weren't many around here, yoy know, Well, there were

place still at that tipe,

When your father was working out at Gordon Head Point then, clearing timber, when
did he first start Planting the fruit treesg? Or berries?

What, down on the Point?

Did he ever plant on the Point?

Oh Yes, they hadg a good farm down there., My dag farmed down there, that would be

was working full time as a man to support the family., That was in 1896. He worked
two or three years down there ang then they sold the broperty and he went on his
own up here,

How many acresg did they have clearea?

Down there on the old farm? rented that land ten vears ago from Stan'Moore, just

for the fun of it. Well, he wanted it rented or to do sométhing with it, 1

helped to bring the Gordon Head Road up.

Yes, the Gordon Head Road came fiom the south way and Ferndale Road joined up with

Dunnetts, they al1 came after, Houlihans, Grants and Vantrieghts were some of the
first, . .

There's g story that‘Mr.'Houlihan tells about his father when there wag a great
Snow. I think it may have been around 1916 or earlier, the great snow. There wag
& noise that the Houlihang heard Up to the north from yvour place; And hig brothe
Patrick wag there, thig was Jamesg Houlihan'sg brother, ang he walked over.,.. '
Patricke? |

Yes, or Mike?

He had a brother did he, I didn't know that,

He walked over to your place, or Your father's Place, or was it your grandfather's

No, my father's place. That was this place here.
And, that the family was out of wood andg everybody was sick. Did yeu ever hear
that story? '
I think 1 did, vyes, Iﬁ 1916, Yeg, I Temember that, because bag told that same

story because Dag had to walk to town from ... 19167 Yes, that's when they were

Up in this house here ang Houlihans were living in thisg bush here, They were

mwm%_m%mmmwm_,
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living in thig bush here. ang they walked to'town, they said it was a bad night,
that was the Snow of 1916, pag said he walked right across the fields ang there

were. They walked right over the fences. They saw the odd Post I guess, when it
had blown I guess, And he remember Carrying twenty loaves of bread, it was twenty
loaves for a dollar then. bad carrieg out groceriag here, the horsesg couldn't
make it through the Snow. And T know'they said there were scme sick people here,
because they just couldn't get the food, Houlihan helped my family then qig he?
Apparently they were out of wood andg Mr. Houlihan brought over Some wood, for the
family, because everyone was ilj.

I remember they were always good friends even though-they were alway competitors

in farming'and that. But they were always good friends, the Houlihans ang

Vantrieghts,

There was a good community feeling here then.
Oh, ves. oh I can remember being a kig up here, Well I can remember when we kneyw

everybody in Gordon Head. 1If there Was a new person come in they would all go to

UpP. They would do the Cooking and washing and help the beople to set up. There

was a real community spirit here, ang now a days, ¥ou hardly know ¥our next door
neighbour. I cap remember when they'd have 4 party about the second night at. the
new peoples Place, They'd get them up and then they woulg have a party and a good

sing song and this and that. Different parties than you have now g dayw. of

course, there Was no such thing except the fathers would have a littie drink before

they went home Or something. But it was all sing song or games, all good fun, you
know. |

There. was quite a temperance movement here, was there not?

I guess there was. You. know, my dad had a bottle of liquor in the house for vears
juét for medicinal Purpases, youy know. Actually talking about that, my wife wasg
Jean Beckwith and her father, Harolg Beckwith, and Miss Nellie McLung,‘who lived
down here. vyoyu remember Nellie McLung? You've heard about her, the great wfiter?
They started the temperance group in Victoria here, And he was Baptist, My,
Beckwith was, and they started the temperance movement out here. 7T don't know

what yéar,that was, before I was borp I think..

served.

Is that right? I had forgot about that.

.That was in 1898,
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Two years before the turn of the Century, I know that, it was directly across
from where We are now. I gan show you the exact site. Well there's a5 house
right behind the corner of our barn there, right where that tree is. The first'
Gordon Head Matual Improveﬁent Society Hali was built right there,

That was the first place, right on Tyndali Avenue?

Yes. And then it was mo%ed down there.

So, when did they move the Gordon Head Community Hall?

1932 aé far as I know.

