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OH-text002 1976 Adams,  Harry 1950-1976
[transcript only, no audio] Career with Saanich Police Department beginning 1950;  

Promotion to inspector in 1968; Retirement at the age of 54.
summary

A400 1993 Agnew, Lorette 1974-1993
Work with L'Association Historique Francophone de Victoria; history of French in Victoria 

area.
summary

N/A 1997 Alberg, Vera (nee Morrow) 1911-1980s

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Sawmill business; Teaching career; 

Edmonton area; Mount Douglas Cross Road; WWII; Cook / Quadra area; James Island; 

Gardening; McMorran family; Elk Lake Park; 4-H; Cattle farming.
transcript 

OH-text048 1982 Andrews, Frank 1966-1982

[transcript only, no audio] Appointment as assistant Parks Administrator; History of 

Saanich parks; Plantings; Colquitz Creek clean-up, Park acquisitions and by-laws. transcript 

2019-011 2019 Armstrong, Bart 1929-1990s

Kay Armstrong's WWII service and post-war career; History of Person's Case; 

Development of Person's Award; history of establishing Women's History Month; 

International Council of Women.
summary

A205 1990
Armstrong, Joseph 

Henderson

Police cases.

OH-text005 1976
Armstrong, Joseph 

Henderson
1946-1968

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career; Career as Deputy Police Chief. 
summary 

A007 1977 Ash, Arthur 1956-1958

Personal history in Ontario; Provincial post Coalition Government; Saanich in the 1950s; 

Amalgamation of municipalities; Opposition to building new municipal hall; Sales taxes; 

Sewage debate; Nancy Hodges; Accomplishments; Saanich Employees; Career after 

leaving Saanich.

transcript

2014-029 2014 Ashmore, Doug 1906-1960s

Little Family history; Depression years; John G. Little ; Moffat, Scotland; Art; Spanish Flu; 

House and garden on Hyacinth Avenue; Colquitz Creek; Panama Flats; WWI; Robert 

Stark Little; David Little; Family dogs.
summary

OH-text083 1985 Ashmore, Richard (Dick) 1950-1985
[transcript only, no audio] History and anecdotes of Saanich Fire Department; List of 

Reeves; Retiring as Assistant Chief.
transcript 

2008-028 2008 Askey, Jim 1950's - 
McKenzie Avenue School; Carey area; Colquitz River; Panama Flats; Layritz nursery; 

Garden City United Church; CPR.
transcript 

(incomplete)

OH-text061 1983 Atkinson, Glenford Earl 1906-1983
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Butchart Cement Works; Sluggett family; 

Interval in Alberta; Return to Saanich.
transcript 

A005 1976 Austin, George 1915-1937

Personal history; Career; owned Glynn Farm which was sold to Province. in 1946 

(present day Tillicum Lodge); Saanich dairy farming; Saanich in the 1920s, 1930s, and 

1940s; Filmer; Townsend; Dobb; Ellis; Dr. Tolmie; Lambrick; Pease Family strawberries 

and jam business; Saanich Council; Municipal employees.

transcript

OH-text049 1982 Baldwin, Thomas Yates 1910-1929
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Hughie Little; Glanford; Saanich Core area, 

description and residents; French's Menagerie.
transcript

OH-text084 1985 Baptista, Gabriel 1966-1982
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Public Works Department; Sewer; Pipe layer; 

Maintenance worker.
transcript

A021 1977
Barker, Wilfred & Violet 

Lohr (née Barker)
1883-

Barker family history; Farming in Saanich; Holly Edge Farm; Strawberry Vale area; Old 

West Saanich Road area.
transcript
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OH-text017 1979 Barnes, Sid 1950-1979
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Memories of life in Cedar Hill area; Work as 

a labourer and Paint Shop worker for Saanich.
summary

A124 1989 Bethell, Priscilla ca. 1853- Family history; Greig and Lidgate families; Saanich Pioneer Society. transcript 

OH-text050 1982 Bethell, Priscilla ca. 1853-
[transcript only, no audio] Pioneer family history: grand-daughter of John Greig, great-

granddaughter of Duncan Lidgate.
transcript

OH-text074 1984 Birkett, Peggy 1943-1984

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Childhood in Quadra area; WWII; Anecdotes 

about her work with Tax Department; Working at the old Municipal Hall. transcript

OH-text021 1980 Black, Thomas 1911-
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Warren Construction Co.; Press Avenue; 

Swan Lake area.
transcript

OH-text031 1981
Blake, Dora May (née 

Carmichael)
1907-

[transcript only, no audio] Grandfather was first Municipal Assessor in Saanich, 

Municipal Clerk 1907; Cordova Bay summers; Touet and Lateral families; Teaching at 

Williams Lake.
transcript

A408 1987 Blake, Hudson 1924-1970s

Personal history; Changes to area around Vernon Ave. where he lives; Disappearance of 

wooded areas; Beauty of Rural Saanich; Gorge Park and Japanese Tea Garden; 

Streetcars; Pendray's Dairy; Swan Lake skating; Old Municipal Hall; Town and Country 

Shopping Centre; Cordova Bay and summers at McMorran's; Jitney service; Changes to 

Douglas Street and Mayfair Mall area; Colonist bicycle races; Peden family.

2007-189 2007 Block, Irene 1949-1990
Saanich politics 1978-1990; Saanich coat of arms; Purchase of Goward House; Tree 

preservation by-law; Panama Hill Park.
transcript summary

2007-061 2007 Bone, Ada 1920-1983 Hampton Hall, Burnside Bowling Club; Tillicum School Reunion, 1983. transcript summary

OH-text051 1982 Bone, George 1952-1974

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Employment at the Municipal Yard and 

Sewer Department; Career as assistant plumbing inspector, and inspector; School 

trustee; involvement with Saanich Municipal employees' union.
transcript

A104 1988 Borden, Fred 1888-

Family history; Farming; Chinese workers; Growing up on the farm; Snowfall of 1916; 

Fire on the farm; Taxes and plebiscite; Election to Saanich Council; Assessment issues; 

Jitneys.
transcript

OH-text022 1980 Borden, Fred 1888-1950s
[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Frank Noble Borden; North Dairy Farm; 

Pioneer life in Saanich.
transcript

OH-text023 1980 Bossi, Olga Louise 1889-1980
[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Teaching career in BC Interior; Gordon Head; 

Prospect Lake.
transcript

A031 1982 Bowering, Elnora 1956-1982
Saanich employee, Purchasing Manager (retired March 1982); Anecdotes of Saanich 

employees; Municipal hall and departmental changes.
transcript

OH-text032 1981 Briers, Frank (Buster) 1951-1981

[transcript only, no audio] Personal background; Work with Public Works road crew; 

Career with Saanich Police Department; Promotion to Detective Sergeant; Memorable 

anecdotes from police work.
transcript

A207 1990 Brookman,  Art, Jr. 1928-1971 Brookman Store at Admirals and Gorge. summary

A200 1989 Broughton, Roy 1964-1988

 Personal background; Career as senior Accountant beginning in 1964; Promotion to 

Deputy Comptroller Treasurer then Comptroller Treasurer; Specifics of position/ various 

committees.
transcript summary
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2009-007 2008 Brown, Barbara 1950-1976 Irvine family; Margaret Irvine; Rosebank Farm. summary

OH-text075 1984 Bryant, George 1948-1984 [transcript only, no audio] Lists of co-workers and their responsibilities. transcript

OH-text098 unknown Buckle, Mrs. 1858-
[transcript only, no audio] Grand-daughter of William and Margaret Thomson; Thomson 

family history; Bessett family history
transcript

2008-023 2008 Bugslag, Jack & Marge 1940's -
Work with Saanich School Board; Prospect Lake; Dunsmuir family connection; E&N 

Railway
transcript summary

A304 1993 Burnham,  Art 1957-1991
Personal history; Work at the W.A. Burnham and Son sawmill; Career with Saanich as 

machinery operator.
summary

A023 1977 Butler, Claude Ormand 1868-
Pioneering in Central Saanich; School days; Farming; Butler Bros. store on Keating 

Cross Road; Gravel pit work; Brentwood Bay area; First Nations.
transcript

2007-190 2007 Caddell, Grace (nee Scott) 1920-1970s

Growing up in Royal Oak; Greenlea Road; Orchard; Copus and Young grocery store; 

