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TheCareyLocalArealies in the southwestareaof Saanich,and is namedfor CareyRoadwhich winds
throughthe community. CareyRoadwasnamedfor JosephWestropeCarey. In addition to workingasa
surveyorand servingon Victoria City Council,Careyfarmed his 111 acre property near what is now
calledPanamaFlats. He planted six hundredfruit trees and raisedcattle and hogs,havingasmanyas
125 hogsat a time. The area was first settled in the 1850s by IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompanyofficials and
farmers from Britain. By the 1890s, landownersbegan to subdividetheir farmland, and with more
familiesmoving to the area,a schoolwas required. Thisled to the establishmentof StrawberryVale
School in 1893. The arrival of the BC Electric Interurban Railwayin 1913 sparked extensive land
speculationand the developmentof the GardenCity (Marigold)subdivision. Other major subdivisions
occurredduring the post-war boom of the 1950s, and havecontinuedup to the presentday. Careyis
now a predominantlysuburbanarea.

Cattle on Wilkinson Road, 1920s (2007-196-081)



Saanich Official Community Plan 2008, Map 22 Local Areas



The District of Saanichlies within the traditional territories of
the[₳ƪ ₳ƺ₳ƴand{9b0h¥9bspeakingpeoples. Evidenceof First
Nationssettlement in the area now called Saanichdates back
over 4,000 years. The[₳ƪ ₳ƺ₳ƴpeoplesare made up of two
nations, the Songheesand Esquimalt Nations. The ²{#b90
peoples are made up of five nations: ²Whḿ9ḿt(Tsartlip),
.hṢ909b(Pauquachin),{Ṁ#¦¢²(Tsawout),²{LṤ9a(Tseycum)
and a#[9·9ḿ(Malahat) Nations. Eachnation had their own
territory andtravelledfreelyover their land,hunting,fishingand
gatheringresources. The[₳ƪ ₳ƺ₳ƴand²{#b90peopleshave
historicalconnectionswith the landwhichcontinueto this day.

Colquitz River, 1913 (2007-196-001) Colquitz River, 1963 (2015-014-002a)



1850-1854
From1850-1854, JamesDouglas,ChiefFactorand later Governorof the IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompanycolonyon Vancouver
Island,signedtreatieswith 14 Indigenousgroups. Thesedocumentsareoften referredto astheάCƻǊǘVictoria¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎέ
or the ά5ƻǳƎƭŀǎTreaties.έJamesDouglasdid not explicitlyuse the word treaty in theseagreements,but a Supreme
Courtdecisionruled that theseagreementswereandremainvalidtreatiessinceDouglas,who wasactingasanagentof
the Crown at the time, arranged them with the Indigenouspeoples. First Nations maintain that their ancestors
understoodtheseaspeacetreatiesor agreementsof cohabitationof the land. TheBritish,however,interpreted these
treaties as purchaseagreementsthat surrendered lands near IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBay Companyposts in exchangefor the
continuedright to hunt andfish, reservelands,anda one-time payment. Thetext in the treatiesis quite short, andthe
agreementsreachedin the fourteen treaties are almost the same,exceptfor the territories referred to, the persons
signing,andthe paymentamountsfor the land.

The treaty that coversthe area today known as Careywas signedby 20 membersof the Kosampsontribe whose
primary settlement wascenteredaround CraigflowerParkon AdmiralsRoad. Thetreaty referred to the landάƻƴthe
eastsideof the arm,enclosingChristmasHill andLakeandthe landswestof thoseobjects.έTheconditionsof the treaty
stateάǘƘŀǘour villagesitesandenclosedfieldsare to be kept for our own use,for the useof our children,and for those
whomayfollow after usandthe landshallbeproperlysurveyedhereafter. It isunderstood,however,that the landitself,
with thesesmallexceptions,becomesthe entire propertyof the white peopleforever; it is alsounderstoodthat we are
at liberty to hunt over the unoccupiedlands,and to carry on our fisheriesas formerly. We havereceived,as payment,
fifty-two poundsten shillingssterling.έ(Fulltext availableonlinethroughIndigenousServicesCanada).