What was the Purpose of moving it?

community effort, ‘Renaldy movegd it for the one hundred ang twenty-Ffive dollars
down on to Lambrick's property and_eventually they used it as a4 'community halj, He

rented it out trying to make money out of % 't make anything out of

Society who' was renting it frem him at the time. Going back on the history of
that there was Mr, Grant;...there was a big controvérsy. Lambrick got the hall
and two acresg for two hundred ang fifty dollars ang he solqg those two acres to

somebody for two hundred ang fifey dollars ang of coursge everybody was mad about

for Nothing, 'He'd'made a deal to give it to the Communi ty Hall'Association"for a

‘Very reasonable Price and so on. But.anyWay, he gave it back to them in the end.

- My Dad was on that committeea too. Dag and Grantsg Were trustees of that halil when
it was built ip 1898 up untii 1952,

I took over my Dad'g trusteeship and Bee
Williamson took over her Dad's trusteeship and Bee Williamson ig still a trustee
of_the hall, Have You been able to get holdg of her?
No, 1'11 Have to check.her outk,

She used to live right up by Gordon Head Hall you know, BY Gordon Head Store.

'On San Juan. We had a iot of good times at Gordon Heaq Hall-there, badminton ang

all that. Well it jg still going strong, renteq out for communi ty pProjects and
all the kids, scouts, girl guides angd éo on. Its stil] going_strong. .
So your Grandfather helped to start S, Luke's Chureh in thisg area.

He was the'original...I've Seen the document down there at St Luke's, where John

'Vantrieght Juaranteed the stipend fopr the minigter for fifty dollars 4 vear. Plug

he had a home and I don't know if he had any foog etc. I guess he wasn't Paying

too much income tax on fifty dollars a year at any rate. That was +he Feo o
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first country parish, We went to.-St. Luke's

in 1884, that my grandfather guaranteed that with two other People.

Do you remember who they were? 7

I think it wasg well known families, it coulg have'been the Tolmie family. vyou
could get thoge Tecords from gt Luke's Church if you want to. Tt was an offshoot

barigh, St. Luke's Parish, from the Anglican Church in Victoria, This was the

Up until three years ago when St
Dunstan'g Anglican Churep was built, ang it was an offshoot of st, Lukes.

He helpeqd start that. He laig the corner stone. He dig the actnal laying of

the corner stone while sime other official dig the corner Stone laying of the

{/MN\

sailing ship, from Chemanus to Gordon.Head Point here, The boat wag tied up, .,

he got in close to that Bay down there and they built @ scaffolding from the

My grandfather built it, My'grandfather, of course he Was an engineer, so 1 dJuess

‘building a house wasn't too hard, But he built it himself, I know that, built the

Q.
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barns ang everything around.
S0 your father then, with hig fruit,. when did he get into the daffodil businesg?

1912 or 1913, Apparently Mr. Edwards had just bought the farm next door here,

or short of something, T don't know mavbe they did some trading for a plough or
something. There's a story about that, Maybe Mrs. Jupp will know something ahoyt
that. And they passeqd two sacks of bulbs over the fence then_when_Mr. Edwards

was planting and he said he was sure they woulg grow well here. bad planted these |-

two or three saéks of bulbs ang he buiit it up to ..

That was on thig twenty acrés? '

Twentyfseven acres.

Yes, by that time you hag the twenty-seven acres, _

He built it Up to four or five acreé and he gave me A couple of acreg in 1940 or

1941 when.help was hard to get. He wanted me to Plough then under. ang then

he said 1 could have them, And that's when T startedmonmmy~own;“1“was Sixteen

yearsmold~and"I“Haa a little venture of my own working_with my dad and had my
OWn project at the Same time, 71 built my project up and when dadrbought me. that

e
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and I built that up to about a three hundred acre faynm now, Cleared it up and
bought it. 1 built up those two acres of bulbs and bought Dad's four or five acres
after too, During the war years we built them ﬁp. Bulbs were hard to get then,
Yes, and there was no shipping across from Holland.

No Holland bulbs and no Japanesge bulbs coming in then. So it wasn't a bad business

during the war. ang he came out to this farm during his holidays and wanted to
see it. We hadg applied to him to get tires and gasoline. And I was out of the
Army too and we were still allowed to grow these bulbs,

Mr. Vantreight, lets talk about the Fruit-Growers Association and how that got

The fruit industry was g big industry, at least I can Yemember it being a big
industry when T was a child. My bag was the Strawberry king here for many years
on this farm here and-later on I was the.strawberry king with about forty acres
of strawberries. T was farming out in Saanich in the fifties and sixties, But
the strawberry industry is dead now because of the chéaper Price of labour down
in California, but we were Supplying all the Prairieé then with their fresh fruit

and locally in Vancouver and Victoria. The strawberry was a big industry here.