Teachers at Royal Oak Elementary; Friends from school; Mount View School. transcript summary

A013 1977 Campbell, Colin 1899- Farming in Saanich; Elk Lake area. transcript

N/A 1997
Carpenter, Florence (nee 

Peddle)
1913-1997

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Father's career as streetcar and bus driver; 

Property on Union Avenue; Schooling; Work for David Spencer; Women's Institute; 

Community hall Quadra at Lodge; Lakehill Lawn Bowling Club; Reynolds Park; Husband 

Jack Carpenter and his work as a machinist (Yarrows, Girling's Machine Shop); WWII; 

House on LaSalle Avenue; Depression era.

transcript summary

OH-text033 1981
Caselton, Mrs. (née 

Mould)
1899-

[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Bailey Road; Pioneering families: Heal, 

Cheeseman, Stevens, Goyette.
transcript

A100 1987 Catterall, Tom 1884- Family history; Construction of Hatley Park; Dunsmuir family; School days. transcript

A113 1988 Cavin, Desmond 1862-1945
Personal history; WWII; History of Gliding Club; Railway history; Urban rights-of-way.

transcript

2014-009 2014 Chadwick, Mike 1975-2014

Changes in technology (computers, communications, DNA, social media), 

demographics, policing styles, and types of crime (cyber-crime); application to the 

RCMP; education; work as Oak Bay Special Constable; Saanich Police Department 

culture; application process and early days with the Saanich Police Department (1975); 

employees: Jack Stone, Ted Owens, Bob Peterson, Robin Stewart, Bob Ross, Barry 

Peeke-Vout; Average day on the job; Homicide investigation (1989); Major initiatives: 

summary

A107 1988 Chambers, Ruth

Family history; History of Blenkinsop Valley; Borden and Lohbrunner families; WWI. (handwritten 

but never 

typed)

A202 1989 Chatterton, Kitty 1916-1983

Wife of George Chatterton; Personal history; South Africa; Education; WWII; Veteran's 

Land Act; Career with Federal Government; George Chatterton's career as school board 

trustee, councilman, reeve, member of parliament.
transcript summary

OH-text024 1980 Churchill, Joe 1947-1980
[transcript only, no audio] Career with Saanich Fire Department; List of other members 

in 1947; Anecdotes; Fires attended; Equipment.
summary

2009-046 2009 Clark, Bob 1939-1950 Strawberry Vale school, 1939-1945; Panama Flats; Glendale Garden. summary

OH-text085 1985 Clarke, Donald 1959-1985
[transcript only, no audio] Career with Saanich; Saanich employees; Old Municipal Hall.

transcript
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A201A 1989 Colantonio, Vincent 1948-1983

Personal background; Immigrating from Italy; Previous work experience; Building own 

home; Memories of working with the Parks Department; Winter Works program; Mount 

Tolmie park; Promotion to foreman.
transcript

OH-text076 1984 Coles, Harold ca.1912-
[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Swan Lake area; Tolmie School; Roland farm; 

Career at Moore Whittington.
transcript

A310 1993
Commonwealth Pool 

Opening on CFAX
1993

Commonwealth Pool opening, CFAX.

OH-text062 1983 Connors, Paul 1950s-
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career as shovel operator; Memories of 

working for at Municipal Yard.
transcript

OH-text086 1985 Coulter, Ron 1956-1985

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Anecdotes about Police force; Career as 

court stenographer, Police photographer, Development Officer, Detective, and finally 

Inspector. 
transcript

OH-text063 1983 Cowlin, John Arthur 1954-1973

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Description of various projects: road design, 

streetlights, waterworks; Career with Engineering Department; Promotion to acting 

engineer for Saanich.
transcript

N/A 1997 Cox, Eileen (nee Stubbs) 1911-1945

[transcript only, no audio]   Family history; Titanic; House on Ralph Street and Lake 

Road; Schooling; WWI; Father William Stubbs and his political career; Riddel and 

Ormond families; Work at Madame Watts store; Marriage to John William Cox; 

Depression era; Lansdowne air field; Shopping; Residences; House on Phyllis Street; 

WWII; Butchart Gardens; Observatory; Girling family; McKenzie family.

transcript summary

A115 1988 Crawford, Russell 1902-
Early life; Family history; Saanich families; Prairie Inn; Saanich Fair; Recreation: sports, 

dances, picnics, parties; Road conditions; Meeting James Dunsmuir.
transcript

2010-036 2010 Croft, May & Herbert 1920s-2010

Cedar Hill Road; Croft farm; Merrett farm; Ellis farm; Delatre Street; Hunter's Store; 

Mount Tolmie Post Office; St. Aidan's Church; St. Luke's Church; Cedar Hill School; 

WWII rationing; Mount Tolmie Easter sunrise service; Street cars; Thomas Mottershead; 

Thomas Williams.

summary

OH-text025 1980
Curtis, E. (née 

Scarborough)
1913-

[transcript only, no audio]  Personal history; Marriage to W.H. Hix; First home in "Garden 

City".
transcript

2009-005 2009 Curtis, Hugh 1960s- Former Mayor; Career in Municipal and Provincial politics; Family; Charity work.

OH-text109 Unknown Deeprose, Dave 1948-

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Early years in Engineering Department; Early 

subdivisions of Saanich; Shopping mall developments; Rithet Reservoir; Career as 

Subdivision Supervisor and Chief Draftsman.
transcript

2007-056 2007 Dillon, Ranjit Singh 1940s-2007

Growing up in Saanich; S.J. Willis School; Quadra School; Sports: rugby, soccer, 

lacrosse; Swimming at Elk Lake; Early career working for Saanich Parks; House on 

Donwood drive; Retirement; Changes in Saanich.
transcript summary

N/A 2010 Doersken, John 1950s
[transcript only, no audio] Service with the Queen's Own Rifles; Gordon Head Army 

Camp.
transcript

OH-text034 1981
Durrance, Jack (John 

Durrance III)
1855-1962

[transcript only, no audio] Durrance family history; Grandfather John Durrance; Spring 

Valley Farm; Prospect Lake Store.
transcript
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2007-186 2007 Duxbury, Trudy 1912-1955

WWI; Spanish flu; Halifax explosion; Childhood in Tattersall; Tillicum School; Cloverdale 

School; Teachers at Cloverdale; Mount View High School; Attending teacher training at 

UBC and Victoria Normal School; Halls Boathouse.
transcript summary

OH-text087 1985 Dye, Doug 1953-1985
[transcript only, no audio]  Personal history; Strawberry picking; Early days on Old West 

Road; Farms on Oldfield Road; Saanich Fire Department anecdotes.
transcript

A035 1984 Elliott, Helen Elizabeth 1916-1957

Career with Saanich as accountant from 1916-1957, then 6 more years as Police 

Department secretary; Personal history; Social life at the Municipal Hall; Employee 

picnics; Banquets; Information about early departments.
transcript

OH-text003 1976 Elliott, Helen Elizabeth 1916-1957 [transcript only, no audio]  Personal history; Career; Saanich employees. summary

OH-text077 1984 Erickson, Myra 1880s-1937

[transcript only, no audio] Ernest Louis and Euphemia Etheridge - interview with their 

granddaughter, Myra Erickson; Family history; Wilkinson Road Methodist Church; 

Strawberry Vale School.
transcript

A405 1997 Fagerberg, Elsa 1916-1977
Family history; Life on Wilkinson Road in the 1920s and 1930s; Career with the Motor 

Vehicles Branch.
transcript summary

OH-text035 1981 Ferrie, Mrs. 1910-1950

[transcript only, no audio] Jack Hulford, Saanich employee -- interview with his daughter, 

Mrs. Ferrie; His work as Saanich Municipal Hall janitor and gardener; Saanich Health 

Centre.
transcript

A308 1993 Filmer,  Amy 1892-1992
Family background; Farms; Various childhood special events; Depression years; Travel 

and transportation; St. Luke's Church.
summary

A020 1977
Filmer, James William and 

Mrs.
1912-1977

Dairy farming in Saanich; Leisure activities; Family life.
transcript

A033 1983 Ford, Alan 1911-1939

Family history; Personal history; Growing up in Calgary and Saanich; Fruit farming on 