Baxter Avenue looking toward Panama Flats, 1954 (1985-003-002a)



The Colquitz River runs
through the Carey area,
draining the southern part of
the Saanich Peninsula into
PortageInlet. It wasoncehome
to numerous types of foliage
and many different speciesof
birds. Trout and salmon were
once plentiful in its waters.
Subsequent erosion, logging
and pollution associatedwith
the arrival of Europeansettlers
have since had a profound
effect on the localecosystem.

The name Colquitzhas several
possible origin stories. Chief
Edward Joe (b. 1885) of the
Esquimalt Nation interpreted
the nameColquitzto meanthe
sound of a baby crying. The
SongheesNation offered the
meaningof spirit or ghost,with
the wind blowing through the
trees sounding like a spirit
wailing. Some early settlers
thought Colquitz was a word
stemmingfrom the Latin collis
meaning hill. A Provincial
Archivesof BCplacenamesfile
gave the source as άfrom the
Straits Salish word meaning
ǿŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭά.

The definitive answer to the
origin of the ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎname has
likelybeenlost to time.

Earlyregisteredland ownersof the areanear the river were JohnFrederick
Kennedy(1857) and JeanBaptiste Jollibois (1859). Jolliboisowned a small
farm andworkedhis landwith a team of 8 horses. Hisfarm alsohadseveral
cows,fifty pigs,andsomepoultry.

TheColquitzRiverBridge, on AdmiralsRoad,wasin a largelyrural areauntil
the 1950s. Correspondencefrom 1874refers to the ColquitzBridge,and an
1888map alsoshowsthe bridgeat its current location. The1950s wooden
structure wasreplacedwith steel and concretein 2009. TheColquitzRiver
Trailwasfirst envisionedin 1967, andthe first legopenedin 1981.

Colquitz River, 1913 (2007-196-003)

1857



1859

In 1859, Henry NewshamPeersretired from his position in the IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBayCompanyto return to the
205acreColquitzFarmhe had purchasedsevenyearsearlier. In his time with the HBC,he hadworkedas
anapprenticeclerk,a port agent,anelectedrepresentativein VancouverCountyandfinally,a chief trader.
Peers remained active in retirement. During the winter of 1859-60, he had a saw and grist mill
constructed from funds at least partially provided by his father-in-law, JamesMurray Yale,who had
purchasedthe adjacentproperty. Peersspent the remainingfour yearsof his life managinghis various
rural and city properties,and farmingat his ColquitzFarm, where he introducedCaliforniaquail with the
intention of stockingthe islandwith gamebirds. PeersCreek, whichflows into the CoquihallaRivereastof
HopeBC,isnamedfor HenryPeers.

TheColonist,December3, 1859:ά{ŀǿand GristMill ςwe are pleasedto learn that H. N. Peers,Esq., of
ColquitzFarm,hascommencedto erecta saw and grist mill on ColquitzStream. Thisis the right kind of
enterpriseto benefit the country. At presentevery foot of the lumber usedhere is cut on foreign soil,
although we have an abundanceof good timber convenient. We trust that this example will inspire
others to invest in similar enterprises. Until suchtime as we render our own resourcesavailable,ςour
gold will besentaway and the colonyimpoverished.έ

British Colonist 3 December 1859



Matthias Rowlandarrivedin Victoria
aboardthe NormanMorisonin 1850.
Around 1860, having completed his
contract with the IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎBay
Company, he bought Strawberry
Vale Farm, also called Burnside
Farm. Here he lived with his wife,
Elizabeth (Eliza)and their children.
The wƻǿƭŀƴŘǎΩfarm consistedof 500
acres stretching from the Gorge to
Swan Lake. His property covered
much of the area near the current
locationsof TillicumShoppingCentre
and Uptown ShoppingCentre. The
Interurban Railwayline also passed
through his property. Between1875
and 1890, Rowlandwas one of the
principalland ownersin the area. He
farmed dairy and beef cattle, and
grewfruit andproduce. TheRowland
farmhouse and outbuildings stood
on the site of the present day
ColquitzMiddle School.