It was in the barn right behind thig building here, not a hundred feet from this
building here wag the first Gordon Head Fruit Grower's Association's office and
shipping center, My Dad started it in our barn. |

What year was that? Any ideg?

I couldn't be sure. I've heard talk about it. I imagine it would be around 1910
Or s0. Could be '10 or '12. But some of these other ladies could maybe tell you.

Ursula Jupp has a lot of these things at her finger tips. But that was the first,

-Then they built one right acrogs from Gordon Head Store. They bought less than an

acre of land there and had the reqular Gordon Head Ffuit Grower's Association down
there. and it was going right up until about 1950 or S0, and people were growing
a fair amount of fruit in Gordon Head here still. Now there is no fruit grown

in Gordon'Head here} there's a certain amount grown out in-Saanich. 1 grew a lot
g

-of fruit out there too but this labour is too high to make a living out of it new.

What kind of labour did you use at that time?

There was a lot of white people working for vou, but there was a lot of Chinese

and in the last 15 or 20 years we have had a lot of mast Indian:people out here.

W-MWMMWM_W_77,
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‘Could you tell me about the battle with the strawberry vreavil When it first came?.

Of course there were a lot of Chinese around from the building of the CPR. They
were out of work in the early 1900's and they were looking for work. So they
were the main stable labour and they were good labourers toc.. They were trained
for hard work.

Did your father build the labour houses at the end of the property here?

Yesg, I can remember all down the south border of this house there were small

“houses.

That's along Kenmore?

No right along Tyndall Averue, this side of Hillcrest here on the edge of property
here. There were shacks for the Chinese men to live in and they very seldom had
there wifes. The odd ohe would have his wife, but if they had wives‘out here they
would leave them downtown. They lived and cooked in these houses here for about
ten months of the vear and they would go to town fof a couple of months in the -

wihter time. A few of them worked right around the Year out here but in the

_'summer time he had barnlike houses here, where they just had a place to cook

outside under the trees and just laid down. There would be a lot of Chinese ladies
out here then.- Of course, they disappeared and the white kids started picking _
Friends of mine and my sisters would come out here after school to pick fruit. I
c¢an remember that. I went all through that. The fruit industry was a big industry,
It's the climate here on the southern part of Vancouver Island that makes it aﬁ
ideal place for fruit growing, but labour now is too high to compete against the
United States.

Being heavily timbered here with the Douglas Fir, would the acid in the s0il make

a difference to the berxy growing?

I think it actually helped it. I think you'll find that some People sav that the |
pPine cones and that hélped the acidiﬁy to Qrow good strawberries. But you can
still grow good strawberries here now and its been some time since we had Firs.
Of course now its chemical fertilizér and trace elements that compensate for it.
When you cleared lénd the first crop you always put ih was strawberries and you

would have a bumper crop.

I ban remember that, well it was actually before my time when it first started.
The first experimental farm, the Federal Government Experimental Farm, was in the
bottom seven acres of this farm here; That's where the first stfawberry weevil
was found heavily infested, in Dad's fields. And they took it over and rented it .
for an Experimental Farm here, to kill the strawberry weevil. with the o0ld tar...
what do vou call it? They had these boards here, the trough. Tar in the trough,

tongue and groove and they kept the .weevil from going into the fields. They darn

near had to kill them by hgnd. Then they got this poison that they mixed with




Q.

G.V.

Q.

G.V.
-~ Q.

Every plant?

Every plant; Yes. That wag g bié battle. That nearly broke my Dad, until they
worked and found a cure for it right down op this farm here. Strawberry weevil
was found here ang there was g lot of bag Crops. I remember Seeing pictureg of
the €rops and I can remember when T éot older when they were just overcoming it.

They were very thankful +o get a cure and kill them. But it's still hard becausge

of it, byt any volume néw you'd iose money on, ‘It‘s pick your own business now,
and get away from the labour ip picking"them, it makes it a Profitable business,
That will be overdone in a few years,‘ _

How dig ¥ou get into the flower businegs? The bulb business? wag that your
responsibility then or dig your father start it?