Wesley Road; Sweet pea production; Strawberry picking; Hospital stays; Other families 

(Touet, Barton, Plaskett, Vantreight); First Nations; Royal Oak Boy Scout Troop. transcript

OH-text036 1981 Foster, Alan 1907-1956

[transcript only, no audio] Walter Milligan Foster - Interview with his son Alan Foster; 

Growing up in Oak Bay and Saanich (Wilkinson and Burnside area); Walter Foster's 

work for Saanich School Board.
transcript

A125 1988
Foster, William Robert 

(Bill)
1930-1950

Ten Mile Point, 1930s and 1940s.
transcript

OH-text099 Unknown Fox, Robert 1910-1952
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Maplewood/Tattersal area;  Crystal Springs 

Soda Water Co.; Lansdowne Airfield.
transcript

OH-text100 unknown Fox, Robert 1909-1920s

[transcript only, no audio] Arthur Stewart, stonemason - interview with his son-in-law 

Robert Fox; 1248 Tattersal; Various building projects on Tattersal; Empress Hotel; 

Library; Vancouver Cenotaph; Jitney service route.
transcript

OH-text052 1982 Francis, Winnie 1954-
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Municipal Hall memories and anecdotes; 

CUPE; Parade floats.
transcript

OH-text078 1984 Fryer, Art 1950-1984

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Newton Street; Ascot Drive; Memories of 

early road systems through Saanich; Career with Fire Department: duties of firefighters, 

equipment, and fire halls.
transcript
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A201B 1989 Fuller, Ivor 1915-1980
Family history; Growing up in Victoria; Early employment in the creamery; Royal 

Canadian Artillery in WWII; Later employment with Silverwood Dairies.
transcript summary

OH-text011 1978 Fulton, Charlie 1913-1978
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Colquitz General Store; Career ay Saanich - 

road crew, maintenance foreman.
transcript

OH-text012 1978 Gains, Harold 1918-1978

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career with Saanich Fire Department; Fire 

Hall no 1; Elk Lake Fire Hall; Fire hydrants; Equipment, Buying new trucks 1971, Training 

manual; Fire Prevention programme; Jaws of life; Fire fighting anecdotes; Positions held 

including Fire Chief.

transcript

A121 1988
Garner-Williams, Frances 

(née Hobbs)
1906-1975

Hobbs family history; Early days in Cadboro Bay; Maynard Road; Hibbens Close; Frank 

and Edwina Hobbs; Cadboro Bay School. summary

OH-text088 1985 Garside, George 1943-1985
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career with Saanich beginning in 1963 as 

building inspector; Subdivisions of Saanich; Working out of Army huts.
transcript

OH-text064 1983 Gaskell, Elizabeth 1948-1983

[transcript only, no audio]  Personal history; Father was letter carrier for Royal Oak Post 

Office; Memories of Royal Oak area; Early Municipal Hall memories: staff, working in 

Army huts, first addition to old Hall.
transcript

OH-text026 1980 Genge, James R. 1844-1919

[transcript only, no audio] R.P. Rithet - interview with his grandson, James R. Genge; 

Rithet's background in Scotland, England and the U.S.; Sproat and Company; Welch, 

Rithet and Company sugar production and insurance; Broadmead Farm; land holdings; 

British Pacific Railway

transcript

2011-022 2011 Gillespie, Robert (Bob) 1929-2011

Time spent in Municipal politics; Childhood; Family history; Cedar Hill area; WWII; Cedar 

Hill School; Cedar Hill Golf Course; Beekeeping; McRae family; Cougar hunting; 

Changes in Saanich; Deer population explosion; Climate change.
summary

A103 1987 1988 Gillie, Dr. Bernard 1838-1920
Family background; Early life; School and social life; Strawberry Vale.

transcript

OH-text101 

(2009-009)
unknown Girling, Sidney 1912-1940s

Swan Lake area; Girling family; Girling home and barn; Birds and fish; Nature sanctuary; 

Rogers' dairy; Christmas Hill; WWI; WWII. 
summary

A116 1988 Golby, Humphrey 1907-
Family History; Early life at 10 Mile Point;  Snowfall of 1916; Swiftsure; Uplands; WWI; 

Ucuelet.
transcript

A018 1977
Goodwin, Marjorie (née 

Watson)
1893-1934

Pioneer life in Gordon Head; Watson family; Fruit farming; Jersey Hall; "Thrums"; Post 

Office; Women's Institute; Gordon Head Community Hall; Teaching career Gordon Head 

School; Chinese workers; Pioneer home life; WWI; Goodwin family history. transcript

OH-text006 1977

Goodwin, Marjorie (née 

Watson) and Lalonde, 

Charlotte (née Watson)

1890-

[transcript only, no audio] George Fraser Watson (Reeve of Saanich 1920-23) and 

Elizabeth Grant Watson - interviews with their daughters, Marjorie Goodwin and 

Charlotte Lalonde.
missing

2010-034 2010
Gordon Head Middle 

School grade 7 students
2010

Planting of memorial trees along Shelbourne Street in April 2010 by the grade 7 class at 

Gordon Head Middle School.
summary

2010-034 2010

Gordon Head Middle 

School teacher Alexander 

de Medeiros

2010

Teacher at Gordon Head Middle School describing the planting of memorial trees along 

Shelbourne Street in April 2010 by his grade 7 class. summary
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2013-039 2013
Gorge Tillicum Community 

Association
1999-2013

Origins of the GTCA; Local Area Plan;  Gorge Canada Day Picnic; Governance; 

Branding; Gorge Waterway Park; Emergency preparedness; Strawberry Tea; Burnside-

Tillicum intersection; Retreat workshop; Park cleanups; Centennial trees; Environment; 

Saanich Centennial Library and Saanich Archives; Music in the Park; New Colquitz 

bridge; Traffic calming measures; Development and density at Tillicum Mall; 

Communications strategy; Second retreat; Art; Partnerships and projects; Cuthbert-

Holmes Park; Gorge Tillicum Urban Farmers (GTUF); Community garden in Gorge Park; 

Jane’s Walk; Swim Fest; GTCA Board.

summary

A402 1993 Goward, Elizabeth 1946-1993
Personal history, marriage to Owen Goward, family life, career as artist (portrait painter)

summary

OH-text053 1982 Goward, Owen 1908-1982

[transcript only, no audio] Goward family history; Family home "Woodlands"  (2495 

Arbutus); Growing up in Cadboro Bay; Career as engineer and as watercolour artist. transcript

A030 1977 Grant, Charlie 1922-1958

Careers with Saanich - Fire Department, Public Works, Water Department; Early days 

with Fire Department: staff, hours, and conditions of work; Shovel operator, Work with 

Sewer Department: forming the union, holiday and sick pay, pensions; Work with Public 

Works; Work with Water Department.

transcript

A016 1980
Grant, James Eddie and 

Sybil
1888-1970

Family history; Early life in Gordon Head; Farming; First Nations workers; Marriage to 

Sybil; Hardships of the 1930s; Clearing land on their farm "Shangri-La".
transcript

OH-text007 1977
Grant, James Eddie and 

Sybil
1891-1977

[transcript only, no audio] Early life in Gordon Head; Berry farming; First Nations; School 

days; Other Gordon Head families; Raising a family.
transcript

2011-020 (part 

1)
2011 Gray, Richard (Rick) 1975-2011

Work history; Retirement; Corporate culture; Training & safety; Equipment; Garbage 

problem during labour dispute of 1975; Panama Flats; Bowker Creek; Interurban railway; 

Saanich gravel pit; Cordova Bay Road fuel leak and erosion; Environmental initiatives; 

Cedar Hill Golf Course; Cooperation with neighbouring municipalities; Gorge Road 

archaeology.

transcript

2011-020 (part 

2)
2011 Gray, Richard (Rick) 1975-2011

Work history; Retirement; Gorge Road archaeology.

OH-text027 1980 Greenwood, Harry 1935-1980

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Falmouth road; Career with Saanich Fire 

Department; Lists of firefighters; Creation of the 2 platoon system; Cadboro Hotel fire; 

Anecdotes from working in the Yard.
transcript

A206 1990 Griffen, Edward (Ted) 1911-1986

Stories told by neighbour, Mr. Rowland, who had been a Saanich pioneer - Rowland land 

in Strawberry Vale; Interurban Railroad; Land boom 1911-1912 and crash; Edward 

Griffen growing up in Wilkinson area; House called "Saanich Holme"; School days; 

Career in the Air Force, 1942-1945; Career with Victoria Box and Paper Co. until 1986.

