Kenneth Walter Foster was born to Walter and Alice
Foster in England on 11 May 1898. The family came
to Canada in 1906 and settled in Saanich, living first
at Portage Inlet and later on Hastings Street.

Kenneth Foster was 16 when the First World War
began in August of 1914 and the following year he
was still under-age when he enlisted and was
assigned to the 50™ Gordon Highlanders. In
September 1915 Private Foster left British Columbia
for England with the 62nd Battalion.

After training in England he was sent to France as a
gunner and was wounded in the Battle of the
Somme. He spent several months recovering from
his injury at a hospital in Cheshire, England before
returning to the battlefield. He was recommended
for the Military Medal for bravery during the battle
for Hill 70 near the French city of Lens.

At the end of the war Private Kenneth Foster
received a discharge and returned to Saanich where
he married Jessie Thorpe. The couple built a home
on Pipeline Road and had two children, Barbara and
Daryl. Kenneth’s health suffered greatly from his war
injuries and he died in 1947 when he was just 49
years old.

The photographs and documents included below
were generously shared with Saanich Archives by
Kenneth Foster’s children, Daryl Foster and Barbara
Hourston.
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Some of the Foster children in front of the Bennett family home at 20 Quincy Street in View Royal.

The Bennett’s were close friends of the Fosters and remember attending many parties at the Foster’s home on Hastings
Street during the 1920s. George Bennett was in a dance band with the Foster boys and they often played for dances at
the Strawberry Vale Community Hall. Kenneth Foster had also been a Victoria Boy Scout for five years before enlisting.
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e [/ ATTESTATION PAPER  fb4526)

‘CATADIAN OVERSEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORGE "0 /%<5

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION. ‘/’
. \/ (ANSWERS)
1. Whatis your name? N\ Qe M G oAt
In what Town, Township, or Parish, and in
what, Gountry were you born? 4 '{m\obcv\ s X/v\.\(‘ LM‘HL :
. What Is the name of your nest-of-kin?.. ..\ X A Feakes PVt
‘What is the address of your next-of-Kin? c
‘What is the date of your birth?.

What is your trade or calling?

Are you married?. o
il inated .

Are_you willing to be vaccinated or re- \?(,Q

‘ 9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?..... Aen . K0 ILENCE A nlecdn:

10. Have you ever served in any Military Force?..
1€ 5o, state particnlass of former Service.

S

R )

11. Do you underséand the nature and terms of v& <o
Jour i

12. Aré you willing to be attested to serve in
the CANADIAN ‘OVER-S } bt PN
FoRrcE? ()

911?&9 (Signature of Man.)

bolle.. . i of Witness.)

) et

DECL. ﬂ![?) BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

-

1, W A A, do solemnly declare that the above answers
made by mé to tHe above questiofis are true, and that I am willing to fulfil the engagements by me now
made, and I hereby engage and agree to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, and
to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the term of one year, or during the war now existing
between Great Britain and Germany should that war last longer than one year, and for six months after

the termination of that war provided His Majesty should so long require my services, or until legally
digcharged. N

Date....., QK/L 2

of Recruit.)
22 . (Signature of Witness.)

. OAWUIWAKEN BY MAN ON ATTESTATION. :
L VONCY Eropdel do saske Oath, that T will be faithfu

, 1 and
bear trae Allegiance to His Majesty King George the Fifth, His Heirs and Successors, and that I will as
in duty bound honestly and faithfuily defend His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown
and Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and
Suecessors, and of all the Generals and Officers set over me.  So help me God.

Mol Lot (Signature of Reeruit)
L1018 QMZX‘ ‘oK 280 (Signature of Witness.)

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE,

The Recruit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the
above questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Aet.

The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.

1 have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each -question has
been duly entered as x‘%ﬁ'ed , and the said Recruit has made and signed the declaration and taken the

Date.. 23

oath before me, at... £EONON, B €015 this [y otlsl s 191 7
i JAAALA LT (Signature of Justice.)
- / 7
1 certify that the above ig My of the Mf;?}ljﬂ f the above-named Recruit,
. y FAS I ( ing Officer.)
Cmpowoa i Golonel
i), ¢ Commanding 62nd (0 Sate., . E.F.
3 e

DESCRIPTION OFW % e’ on )éNLI'S’l;MEi*I‘.

Apparent Age. L years / months, Distinctive marks, and marks indicating con-
(o be determiaed aceording to thé fustructions given fn the Regulstions genital peculiarities or previogs disease.

(Should the Modieai Officer be of opimion that the
o o op at the recruit bas served

Hor, o Bl anieah cho enan ackbowioseas 1 oo Pty
07// B 1 M ek o e mtormation 71 the Avpravint
Height. ft. ins.

: I
i {G’;F:;:;‘ae"‘““m I Aol
oFF | L ins. —

Eyes 4 g sblrrs
Lo’

‘Church of England ..
Presbytertan.....