Yes, I built that ﬁp. My dad wasg doing very little of that before I took an

active part, He didn't like doing correspondence and writing for orders, doing

S any bookkeeping. Of course, he didn‘t have the education te do that Correspondence

-and I built it Up as I took an interest in writing to people'seeing if T could

get any orders for Easter, flowers ang all that. 71 had my ownAflowers during the
War. 'Phen T started the greenhousés here, 1 started'forcing in the greenhouses,

I startea my first flowers by taking them to town on the bus, 1'g rick them before
I went to school in the morhing; I'd force them in the greenhouses between Dad's

tomatoes andg 1'q pick them ip the morning, put them in water and get a bex ang

m%_“h'_mw%..‘..w......_.,.L.m,..._.\ﬁ._._\._._...\k,,...._.‘.
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G.V,

0.
G.V..

And a boxfull on the busg.

Yes, that's right, My personal line on.the busg,

Did your family keep many animals?

Dad was always a lover of animals and horses and he always had a cow, pigs,
chickens. I was brought up with animais, Of course that was the way a farm was
organized in those days, you had your own chickens and pigs, bacon and cows and
beef and ducks and turkeys and everything. 'You grew them all here. I grew up
with them. Dad was never commercially in that line of business. He was a fruit
farmer and bulbs. That wag his iine, he wasn't a dairyman or cattle man.

s¢, the Fruit-Growers Association then. Where did the fruit growers sell their
goods?

I can remember in the '50's putting stfawberries in the fifst railway car,
refrigerated railway car of berries for'the Praires and T can remember putting
them in the 76th railway car and that was in the late '50's. The big crop of
strawberries and loganberries, the market was the Prairies. And of course, the
canneries. We had a Gordon Head cannexy down here actually, Dad bought it after
and we sold it a few years ago. There was a cannery.out at Sidney that we sold

to and we sold to Vancouver, we shipped them over on the boat every night to

~ be canned. Twining started this Gordon Head cannery.

0.
G.V.
Q.
G.V.

G.V.

. Did you do that from Victoria harbour?

Yes, Victoria harbour.

How did you get the fruit down there?
In the old truck. My old truck would gb ddwn there every night, there in the '30'5§
We'd put them on at ten o'clock at nighf. Be up at six o'clock in the morning i
again and thought nothing of it. Of course, the winery took a lot of the logan-
berries then. That was the main market for loganberries in the '30's and '40's.
The Winery. But all that has disappeared now. Cheaper labour in other countries.
So there isn't.much of market in Canada anymore?

Oh,. the market is still here, people still buy strawberries and loganberries, but
a lot of them buy them in canned goods and they can them in Mexico, you know.
They are cheaper there than California. That's where the fruit comes from now.
There is a certain amount in the Fraser Valley, but mostly from the States where
the labour is cheape;.

I guess we are cdming to the end of our session today, is there any other story
that you would like to relate at this point or things that you remember?

Oh, there are so many things, like I pioneered farming out in Saanich and my

- Dad pioneered farming here and my'grandad pidneered farming down over there. I'y

actually owned and cleared around three hundred acres of land in Saanich. I've
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done it all with bulldozers. I still have a bulldozer clearing land and fencelines

out this week. My son was. Clearing some of these fields, making them bigger and
leveling them off. It's a pioneer game and it's been very intefesting going back
the years you and I have been talking about, how they used to clear land then.

If they cleared one acre of land in a year that was really going something, well
now with a bulldozer to clear a couple of acres it takes a couple.of days. Of
course there is still a lot of hand labour picking them up, the roots and rocks,
but we have machines for that too. |

Betfer days now, Mr. Vantrieght?

Oh, I don't know., Of course my sons are.taking on now, another generation, Ian,

 Michael and my daughter Gail in the office down there. They are doing a lot of

the work now. I'm taking it a little easier. I enjoy it though and Jean is

kind of enjoying it now too. I don't have to work so hard. I’m always down

here in the morning when they start to help them but I used +to do all that wmyself
and it was interesting. T liked it then and I like it now.

Well, thank you very much Mr. Vantreight,

From an interview with Gecffrey
Vantreight II by Sharon Manson

on August 5th, 1977