2008-032 2008 Griffin, Virginia Tod family; Henderson family; Gordon Head. excerpt

OH-text089 1985 Gunderson, Kare 1959-1985
[transcript only, no audio] Parks; Carpenter shop and sewers; Construction section; 

Playfair Park; Mount Tolmie; Gyro Park.
transcript

A120 1988
Hafer, Margaret (née 

Michell)
1906-1930s

Growing up on the Michell farm; Island View Road; School days; Working at Keating 

telephone office.
transcript
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A102 1987 Hakin, Violet 1910-1950
Family background; Growing up on the farm; Saanichton area; Home life; Berry picking; 

Saanich Growers Association.
transcript

OH-text065 1983 Hamilton, John Rickerby 1939-1964
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Memories of Police Department,1930s; 

Working conditions; Career as Chief Constable.
transcript

OH-text079 1984 Harris, Frank 1965-1984
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career as right of Way Agent; Promotion to 

Lands Commissioner.
transcript

A209 1990 Harwood,  David 1909-1990

Hobbs family history; Cadboro Bay dairy farming, 1909-; Grandparents Edwin and Annie 

Hobbs; Grandfather Edwin's death in 1916; St. Luke's churchyard; St. John's 

Ambulance; Cubs and Sea Scouts; Great-uncle Frank Hobbs.

OH-text008 1977
Heal, Helena (née Taylor) - 

Mrs. Eldon
1860s-1964

[transcript only, no audio] John Heal and family; Family history; Heal land - Mount 

Pleasant Farm, Heal's Rifle Range, Royal Oak Burial Park site, Hospital Farm; Isabel 

Heal - postmistress at Royal Oak post office.
transcript

A029 1977 Holm, Frederick 1911
Memories of Saanich; Burnside Road area; Roads; Streetcars; Panama Flats; V&S 

Railroad; Colonist paper route; Farms; Creeks.
summary

OH-text037 1981 Holmes, Bill 1948-1977
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Fire Stations no. 1 and no. 2: personnel, fire 

incidents, unions, community projects.
transcript

OH-text009 1977 Houlihan, James 1888-1977
[transcript only, no audio] Early life in early Gordon Head; Fruit farming; Neighbours.

transcript

N/A 1997
Howden, Madeline (nee 

Bradshaw)
1906-1960s

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Mount Tolmie area; Family history in 

Newfoundland; House on Palo Alto Drive; WWI and nursing sisters; Schooling; Teaching 

career; Gardening; Depression era; Palo Alto race course; WWII.
transcript 

A309 1993 Hudlin, James D. 1821-1981 Charles Alexander; Shady Creek Church. summary

OH-text090 1985 Hughes, Les 1932-1985

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Years in the Navy; Application process to join 

Saanich Police Department; Beginning of police career in 1963 on patrol; Promotion to 

specialist in 1971; records system; detective work.
transcript

A011 1977 Irvine, Roy 1851-

Pioneer life in Saanich; John Irvine; Family history; Fort Victoria; Craigflower farm; 

Hudson's Bay Company; Cedar Hill Road area; Rosebank Farm; Saint Luke's Church.

OH-text010 1977 Irvine, Roy 1851-1977
[transcript only, no audio] John Irvine; Family history; Cedar Hill Road area; Margaret 

Irvine; Rosebank Farm; Craigflower Farm.
summary

OH-text038 1981 Jakeman, Mrs. 1888-

[transcript only, no audio] Richard Layritz - interview with his niece, Mrs. Jakeman. 

Family history in Europe; his horticultural education in Europe; Wilkinson Road property; 

Layritz Nurseries; Gardening projects.
transcript

OH-text102 Unknown Jennings, Kenneth 1911-

[transcript only, no audio] Family history, father William Jennings, Ruby Road, Mount 

Tolmie area, Irvine family, post office and grocery stores, streetcars, building of 

Shelbourne Street 1913, wooden sidewalks, Cedar Hill School, horse-drawn school bus, 

City Market,  jitney services, Cadboro Bay, the Gorge, Shelbourne Street businesses
transcript

OH-text054 1982 Jennings, Mabel 1958-1982

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Saanich employment history; Engineering 

and Tax Departments; Anecdotes about working conditions at the old municipal hall; 

Gordon Head pool.
transcript
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OH-text013 1978 Johns, Alwyn Leslie 1941-1978

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history Cordova Bay Road; Royal Oak Avenue; 

Cordova Bay regattas; Japanese farmers; Cordova Bay businesses; Anecdotes of work 

as a meter reader; Municipal Hall stories.
transcript

A026 1977 Jupp, Ursula 1911-1950s Early life in Gordon Head; father, W. Edwards. transcript

A019 1977
Jupp, Ursula and Ramsay, 

Dorothy
1910s-1940s

Gordon Head; Tom and Mileva Todd (Dorothy Ramsay had lived with the Todds); Life of 

their father, W. Edwards; WWI years; Other Gordon Head families.
transcript

A110 1988 Kellow, Don & Maude 1913- Family history; Cordova Bay; Galey Farm; Logging in the bush; Sports. transcript

2015-008 2015 Kowalyshen, Madeline ca. 1900-1940s

Parents; Pridmore farm and houses; Schooling and work; Streetcars; Growing up; 

Gardening and produce; Horse competitions and horse shoeing; Alexander family; 

Saanich work barns used for road construction equipment; Father’s work as Roads 

Foreman; Logging camps; Prospect Lake; Dunsmuir family; First Nations; Rowlands 

family; Lowe family (Chinese); Foster family; Hubbard and Gurton families (butcher 

businesses); Seas family and farm; William Abraham Pridmore; Bootlegger’s house and 

Boyles family; Death of brother Robert Redverse Pridmore as a child; Travelling; 

Japanese Tea Gardens; Brookman’s Store; Four Mile Pub; Marigold Community Hall; 

Christmas traditions; Extended Pridmore family; Ono family (Japanese); Rudd family; 

Osborne family; Strawberry Vale Church; Panama Flats; Skating; Portage Inlet; 

Depression era; Tillicum Outdoor Theatre; Social outings in downtown Victoria; Second 

World War era.   

summary

2008-027 2008 Lambert, Lindsay
1912; 1974-

2008; 

Girling Collection.

A111 1988 Levings, Steven Herbert 1905-

Family history; Old West Road property and neighbours, #70 Gorge Road property 1909, 

School days; Career; WWI; Depression; St. Mark's; Gorge; Whaling. transcript

OH-text039 1981 Levings, Steven Herbert 1905-1966
[transcript only, no audio] Old West Road property; Prospect Lake School;  Tolmie 

School, #70 Gorge Road property 1909; Career; Royal Oak Hotel.
transcript

2010-040 2010 Levis, Jean (Dawson)

Irvine family; Mount Tolmie Post Office; Gordon Head hall; Braefoot farm; 

Neighbourhood Gordon Head parties; Rental halls in the Cedar Hill area; Irvine family 

genealogy; Rose Bank farm and house; Charles Frederick Dawson’s WWI service; 

Chinese community in Cedar Hill area; Cedar Hill School; Brite Spot Restaurant; Dairies; 

Mount Tolmie Post Office and store; Hunter’s store and family; St. Aidan’s Church; Nellie 

McClung; C.G.I.T. (Canadian Girls in Training); Bill Levis’ army service.

summary

OH-text103 Unknown
Lewis, Frances (née 

Tatham)
1941-1975

[transcript only, no audio] Descendent of William Thomson; Worked at Saanich under 3 

different last names: Tatham, Smith, and Lewis; Started typing tax bills in 1941; WWII; 

Anecdotes about work in tax department.
transcript



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
Interviewee Years Covered

Topics covered

Transcript Summary

V301 1989 Lindner, Ernie 1963-1988

Personal history; Career: probationary fire fighter, ambulance attendant, description of 

fire fighting techniques, uniforms and equipment, fire prevention programs, emergency 

calls for ambulance and their equipment 1960-1970s, fire equipment. transcript summary