In 1884, Matthias opened the
Burnside Hotel at the corner of
Burnside and Admirals Roads. He
operated both Burnside Farm and
the Burnside Hotel until his son,
JosephWilliam Rowland,took over
around 1891. Elizadied in 1899 and
Matthias died at the BurnsideHotel
in January1903. Both are buried in
the RossBayCemetery.

1860s

Rowland barn, now site of Colquitz School, [1950s] (1982-002-015)

Rowland family in front of Burnside Hotel, Burnside Road, 1898 (1985-001-001)



William Abraham Pridmore was born
in 1846, in Middlesex, England. In
1870, he immigrated from Englandto
Quebec. Word of pre-emption grants
on VancouverIslandprompted a move
out West. He found work at Sayward
Mill in Victoria, and stayed in a
boarding house on Hillside Avenue
before receiving a pre-emption grant
for 100 acres on Burnside Road.
Strugglingto keep up with working at
both the mill and the farm, he lost a
largeportion of the land when he was
unable to show sufficient
improvementsto the property.

William started race-walking (also
called heel-toe walking) to earn the
moneyhe neededto buybackhis land.
William was quite successfulin this
endeavour, becoming the British
ColumbiaChampionHeel-Toe Walker,
and winning three American
championships. In September1878, he
set a recordfor walking10 milesin one
hour, twenty-one minutesand twenty-
two seconds. His prize winnings
enabledhim to buy back most of his
BurnsideRoadfarm.

In 1879, William married Hannah
Atkins, with whom he would have six
children. Their only son, William
RichardPridmore,went on to become
a road foreman for the District of
Saanich. Hannahdied in childbirth in
1892 at the age of 31. William
Abrahamnever remarried,and died in
1935at age89.

1870s

William Pridmore, 1876 (2007-033-007)

Hannah Atkins (Pridmore), 1877 (2007-033-001)



JosephWilliam Rowland was born
in Victoria in 1860. In 1884, his
father Matthias Rowland opened
the BurnsideHotel at the corner of
Burnsideand Admirals Roads. The
hotel had a barn at the backwhere
passingtravellerscould stable their
horses, as well as a bar where
whiskeysold for fifty centsa bottle.
By 1891, Josephwas running both
the hotel and the ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎBurnside
Farm. The hotel burned down
around1919.

In 1922, Joseph and his wife
Euphemia Dodd, whom he had
married in 1886, retired to a home
on Carey Road called Ambleside.
Ambleside,which was built in 1910
by AlbertVeseyLang,is listedon the
Saanich Heritage Register. J.W.
Rowland died in 1949. Euphemia
had passed away over a decade
earlier in 1938.

1884

Joseph William Rowland and wife Euphemia, c. 1890s (1985-001-002)

Ambleside, 3912 Carey Roadca. 1987  (2006-015-084a)



1893

In 1893, Jamesand Amelia Barker moved their housefrom the
site of the old ChristChurchCathedralin Victoriato their farm on
WellingtonRoad(nowon RoyRoad).

TheBarkershad arrived in Victoria in 1885. JamesBarkerstarted
asa brick makerand later openeda laundry. In 1887, he traveled
to the Caribooregion to make bricks for the building trades in
Barkerville, but in 1893he returned and establishedHollyhedge
Farm in Saanich. Ameliaserved as a well-respectedmidwife to
the women of StrawberryVale. The.ŀǊƪŜǊǎΩproducefrom their
dairyandgardenwassoldat !ŎǘƻƴΩǎMarket and,later at Victoria
Market. Their daughterAmelia (b.1881) lived in the houseuntil
her deathin 1957.