Baptist or Congregationalist
IOther Protestants.
(Denomi

enomination o bo Atated)

Denominations

Roman Catholic.......

Jewish.

CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

I have examined the above-named Recruit and find that he does not present any of the causes
of rejection specified in the Regulations for Army Medieal Services.

He can see at the required distance with either eye; his heart and lungs are healthy; he has the
free use of his joints and jim] he declareg that he is not subject to fite of any description.

1 consider-hiey* Expditionary Force.

Tt bace © ot
HoTn.—8houla tho Medies] Offcer onsider the Rearuit il il fn he frgoing Cortif
il B o eI O it the et usdl,he il 1 ing Cerdileatoonly

CERTIFICATE OF FICER COMMANDING UNIT

. A A { having been finally approved and
inspected by me this day, and his Name, Age, Date of ion, and every bed having
been recorded, I certify that I am satisfied with t] tness of this Attestation.

SEP e kiR . i of Officer.)

On his attestation papers Kenneth Foster gave an incorrect birthdate to appear older than he was.
He enlisted in July 1915 and entered his father as his next-of-kin (Library & Archives Canada).
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Kenneth Walter Foster

Kenneth Foster’s younger brothers
Alan and Phil also served in the
Canadian Expeditionary Force.

The photograph on the right
shows Kenneth Foster with his
young brother Maurice, prior to
deployment overseas.
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In September 1915 Private Foster left British Columbia for England with the 629 Battalion.
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Private Foster (far left) training in Bramshott England, 1915
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Private Kenneth Foster, 1915
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Extracts from Private Kenneth Foster’s letters home
were printed in The Daily Colonist on 27 May 1916.

On 1 October 1916 The Daily Colonist reported on
Private Foster’s injury.

“Pte. Kenneth W. Foster — Who is now lying in a
hospital at Liverpool with a gunshot wound in the
chest. He is a son of Mr. Walter Foster, of Marigold,
who has two other sons on active service, one with
the 103" and the other with the 143" Battalion. Pte.
Foster joined the 50t Gordons in July 1915, and left
with the first draft of the 62" for the front in
September of that year. When wounded he was

serving in the machine gun section of the 2™
Battalion, 1° Brigade.”
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Private Kenneth Foster spent several months in England recovering from a gun shot
wound he received during the Battle of the Somme in 1916. He was treated at Frodsham
Auxiliary Military Hospital near Chester, England and returned to active duty in 1917.
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NMITITARY WYLI.
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In April 1917 Private Kenneth Foster made a will, leaving his
personal property to his mother in the event of his death

SAANICH REMEMBERS WORLD WAR ONE - 1914 TO 1918



Kenneth Walter Foster

The Daily Colonist, 30 September 1917

Pte. Kenneth Foster Tells Part He Played during the Recent Fighting —
Long Service With Machine Guns

For bravery during the recent fighting around Lens, Pte. Kenneth
Foster, of Marigold, has been recommended for the Military Medal. He
is the son of Mr. Walter Foster, and he has been serving with the
machine guns in France for twenty-six months, barring six months in
hospital as a result of gunshot wounds received on the Somme. Here is
his modest account of the fighting in which he sustained his latest
injury, and, incidentally, the recommendation for war honors.:

“You will, no doubt, have heard about the advance, when we took Hill
70. | was not over the bags this time, but put in one of the hardest
trips that the battalion has ever experienced. Out of my platoon (forty
men) there were only five who came back. | was one of the lucky ones.

“The first counter-attack commenced at 1 a.m. and lasted for one hour.
| was on sentry when the barrage started and immediately opened up
with the guns. The second attack lasted for three-quarters of an hour
and the third about half an hour. That was when my corporal got killed.
| was right beside him when he was killed, and the gun he was working
went right up in the air. | thought that my face was blown off.

“By this time all the N.C.0.'s were either killed or wounded. | being No.
1 on the gun was left in command of the platoon — what remained of
it. No. 2 and myself were the only men left in the trench after the third
attach.

“Fritz got into the trench with liquid fire, but none of them ever got
back.”

Pte, Kenneth Foster Tells~Part
He Played During.the Re=
ceent Fighting — Long Ser-
vice With Machine Guns,
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CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
DISCHARGE- CERTIFICATE:» service B:d%foﬂlxél?f

CiasSs "

Nothing is too good for the
boys in the trenches.