OH-text040 1981 Littig, Edgar 1955- [transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Saanich roads and drains. transcript

OH-text041 1981 Little, Carolyne H. 1916-1958

[transcript only, no audio] George Little, Saanich Waterworks employee - interview with 

his wife Carolyne H. Little.  Personal history; Their early work experiences in domestic 

service; George's job as meter reader.
transcript

OH-text014 1978 Loat, Gordon [George?] 1956-1978

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Wilkinson Road area: neighbours, stores; 

Panama Flats; Recreational activities; Employment as Saanich Meter Reader; other staff 

in department, 1950's.
transcript

A028 1980
Locke, Dorothy (née 

Colby)
1895-1939

Growing up in Victoria and Keating area; Life on Rithet's ranch in the 1930s; Movies 

made at Rithet estate (Locke family leased Rithet ranch after the Rithets stopped raising 

racehorses).
transcript

OH-text042 1981
Lohbrunner, Edmund 

Herman
1904-1975

[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Education and work history; Bulb growing; 

Collecting rare indigenous plants; Water lilies plantings throughout BC; Awards.  transcript

A105 1988 Lohr, Violet (née Barker) 1883-

Family history; Growing up on the farm in Old West Road area; Community events; 

Taking produce to market at the city market; WWI; Depression; Red Cross. transcript

A114 1988 Longland, Vivian 1930s-

Family history; Farm life; Local history; Wilkinson Road; Holland Avenue; Career; WWII. (handwritten 

but never 

typed)

A009 1977 Lum, Edward Fook Lui 1928-1977
Family history; Father's experiences as a Chinese immigrant; early life in Saanich; Work 

on Municipal Council; Mayor.
transcript

OH-text043 1981 MacNutt, Lorne 1886-

[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Growing up in the Wilkinson area in the 1930s; 

Strawberry Vale school; Garbage collection business; Residents of Wilkinson Road 

(Rowland, Foster, Langhaut families, and others).
transcript

A403 1993 Manson, Stephanie 1913-1972
Growing up in Oak Bay, Uppington House Boarding School, summer in Gordon Head, 

her work with provincial government, Outdoor Club
summary

N/A 1997 Mason, Isabel (nee Taylor) 1911-1945

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Ranching in Coutlee (Merritt) B.C.; 1918 flu 

epidemic; Regina Avenue; Douglas Street; Harriet Avenue; Molly Justice murder; 

Wedding day; St. Mark's; snowfall of 1916; Depression era; Gardening; WWII.
transcript summary

A404 1997 McCoy, Merrill & Grace 1940-
WWII; Merrill's career driving streetcars and buses; Grace's career cashiering at 

Hudson's Bay.
transcript summary

A401 1993 McGregor, Jo (née Ley) 1924-1992
Growing up in Cadboro Bay and Ten Mile Point area; Mother, Ursula Jupp; Involvement 

with Heritage Tree Society.
summary

OH-text091 1985 McGregor, Orville 1954-1984

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history in Alberta; Saanich staff, equipment, and fire 

halls during the 1950s; Memories of his job interview; Work anecdotes; Staff and 

equipment 1980s.
transcript



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
Interviewee Years Covered
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Transcript Summary

A126 unknown
McKenzie, Emma Patricia 

(née Robinson)
1905-

Born in Victoria 1905; Growing up in Victoria on Linden Avenue; Tom Catteral family; 

Duncan Campbell family.
transcript

2007-187 2007 McMorran, Eric 1920s-1990s McMorran's Auto Court; Cordova Bay. transcript summary

A034 1984 McMorran, George 1890-

Father came to Victoria and worked for Mr. Rithet at Broadmead in 1890s; Cordova Bay; 

Development of the Auto Court (rerecorded from Mr. Sunter's 1967 tapes). transcript

A022 1977 Mercer, Robert W. 1887-1941
Farming Blenkinsop Valley; Family's retail milk business; Tolmie School; Young people's 

activities; snowfall of 1916.
transcript

OH-text066 1983 Mercer, Robert W. 1887-1981 [transcript only, no audio] Family history; Farm in Blenkinsop Valley. transcript

2010-039 2010 Merrett, Jack 1913-2010

St. Aidan’s Church; Street name changes; Jack Merrett’s children; Cedar Hill and 

Shelbourne neighbourhood; McMorran family; Fruit growing in Gordon Head; Career; 

Service with Air Force; Cedar Hill School; Family of Ida Alice Tatum; Amusement park at 

Mount Tolmie; Neighbourhood stores including Mount Tolmie Post Office; Memorial trees 

on Shelbourne Avenue.

summary

A003 1976 Michell, Gordon (Bud) 1862-
Farming on Saanich Peninsula; Saanich Council; pioneer life [NOTE: some damage to 

beginning of tape]

A015 1977 Michell, Willard 1856-
Pioneer life in Central Saanich; Railroads; Butcharts and other families: Brentwood Bay.

transcript

A307 1993 Middleton,  Ken 1947-
Special Events in Saanich, Strawberry Festival, Mother's Day Concert, seniors' events,  

Commonwealth Games, Freeman of Saanich
transcript

OH-text044 1981 Middleton, Ev (née Mallett) 1910-1950

[transcript only, no audio]  Martin Mallett, Saanich Roads employee - interview with his 

daughter, Ev Middleton.  Family history; Father's work on road crews - Shelbourne 

Street; Cedar Hill School; Irvine Family; Air raid patrols during WWII, Mail.
transcript

OH-text055 1982 Mischki, Alice 1962-1982
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Description of Londerry Road and 

surrounding area; Staff at Saanich in the 1960s; Memories of the Royal Oak Hall.
transcript

A406 1997 Mobey, Mary (née Brydon) 1914-
Family history; Grandfather, Thomas Brydon, Construction; Teaching; WWII.

transcript summary

2007-188 2007 Morrison, Joanne 1970s-1980s Establishing Saanich Archives. transcript summary

A127 1988 Morrison, Joanne 1925-
Work with Trans-Canada Airlines and BC Electric; Nelson, B.C.; Work with Saanich 

starting in 1955; Move to the new Municipal Hall.

OH-text018 1979 Mortimer, Bob 1941-1979
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career with Saanich Fire Department; WWII 

in the Navy; Return to Fire Department in 1947.
transcript

2013-040 2011 Nicolls, Aline

Dancing; Kindergarten; Cadboro Bay neighbourhood and beach; Lansdowne airport; 

Babe’s Honey; Beekeeping; West Saanich Road;  Ruby Road / McKenzie Avenue; 

Willows fairgrounds; John Di Castri; Boys Central and Girls Central Schools; Deer 

population; Military doctors; Norfolk House school; Queen Alexandra hospital; Ten Mile 

Point; Chinese community; Treatment of Japanese during WWII; D’Arcy Island. 

summary



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
Interviewee Years Covered

Topics covered

Transcript Summary

A119 (part 1) 1988 Nimmo, Ellen (née Styan) 1913-1930s

[Part 1 with Ellen Nimmo]:  Styan family history; Move to Victoria from England via 

Edmonton, Kamloops, and Vancouver; House near Christmas Hill; West Saanich Road; 

Lake Hill; French's menageries; St. Mark's Church; Greenhouses at Elk Lake; Snowfall 

of 1916; Post-WWI slump; Greenhouses at Quadra and McKenzie; Bellantyne florist; 

Fred Borden; Palmer's Orchard; Chaves grocery store; Sall, Head, and Underwood 

orchards.                              

transcript

A119 (part 2) 1988
Nimmo, Ellen (née Styan) 

& Styan, Leo
1939-

[Part 2 with Leo Styan and Ellen Nimmo(starts at 46:38)] : WWII; Royal Canadian Navy; 

Women's movement; WRENS; Red Cross and Women's institute knitting classes; 

Student strike at Victoria High school after WWII. (handwritten 

but never 

typed)

A109 1988 Okell, Roy 1890-1950
Family history; Growing up in Victoria West; Personal history; Sports; Fishing; Trial 

Island; Career.
transcript

A122 1988 Oldfield, Herbert 1920-

Oldfield family history; Oldfield mansion; Oldfield Valley; Fruit growers' Association; Nellie 

McClung; learing the land; Tree section at Municipal Hall; Career; Saanich church 

history.
transcript

A006 1976 Oliver, John 1909-1965
Saanich Council; Dairy farming pre-1910; Pioneer farming families; snowfall of 1916. 

