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Kenneth Walter Foster was born to Walter and Alice
Foster in England on 11 May 1898. The family came
to Canada in 1906 and settled in Saanich, living first
at Portage Inlet and later on Hastings Street.

Kenneth Foster was 16 when the First World War
began in August of 1914 and the following year he
was still under-age when he enlisted and was
assigned to the 50th Gordon Highlanders. In
September 1915 Private Foster left British Columbia
for England with the 62nd Battalion.

After training in England he was sent to France as a
gunner and was wounded in the Battle of the
Somme. He spent several months recovering from
his injury at a hospital in Cheshire, England before
returning to the battlefield. He was recommended
for the Military Medal for bravery during the battle
for Hill 70 near the French city of Lens.

At the end of the war Private Kenneth Foster
received a discharge and returned to Saanich where
he married Jessie Thorpe. The couple built a home
on Pipeline Road and had two children, Barbara and
Daryl. Kenneth’s health suffered greatly from his war
injuries and he died in 1947 when he was just 49
years old.

The photographs and documents included below
were generously shared with Saanich Archives by
Kenneth Foster’s children, Daryl Foster and Barbara
Hourston.
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Some of the Foster children in front of the Bennett family home at 20 Quincy Street in View Royal. 

The Bennett’s were close friends of the Fosters and remember attending many parties at the Foster’s home on Hastings
Street during the 1920s. George Bennett was in a dance band with the Foster boys and they often played for dances at
the Strawberry Vale Community Hall. Kenneth Foster had also been a Victoria Boy Scout for five years before enlisting.
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On his attestation papers Kenneth Foster gave an incorrect birthdate to appear older than he was.
He enlisted in July 1915 and entered his father as his next-of-kin (Library & Archives Canada).
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http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/first-world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=396498
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Kenneth Foster’s younger brothers
Alan and Phil also served in the
Canadian Expeditionary Force.

The photograph on the right
shows Kenneth Foster with his
young brother Maurice, prior to
deployment overseas.
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In September 1915 Private Foster left British Columbia for England with the 62nd Battalion.
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Private Foster (far left) training in Bramshott England, 1915
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Private Kenneth Foster, 1915
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Extracts from Private Kenneth Foster’s letters home
were printed in The Daily Colonist on 27 May 1916.

On 1 October 1916 The Daily Colonist reported on
Private Foster’s injury.

“Pte. Kenneth W. Foster – Who is now lying in a
hospital at Liverpool with a gunshot wound in the
chest. He is a son of Mr. Walter Foster, of Marigold,
who has two other sons on active service, one with
the 103rd and the other with the 143rd Battalion. Pte.
Foster joined the 50th Gordons in July 1915, and left
with the first draft of the 62nd for the front in
September of that year. When wounded he was
serving in the machine gun section of the 2nd

Battalion, 1st Brigade.”
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Private Kenneth Foster spent several months in England recovering from a gun shot
wound he received during the Battle of the Somme in 1916. He was treated at Frodsham
Auxiliary Military Hospital near Chester, England and returned to active duty in 1917.
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In April 1917 Private Kenneth Foster made a will, leaving his
personal property to his mother in the event of his death.
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The Daily Colonist, 30 September 1917

Pte. Kenneth Foster Tells Part He Played during the Recent Fighting –
Long Service With Machine Guns

For bravery during the recent fighting around Lens, Pte. Kenneth
Foster, of Marigold, has been recommended for the Military Medal. He
is the son of Mr. Walter Foster, and he has been serving with the
machine guns in France for twenty-six months, barring six months in
hospital as a result of gunshot wounds received on the Somme. Here is
his modest account of the fighting in which he sustained his latest
injury, and, incidentally, the recommendation for war honors.:

“You will, no doubt, have heard about the advance, when we took Hill
70. I was not over the bags this time, but put in one of the hardest
trips that the battalion has ever experienced. Out of my platoon (forty
men) there were only five who came back. I was one of the lucky ones.

“The first counter-attack commenced at 1 a.m. and lasted for one hour.
I was on sentry when the barrage started and immediately opened up
with the guns. The second attack lasted for three-quarters of an hour
and the third about half an hour. That was when my corporal got killed.
I was right beside him when he was killed, and the gun he was working
went right up in the air. I thought that my face was blown off.

“By this time all the N.C.O.’s were either killed or wounded. I being No.
1 on the gun was left in command of the platoon – what remained of
it. No. 2 and myself were the only men left in the trench after the third
attach.

“Fritz got into the trench with liquid fire, but none of them ever got
back.”
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Private Kenneth Foster was 
discharged in 1919 and 
returned to Saanich. 
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Kenneth Walter Foster and his two brothers, Philip and Alan, are included on the Saanich Roll of Honour,
a document that was compiled by the municipality during and after the war to remember the Saanich
men and women who served in the conflict. The Roll of Honour is on display at Saanich Archives.
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After his discharge in 1919, Kenneth Foster returned to Saanich.
The photograph on the right shows Kenneth (centre, back row) with his parents and siblings, ca. 1920.
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After the war, Kenneth Foster married Jessie Thorpe and they built a home on Pipeline
Road where they raised their two children, Barbara and Daryl. During the Second World
War, Kenneth Foster worked for the Salvation Army, visiting military bases on southern
Vancouver Island to help raise morale. His health continued to suffer from his First World
War injuries and he died in 1947 when he was just 49 years old.

Left: Barbara, Daryl and Jessie Foster. Right: Kenneth Foster during the Second World War.
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Kenneth Foster recorded his experiences of the First World War in a memoir. The document is available to read at Saanich Archives.
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Documents and photographs for this presentation were generously 
provided to Saanich Archives by Daryl Foster and Barbara Hourston.

You can learn more about the Saanich Remembers World War One project 
by visiting our website at www.saanich.ca/archives

Or contact Saanich Archives 
250-475-5494 ext. 3478

archives@saanich.ca
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