Gt Gl ST Ln TSO
WRING ARMY ©F vﬁ%m%wm&%n/

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that No. . Z£.3 2 £ 7 __ (Rank)... 2z

OCCURATION AT P B )
y /I/u’ .,Zaﬁtéam 2 A
Cotlopne GermAN i y;g Vi @ Name (in full) . 7# &€ 87 £ A Forr mre A 2202l enlisted in
ﬁéﬂdﬁ 7, 50;/;,7 2 @5;,?4 y e = o
ym 2 /?/ 272 the &2 P
and CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE at...... e znz2e 2L on the S )
i%w/ /)I%A/M/é/a:%%af(.%m day of et sl 195 x o
2 e —_ o
HE served in e e o 6.97720
7 . 5 . Demobilization. :
% o A and is now discharged from the service by reasog of Medical Unf -
; THE DESCRIPTION OF THIS SOLDIER on the DATE below is as follows:—
F Age S R i Marks or Scars |
Height . e Pl o i e SR s
Complexion A e 96 Tz =R /z’}” Y te s
Private Kenneth Foster was Byes s el Bl e Pl

discharged in 1919 and oy St 5 |

) g
returned to Saanich. X VON\—’Q' m ‘ -ffW /e
Signature of Soldier ! ee3s et aen Pl

esscon

for U, C Dispersitediiyighesron 1L
Date of Discharge “NREA 3 =
s
{fb KINGSTON
& ONT
3 5 Rank
Q) i
APR24 151y
: ,. ’
9 Date 19
) .{f g -

ot B et
XRYCT q i : H 0
N.B.—As no duplicate of tht ificate will be issued, any person finding same is requested to forward it in an
unstamped envelope to the Secmtuy’ , Militia Council, Ottawa, Canada.
LF.B. 39.
G10-D.B 30001118,
[.Q. 1772-39-882.
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Kenneth Walter Foster and his two brothers, Philip and Alan, are included on the Saanich Roll of Honour,
a document that was compiled by the municipality during and after the war to remember the Saanich
men and women who served in the conflict. The Roll of Honour is on display at Saanich Archives.
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KEN ALAN MARJORIE
ALICE  RUTH MAURICE WALTER LIONEL

After his discharge in 1919, Kenneth Foster returned to Saanich.
The photograph on the right shows Kenneth (centre, back row) with his parents and siblings, ca. 1920.
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After the war, Kenneth Foster married Jessie Thorpe and they built a home on Pipeline
Road where they raised their two children, Barbara and Daryl. During the Second World
War, Kenneth Foster worked for the Salvation Army, visiting military bases on southern
Vancouver Island to help raise morale. His health continued to suffer from his First World
War injuries and he died in 1947 when he was just 49 years old.

Left: Barbara, Daryl and Jessie Foster. Right: Kenneth Foster during the Second World War.
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Memoir
Pte Kenneth Walter Foster.
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In June I was transferred to the 62nd Battalion and sent

to the training camp at Vernon, B. C., where several Battalions
were in training. This camp was all under canvas, which was some-
thing new, as our previous one was composed of buildings. Here
we were given a more strenuous training, long route marches with
full pack, along dusty roads, and the thermometer reading around

90 in the shade, but we did not seem to mind that part of it for
we knew we were on our way.

In the latter part of August volunteers were called for

draft of a hundred men to be sent to England, of which I was one.
Before going I was given six days leave to visit the folks at
home. It took too days to get there so that only left me two days
to spend at home, not very long when one has to say goodbye, per-

haps for good; however, fate brought me back, whether for better
or for worse remains to be seen.

Well, the time came when I gathered my belongings,
"goodbye" to the folks and my friends,
little late,

pulling out.

said

but alas! I had left it a
for when I arrived at the depot the boat was just

I just stood there not knowing what to do, for I

knew only too well that if I was late getting back the draft would
be gone and I had visions of being court-martialed with a crime of
desertion against me. However, I noticed a well-known clergyman
amongst the crowd whom I knew, so I asked him to write a letter for
me to the commander to the affect that I had missed the boat and
would therefore be a day late. Naturally I was quite put out over
the unfortunate incident, and there was nothing left for me to do
but go back home and start again the following day. That night was
the last time that I had the pleasure of sleeping in a real bed for
almost two years. The following day I left in plenty of time so

there would be no danger of repeating yesterday's performance,
finally did get away,

Well,

and
without feeling the least bit homesick. 0dd?

rather. The boat trip of four hours to Vancouver was always
interesting to me, provided of course that the water was on its
best behaviour, for I am a good sailor in port. Arriving in
Vancouver about 8 P.M. we found the troop train already waiting
for us. The trip to Vernon tock only twenty-four hours and it
seemed that no sooner had we got nicely settled when we had to
dis-embark, having reached destination. Naturally, my first
thoughts were--had the draft gone without me? But on reaching the

camp I was told that it had not, but was scheduled to pull out the
next day.

And so it was on the 26th of September, 1915, that I

actually started on my long journey for parts unknown. The "Fall-
in" was sounded and after saying goodbye to some of the boys we
paraded for the final inspection by the Commanding Officer of the

Kenneth Foster recorded his experiences of the First World War in a memoir. The document is available to read at Saanich Archives.
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Documents and photographs for this presentation were generously
provided to Saanich Archives by Daryl Foster and Barbara Hourston.

You can learn more about the Saanich Remembers World War One project
by visiting our website at www.saanich.ca/archives

Or contact Saanich Archives
250-475-5494 ext. 3478
archives@saanich.ca
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