transcript

OH-text080 1984 Oost, Albert 1964-1984
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history in Europe; 1960s Haultain and Richmond; 

Anecdotes on his term as Pound keeper.
transcript

2007-057 2007 Outerbridge, Joan 1920s-2005
Early life in Bermuda; WWII; Move to 1171 Royal Oak Drive; Creating Shangri-la garden; 

Sale of the garden to Saanich in 2005.
transcript summary

OH-text092 1985
Owens, Edward Carson 

(Ted)
1956-1980s

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Police personnel in 1950s; Humorous 

anecdotes; Day-to-day operations in the 1950s in comparison to the 1980s; Promotion to 

Inspector 1972; Youth and Community Services Section.
transcript

A012 1977 Passmore, Leslie 1912-1976

Personal history; Early career; Gorge area; Depression; Ward 7; Saanich in 1930s; 

Abolishing the ward system; Sewer system; Social life; Housing issues; Saanich Hospital 

conflict; Freeman of Saanich; List of terms and councils.
transcript

2014-004 2014 Patterson, Larry ca. 1900-2014

Patterson family; municipal employees; Strawberry Vale area; Wilkinson Road Jail; 

childhood; Colquitz Creek; Beaver Lake reservoir;  McRae family and Cedar Hill Golf 

Course; McKenzie Avenue extension; MacNutt family; Panama Flats; construction of 

University of Victoria; Pemberton family.

summary



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
Interviewee Years Covered

Topics covered

Transcript Summary

2014-006 2014 Patterson, Larry 1940s-2014

Tillicum Drive-in Theatre; Saanich parks: Layritz, Hyacinth, Strawberry Vale, Francis 

Park (Tom Francis & Freeman King), Lambrick, Cordova Bay; schools: Strawberry Vale, 

Colquitz Junior High, Spectrum; dairy farms; Jawl family and Saanich gravel pit; 

Patterson family; municipal employees; observatory; McPherson farm; Growers winery & 

Saanich Fruit Growers Association; employment history; Foster family; Hartland garbage 

dump; Elk Lake beach and Black Swan restaurant; municipal hall at Royal Oak; police 

cars; municipal ambulance; Interurban trestles; death of Constable Robert Kirby; Uptown 

Shopping Centre & Saanich Municipal Yard; police officers; development of Saanich as a 

municipality.

summary

N/A 2014 Patterson, Larry ca. 1900-1970s

[transcript only, no audio] Family history, general memories, work history.

summary

OH-text056 1982 Pearson, William A. (Bert) 1938-1971

[transcript only, no audio] William A. (Bert) Pearson - interview with his wife, Win 

Pearson. Bert's personal and family history, Cedar Hill X Road area, grocery stores, 

neighbours, being orphaned, employment history, Saanich Police Department, Chief of 

Police 1955

transcript

A106 1988 Peden, Doug 1916-
Family background, summer place in Brentwood Bay (Peden Lane),  involvement in 

sports,  journalism, career as sports editor for the Times
transcript

OH-text096 1993 Peluso, Luigino 1953-1988

[transcript only, no audio] Immigration from Italy, work with Saanich on sewers and 

roads, widening of McKenzie Ave., foreman with Roads Dept., work accidents, 

retirement
summary

N/A 1997
Pendray, Elizabeth (nee 

Stirrup)
1906-1997

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Quadra / Reynolds / Lodge area; household 

work; Pendray family; Swan Lake Dairy; work for Tolmie family; wedding; gardening; 

Lakehill Mission; Depression era; shrubbery / nursery business; 
transcript summary

A305 1993 Pesschier,  Peter 1953-1993
Immigration from Holland, early employment, Saanich Waterworks Dept., retirement

summary

OH-text097 1993 Pesschier,  Peter 1953-1993
[transcript only, no audio] Immigration from Holland, early employment, Saanich 

Waterworks Dept., retirement
summary

A407 1997
Peterson, Joyce (née 

Hobbs)
1932-1983

Personal history, Hobbs family, growing up in Cadboro Bay area, early work history, her 

marriage and family, husband Bob (Robert) Peterson (Saanich Police)
transcript summary



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
Interviewee Years Covered
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Transcript Summary

OH-text067 1983 Peterson, Robert Andrew 1953-1983

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history, Duncan, Port Alberni, Muir Creek, teenage 

years in Cedar Hill area, Mount Douglas High School, social life, BC Forest Products, 

Saanich Police Dept. personnel, conditions and duties in 1953, police training, humorous 

anecdotes, union,  police force improvements in 1970's, Chief of Police and 

accomplishments

transcript

OH-text057 1982 Politano, Frank and Phyl 1908-

[transcript only, no audio] Domenico and Pasqual Politano - interview with sons Frank 

and Phyl, immigrating from Italy, personal history, work with Saanich Road Department 

labourer and Asst. Roads Superintendent, description of various road projects, 

employees and duties of the crews

transcript

OH-text068 1983 Polsson, Ron 1955-

[transcript only, no audio] Family history; immigration from Sweden; work history as 

Saanich roads labourer and Asst. Roads Superintendent; Cadillac Avenue, Feltham 

Road, Gordon Head; Italian families in Saanich; description of road projects
transcript

2009-023 2009
Poole, Doreen w/ Maureen 

McKenzie

Girling family

A014 1977
Quick, Esther (née 

Carmichael)
1890-[1915]

History of Carmichaels of Cordova Bay; Quick family, other pioneer families, Saanich 

Council, Elk Lake
transcript summary

OH-text028 1980 Quick, Fred 1889-1977 [transcript only, no audio] Quick family history, farming, sports, recreation transcript

A108 1988 Quick, Fred & Tillie [1890-1920]
Family history, sports, William and Frederick Quick, early Saanich days, Jersey cows, 

Municipal Clerk, Royal Oak Women's Institute
transcript

OH-text081 1984 Radersma, John 1924-1984
[transcript only, no audio] Personal history in Europe; immigration from the Netherlands; 

strike in 1953; injury; work with Saanich in Municipal Yard and Hall transcript

A032 1982 Ralph, Herbert T. (Bert) 1918-1952

Personal history; Duties of office boy, 1918; Employees and their responsibilities; 

Surrounding area of Municipal Hall; Early Saanich families; Businesses; Farms; V&S 

Railway; Saanich picnics; Promotion to chief clerk for Waterworks; Duties; Services; 

Employees.

transcript

OH-text104 Unknown Ralph, Herbert T. (Bert) 1918-1952

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Rutledge Street; Local stores; Starting career 

with Saanich age 14; List of employees and positions at that time; Salary; Positions held 

during career; Anecdotes of Municipal Hall and surrounding area.
transcript

OH-text105 Unknown Rankin, Ethel (née Duval) 1890-1910 
[transcript only, no audio] Family history - Grand-daughter of both Goyette family and 

Cheeseman/Bailey/Durrance family; Royal Oak area; West Saanich Road.
transcript

OH-text045 1981 Rankin, John 1929-1972

[transcript only, no audio] Family history; grandmother janitor for municipal hall; father 

Alan Rankin pound keeper & constable; early Police history; work in Municipal Yard 

driving the grader; equipment; personnel; foreman for various Wards in 1929,  

employment anecdotes; memories of the Depression

transcript

OH-text069 1983

Raper, Eddie; Rix, Edna 

(née Raper); Osborne, 

Isobel (née Raper)

1910-

[transcript only, no audio] Father, Edward Albert Raper; Raper family history; Empress 

Hotel; Cedar Hill Road dairy farm. transcript



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
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Transcript Summary

2016-034-001 2016 Rice, Mary 1914-1918
Richard Grenville Rice and his service in WWI.