HollyhedgeFarm, ca. 1987(2006-015-089a)



Theone-room wood-frame StrawberryValeSchoolHousebuilt in 1893is one of the oldest
school houses in western Canada. It has a typical functional design provided by the
provincialDepartmentof Landsand Works. CarpenterWilliam Mulholland was contracted
to build the schoolfor $395. TheǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎfirst teacher,JamesHectorMonk, waspaid $50 a
month. Overthe years,localcommunitymembersdonatedtime, labour,andmoneyto keep
the schoolin goodrepair.

Theschoolwasoriginallylocatedat the cornerof HastingsStreetandDelmarAvenue,but in
1951it wasmovedsothat a newschoolcouldbebuilt. TheColquitzCo-operativePlaygroup,
later called the StrawberryVale Preschool,undertook renovationsto the schoolwhich is
now locatedat the cornerof RosedaleAvenueandHastingsStreet.

Strawberry Vale School, before 1980 (1980-001-012c)



Euphemia Mary (nee Wood)
Etheridge started the Strawberry
Vale Methodist Sunday School in
her home in approximately1893, a
yearbeforethe first StrawberryVale
Methodist Churchwas constructed
on the corner of Wilkinson and
CareyRoads. Shewasalsoan active
member of the church choir.
Euphemiawas born in Ontario and
came to Saanich in 1879. She
married Ernest Louis Etheridge in
1884, and the couple moved to
4365 Wilkinson Road in 1892.
Ernest was a joiner who worked
occasionallyfor SamuelMaclureon
the LegislativeBuildings. In 1912, he
had a stroke and retired. He died a
few years later in 1916. Euphemia
died in 1934.

Ernest and Euphemia Etheridge, 1900s (1985-008-005) 

Etheridge Family, ca. 1912 (1985-008-003)



In 1889, a MethodistMissionwas
establishedin Saanich,and the
first Methodist church was built
in 1894 at the intersection of
Wilkinson and Carey Roads.
Under Reverend Robert
Wilkinson,who was pastor from
1911 to 1916, the congregation
grew large enough to justify
building a new church.
Construction of the new
Strawberry Vale Methodist
Churchbegan on July 29, 1913.
Thechurchwasbuilt on privately
donated land by people who
volunteered their time and
labour. The Wilkinson Road
Church[ŀŘƛŜǎΩGroup especially
helpedshapethe early life of the
church.

Thechurchnamewaschangedto
Wilkinson Road Methodist
Church in 1914. In 1925, when
the UnitedChurchof Canadawas
formed, it then became the
Wilkinson Road United Church.
More recently, the building at
4274 Wilkinson Road has been
known as the Cornerstone
PentecostalChurch.

1894

Wilkinson Road United Church, 1974 (2019-012-308)

4274 Wilkinson Road, Wilkinson Road United Church (built 1913), 1972 (1980-010-036)

Wilkinson Road Church [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ, ca. 1900 (1985-008-010)



JosephWilliam Webb, his wife FrancesJaneYapp, and their 10 children came to
Victoriain 1889and settled on CareyRoadin 1896. Theycalledtheir houseBroomlea
andWebb,who wasanorchardist,built greenhousesandstarteda marketgarden.

One of their daughters,Linda Isabel Violet married CharlesGeorgeGrimm, son of
William Grimm,a well-known carriagemaker in Victoria. Charlesowned the Victoria
Auto RebuildingCompanyand waslater connectedwith HeaneyCartageand Storage.
Thecouplelivednextdoor to her parentson CareyRoad.

1896

²Ŝōō ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ Boleskine Road, 1893(1978-001-098)



Henry JosiasDunn (1876-1915) and his wife Caroline (Daisy) Harriet GraceDunn (nee Patten)
(1878-1963) purchasedproperty on the corner of Kennethand GlanfordAvenue,and established
greenhouseswhichwere amongthe first in Saanich. Henryhad travelledto Canadafrom hisnative
Englandduring the KlondikeGoldRush,passingthrough Victoriato obtain permitsand provisions.
Thoughhis time in Victoriawasbrief, he liked it somuchthat he vowedto return. Hemet Daisyon
a return boat to Irelandin 1900. Shipboardromanceturned into a proposal,they marriedin Dublin
on June18, 1901, andcamebackto Victoriatogether in the sameyear. Henrywasa memberof the
first Saanichcouncilof 1906.