OH-text058 1982 Robbins, Joe 1948-1982

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Dooley Road; Royal Oak School; Saanich 

Fire Department (1948): equipment, systems, employees; Various fires and 

emergencies; Streets, businesses, and farms in Saanich; Shelbourne Street; Cedar Hill; 

Glanford; Carey Road; Glyn Road; Old West Saanich; Brookleigh; Quadra.
transcript

OH-text001 1973 Roberts, John E. (Jack) 1913-1973

[transcript only, no audio] Employment history; Career as a labourer; Promotion to 

foreman of Ward 2 and Roads Superintendent; Anecdotes of employment; Snow storms. summary

2012-035 2012 Roberts, Phyllis 1917-2012
Blenkinsop Valley; Mercer family; 4366 Blenkinsop Road; Dairy business; Nursing 

profession; Social attitudes; Cordova Bay holidays; Cedar Hill School.
summary

OH-text015 1978 Robinson, Annie (née Bull)
1917-1926       

1949-1961

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career; Working as a scribe for the ward 

rolls; 1917 employees; 1949 Tax Dept.; Waterworks.
summary

A002 1976 Robinson, H. 1915-1976
Career as manager of North and South Saanich Agricultural Society; Dairy farms and 

owners in Saanich from 1915.
transcript

OH-text070 1983 Rosson, June 1880-1981

[transcript only, no audio] George Pollard Rosson and George Willam Rosson - interview 

with June Rosson. Rock Bay Saloon owned by George Sr.;  George Jr.'s school days at 

Central Boy's School; McMorran Avenue; 1591 San Juan Ave; Neighbours; Stores; 

Saanich employee; Twining cannery; Creed Greenhouses.
transcript summary

N/A 1997
Rowan, Florence (nee 

Wright)
1926-1973

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career; Depression; Neil Street and area; 

Normal School; Bowker Creek; Richmond Road; House renovations and appliances (Neil 

Street); Domestic chores; Gardening; Dean's Lake; Department of Veterans Affairs 

Hospital; Church activities.

transcript

2010-002 2010 Rowe, Jack & Prue 1925-2010

Childhood in Gordon Head; Father was Bishop of Alaska and settled family on 10 acres; 

Family home "Tigara"; Neighbours; School; Wildlife in Saanich; Changes over the years. summary

OH-text029 1980 Ruby, Bill 1890-1930s
[transcript only, no audio] Interview with Bill Ruby - grandson of James Richards. Ruby 

family history; Dairy farming.
summary

A306 1993 Ruddock,  Brian 1954-1993
Family history; Qualifications for firefighters; Typical shift; Experiences with Saanich Fire 

Department.
summary

OH-text019 1979 Schofield, Alan Hugh 1949-1979

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; WWII; Career as a carpenter; Fire Station 

no. 1; Vehicle list for 1949; Anecdotes; Promotion to utility Foreman and then 

Superintendent; Lunch hour upgrading education classes; Parade floats.
summary

A101 1987 Scholes, David 1902-1930s Family history; School; Recreation; Beekeeping; Apiary Inspector; Depression. transcript

OH-text071 1983 Scholes, David 1892-1926

[transcript only, no audio] [part 1] David Scholes's family history; Career. [part 2] Alfred 

Leech - interview with relative David Scholes (related to Mr. Leech's wife's family in 

England).  Family history,  Orion Villa; Alta Vista Farm near Elk Lake.
summary

2009-060 2009 Scott, Peter 1950s Garden City; Tillicum Drive-in theatre; Panama Flats. summary



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
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Transcript Summary

2007-098 2007 Sehmi, Narindra Singh 1930s-1990s Gordon Head. transcript summary

A204 1989 Sharp, Malcolm James 1930s-
Family background in Saskatchewan; Farming methods; Career as manager of a dairy.

A203 1989 Sheffield, Phyllis G. 1918-

Family history; V&S Railroad; Interurban; Growing up during the Depression; Holland 

Road; Greenhouse work; Island Seed company; St. Michael and All Angels Anglican 

Church.

N/A 1997
Shemilt, Howard and 

Winnifred, and son Victor
1902-1950

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Childhood in Manitoba; Burnside area; Island 

Blueprint (Davenport); Weddings; WWI; House on Harriet Road; Domestic chores; 

Gardening; Earthquake; WWII; Depression; Work at shipyards; St. Mark's Church; Girl 

Guides; Vehicles.

transcript summary

A112 1988
Simmons, Leonard Alfred 

(Len)
1902-1988

Family history; Father, one of the Simmonds brothers who pioneered in Blenkinsop 

Valley; Clearing land; Cordwood taken to Lakehill pump house; Farming; Jitney service 

to Cordova Bay; Changes to Blenkinsop area; Neighbours - Lohbrunner. transcript

A025 1977
Sluggett, Claude & Muriel 

Knott (née Sluggett)
1910-1930s

Farming in South Saanich (Central Saanich); Sluggett family history; Growing up in 

Brentwood Bay area; Other local families; Post office. transcript

OH-text020 1979 Smith, Olive 1957-1980s

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Early career in Saanich Assessor's office; 

Work environment; Other employees; Career as secretary to Mayor Hugh Curtis, Mayor 

Lum, and Mayor Couvelier.
summary

OH-text072 1983 Stewart, Robin Thomas 1950-1983

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Career; Joining Saanich Police force, 1950; 

Saanich Police Union; Memories of being an Inspector; Various cases; Wages; Mayors; 

Board Members; Budgets; Christmas parties.
transcript

2010-042 2010 Stofer, Ken & Lynette 1912-2010

[Part 1] Ken Stofer’s parents and early years in Canada; Family homes; Old St. Aidan’s 

Church; CCF hall; Reg Stofer; Ken’s childhood; Cedar Hill Cross Road and Mount Tolmie 

neighbourhoods; Fred Ellis’ Cedar Hill Dairy; Lansdowne airfield; Ken’s school life; WWII; 

Marriage; Property on Stamboul. [part 2] Lynette’s school and working life; Gordon Head 

Army Camp; Veterans Hospital; Ken’s work with the Post Office; Mount Tolmie Post 

Office; Property and house on Stamboul; Engagement and honeymoon; Cedar Hill Cross 

Road neighbourhood; Airfields; Ken and Lynette’s history articles and books; Brite Spot 

restaurant; Childhood accidents; Societal change.

summary

OH-text059 1982 Stone, John James 1954-1982
[transcript only, no audio] Emigration from Liverpool, England in 1953; Career with 

Saanich Police; Humorous job-related anecdotes.
transcript

OH-text106 Unknown Swan, Wes and Shirley 1933-1958

[transcript only, no audio] Gordon Albert Swan - interview with his son Wes Swan and 

daughter-in-law Shirley. Personal history; Oak Street dairy bought from Jack Hodges; 

Moving from Alberta with livestock; Milk delivery service; Cloverdale Jersey Dairy; 

Description of business; Businesses in the Cloverdale and Douglas areas; Streetcars.
transcript



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
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A024 1977

Tanner, Norman and 

Gladys Forbes (née 

Tanner)

1891-1930s

Henry Ernest (Harry)Tanner, Saanich pioneer - interview with his son and daughter 

Norman Tanner and Gladys Forbes. Background and immigration of Harry and his 

brother Frank; bought farm land from John Sluggett; Tanner Brothers Avondale Farm; 

Orchards and berry production; Temperance Society; Wholesale fruit companies; Fruit 

Growers Association; Sluggett family; Saanich Agricultural Fair; Political career; Wilfred 

Butler's Store.

transcript

OH-text016 1978 Taylor, Jack S. 1946-1968
Personal history; work history; building inspector 1946; names of employees 1940s

summary

2010-044 2010 Travers, Ray 1974-2010

Shelbourne memorial trees; Western Front Association; Planting of new memorial trees 

by grade 7 students from Gordon Head Middle School on April 22, 2010; Gore Memorial 

Park; Shelbourne Corridor Action Plan; Bowker Creek; Carnegie Crescent 

neighbourhood; Fairburn Elementary School; Forestry.

summary

OH-text093 1985 Tremayne, William M. 1973-1985

[transcript only, no audio] Organization structure of the Municipality; change in the 

employees; responsibilities of dept. heads; Community Plan; Benefit Society; CUPE; 

1975 lockout; changes in the districts
transcript

A027 1977 Tribe, John B. 1913-1972

Personal history; growing up in Courtenay; started with Saanich as General Office 

Assistant in 1941; joined Air force 1942; rehired at Saanich 1945; work as Clerk 

Treasurer; list of employees 1945; Reeves; sewer bylaws; airpark in Gordon Head; 

succession of Ward 6 from Saanich; Brannan- Bracewell Report (a survey of Saanich 

Administration which created controversy); new Municipal Hall; early council meetings; 

thoughts on the changing atmosphere of the Municipality

transcript

OH-text060 1982
Trueit, Charles Robert 

Franklin
1954-1982

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Interior of BC; WWII; Duties of a junior 

officer; Career; Staff in the 1950s; Anecdotes about ticketing; Positions held during his 

career.
transcript

A008 & A010 1977 Tubman, Maurice 1906-1970s

Pioneer life on Keating Cross Road; Keating School days; Berry farming; Roads; Trains, 

Other farmers and property owners in Saanich - Michell, Pendray, Rithet; Making roof 

shakes; Description of the family home.
transcript summary

2007-096 2007 Tuckey, Kathleen 1909-

Move from England to Oak Bay; Early life in Victoria; Playing grass hockey; Ice skating; 

Attending Victoria College; Attending Sprott Shaw Business Institute; Working as an 

accountant for G.H. Snow greenhouses; Move to Vancouver and back to Saanich; 

Working as switchboard operator for Municipality of Saanich; Working in Old Municipal 

Hall; Working as Mr. Ford's secretary; Working for the Provincial Government after 

retiring at Saanich at the age of 60; Retiring on West Saanich Road. 

transcript summary

A117 1988 Turgoose, William F. (Bill) 1908-1940s

Family history; Grandfather's travels from England to Saanich; Relationship to the Pope 

family (Mount Newton X Road); Relationship to Steven Sandover; Turgoose family and 

farm (kitty-corner from Prairie Inn); Schools; Social events; Saanich Fair; Depression; 

Saanich Police; Police Chief Little; First Nations; St. Mary's Church.

(handwritten 

but never 

typed)



Admin. No.
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Transcript Summary

2018-007 2018 Underwood, Leslie (Les) 1910s-ca. 1970

Underwood family history; WWII; Childhood in Cordova Bay and Tillicum areas; Local 

sports. summary

2017-029 2017 Underwood, Marion 1920s-2017

Family history; Growing up in Prince Rupert and Saanich; Schools; Swimming in the 

Gorge; WWII work; Marriage to Ghazi Underwood; Family businesses; Property on West 

Saanich Road; Donation of property to Saanich for wildlife sanctuary. summary

N/A 2012
Valleau, Diane & Marley, 

Gail
1910-1960

[transcript only, no audio] Growing up on Ralph Street; Swan Lake.
summary 

OH-text094 1985 Vandermeij, Leonardus 1942-1970s

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history in Europe; Immigration to Canada; Labourer 

with Saanich; Working conditions; Parks equipment in the 1950s; Development of the 

Parks Department; Staff; Positions held during career including Superintendent of Parks.
transcript

A017 1977 Vantreight, Geoffrey Jr. 1884-1970s

Pioneer life in Gordon Head; Grandfather, John Vantreight; Original farm land prices and 

conditions; Gordon Head School; Controversy over Dean land donation to the 

Municipality; Gordon Head Road development; Gordon Head Community Centre; 

Temperance Society; St Luke's Church; Daffodil and fruit business; Dominion 

Experimental Farm.

transcript

2009-040 2009 Vantreight, Jean 1923-2000 Sports; Career; Geoffrey Vantreight family; Gordon Head.

OH-text095 1985 Vivian, Les 1961-1980s

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Previous work history; Career with 

Automotive Services as automotive night serviceman; Duties; New garage; Move to new 

Municipal Hall.
transcript

OH-text004 1976 Walton, George 1950-1970s [transcript only, no audio]  Career with Police department; Personal history.

N/A 1997
Waters, Grace (nee 

Howroyd)
1911-1997

[transcript only, no audio] Father's architect / building career; Dairy business; Market 

garden; Depression era; Chinese (White Service League); School days; Husband, 

Theodore Waters' welding businesses; Ship refitting during WWII; WWII; House on 

Cedar Hill Cross Road; Children; Beta Sigma Phi.

transcript summary

OH-text004 1976 Watson, George 1950-1970s Career; Career with Police department; personal history. summary

2019-010 2019 Wenman, Joan

1911-2019 

[predominantly 

1920s-1960s]

Wenman family history; Wenman property in Gordon Head; Houlihan family; Singh 

family; Growing up in Gordon Head; Reg Wenman's career at University School; Frank 

Hobbs school; Sports; Tennis; Cricket club; WWII; Tuberculosis.
summary

2019-013 2019 Wenman, Joan 1903-1960s

Bradshaw family moving to Saanich from Newfoundland; Sister's careers as nurses, 

teachers, and stenographers / secretaries; Trixie and Nancy's WWI service as nursing 

sisters; House at 3701 Palo Alto Drive; Claude Lytton personal history; Marriage of 

Claude Lytton and Ethel Bradshaw; House at 1941 Earnest Avenue; St. Luke's Church; 

Social life around the church; Eve Lytton's school days.

summary

OH-text030 1980 Wenman, Reg 1912-1955
[transcript only, no audio] Wenman family history; Original farm bought from Houlihan; 

Berry and daffodil production; Career at University School.
summary

OH-text046 1981 Whitehead, Jack 1912-1930s
[transcript only, no audio] Whitehead family history; Prospect Lake pioneers; Houses 

and owners; Prospect Lake School; Local springs.
transcript



Admin. No.
Year of 

Interview
Interviewee Years Covered

Topics covered

Transcript Summary

OH-text073 1983 Willerton, Vic 1930s-1970s

[transcript only, no audio] Father's career with Saanich Municipality, 1908-1946; Cedar 

Hill and Shelbourne Street stores; Families and farms; Career at Ironcrafts Products; 

Fancy metal projects around Saanich.
transcript

OH-text047 1981 Williamson, Alixena 1890-1954

[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Maternal side of family, Clark, of Gordon Head; 

San Juan and Tyndall area; Williamson Store; Post Office; Gordon Head bus; Gordon 

Head Community Hall; Telephone service and switchboard, 1913; List of pioneer families 

in the area.

transcript

A208 1990
Williamson, Jessie Lydia 

(née Swails)
1925-1980s

Family history; Move from Manitoba, 1925; Farming in Saanich - chicken, sheep; Royal 

Oak School days; Wilkinson Road United Church; Victoria High School in Craigdarroch 

Castle; Career as teacher and with BC Electric; Marriage to Kenneth Williamson in 1957; 

Being widowed in 1965; moved back to Saanich in1968.

2010-022 2010 Winterburn, Mary 1910-2010

North Dairy School; Cloverdale School; Jitneys; Beaver Lake; Cordova Bay; Childhood 

during WWI; Working as a nanny; Working in Spencer's Store; Parkdale Grocery (the 

family business); Brother's accident with explosives as a child in Saanich. summary

A118 1988 Woods, John 1910s-1970s

Family history; Father's career with B.C. Police; Farming in Gordon Head; School days; 

French contract for 40 schooners; Chinese people in Saanich; WWII; German spies and 

submarines; Fairbridge Farm; Changes in farming.

OH-text082 1984 Woods, John 1908-1935

[transcript only, no audio] Family history; Gordon Head area; WWI; S.O.S. (Soldiers of 

the Soil); French contract for 40 schooners; Victoria Public Market; Ash Road; Fairbridge 

Agricultural College.
transcript

A123 1988
Woodward, Hazel (née 

Fletcher)
1906-1940s

Brentwood history; Early teaching career; Women's Institute (Slugget's) Brentwood.
transcript

A303 1993 Wooster,  Fred 1960-1992

Career with Saanich Police beginning in 1960: training, assignment to detective division, 

watch commander, crime prevention, changes to the police force, anecdotes and 

memorable events, retirement in 1992.
summary

OH-text107 Unknown Wooten, Roy 1925-1956

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history; Royal Oak district; Royal Oak School; 

Businesses; Roads; Saanich Fire Department, 1940-1950; Employees at Fire Hall no 1 

including paint shop and blacksmith; 1940 list of fire fighters; Equipment; Duties; Salary 

negotiations; Emergencies; Work with Licence Department; Building and plumbing 

Inspections; Being elected to Saanich Council; List of employees at the Royal Oak Hall in 

1954; Special events.

transcript

OH-text108 Unknown Zambrano, Armando 1940s-1960s

[transcript only, no audio] Personal history in Italy; Immigration; Story of being hired for 

the Winter Works Program and staying with the Roads Department. transcript