Unfortunately,Henrydid not havea longcareerin either farmingor politics. Hedied in 1915at the
age of 39 from complicationsof rheumatic fever. A daughter,Kathleen,also died in 1915. Daisy
remainedon the family property, raisingtheir three sonsandmanagingthe farm. Shedied in 1963
at the ageof 85. Theirproperty isnow part of GlanfordAvenuePark.

1901

Henry and Caroline (Daisy) Dunn and their dogs on their farm, 1902 (2016-008-001 and 2016-008-003)



John Thomas William Clapperton (c. 1835-1913) and his wife Rose
Kendallbuilt their retirement homecalledOakLodgein 1903. Thehouse,
which is on the Saanichheritage inventory, is locatedat 1208 Altamont
Court(formerly4072Wilkinsonroad). Clappertonwasoneof the original
Europeansettlersof the NicolaValleyin the interior of BC. Heprospered
during the Cariboo Gold Rush and went on to become the local
postmaster,governmentagent,andJusticeof the Peacein Nicola. Heand
Rosemovedto Victoria in the 1890s, and he becamesuperintendentof
the Cameron Lumber Mills. He also started a limestone extraction
businessnearWilkinsonRoad.

1903

Oak Lodge. 1208 Altamont Court (formerly 4072 Wilkinson Road) in 1972(1980-010-035a)



The Gillie family history in Victoria beganin 1858 when the first family membersarrived in the Inner
Harbour. From there they travelled to Nelsonin the Interior of BC,and it was not until 1906 that they
returned. JamesDawsonDƛƭƭƛŜΩǎproblemswith hiseyesightpromptedthe movefrom a largecattle ranch
in Nelsonto a smaller45-acrefarm in StrawberryVale. TheGilliefarm boastedcows,horsesandchickens,
with productionin milk, butter, eggs,fruit andhay.

Althoughhis eyesightwas limited, Jameswasable to keepup with much of the farm work and wasan
active member of the community. He helped to build St. /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎChurch,had a keen interest in
municipal politics, and becamea member of the SaanichSchoolBoard. His wife, Mary Louise (née
Carrington), was known as Dolly. Dolly ran the household,cooking,cleaningand tending to the farm
workerswho cameand went. Formanyyears,sherefusedto learn how to milk the cows,fearingthat it
would becomejust one more job that she would have to do on the farm. However,by the time they
acquiredtwelve cows,too manyfor Jamesto takecareof himself,sheagreedto learn. Fromthen on, the
coupleoften handledthe tasktogether.

1906

Gillie family farm at Strawberry Vale just after purchase, ca. 1906 (2011-031-004)

JD and Dolly Gillie and their children, Marjorie and Ken, 1906(2011-031-003)

Portrait of James Dawson Gillie, ca. 1895(2011-031-007)



The first SaanichMunicipal Hall was originally a farmhouseowned by the Pim family, located at
VanalmanAvenue and Glanford. The building, used from 1907 to 1911, accommodatedthree
employeesanda horse. Thefirst Councilmeetingin this municipalhall washeld on March11, 1907;
earliermeetingshadrotated throughthe homesof different membersof the community. In 1981, to
commemorate{ŀŀƴƛŎƘΩǎ75th anniversary,a replicaof the first hall wasconstructedon land in front
of the VernonAvenuemunicipalfire station.

1907

First Saanich Municipal Hall, Glanford Avenue , ca. 1968 (1978-001-011)



Captain Robert Neil Walker (1851-1941) was
born in Cumberland,England,and became a
mastermariner,servingin Englandand Japan. In
Japanhe met his wife Sato Fukuda, with whom
he had nine children. His wife died in 1894 in
England,and her death prompted him to move
to Canadain 1908. ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎfirst house,built in
1910, was located on BurnsideRoadWest. In
1915, the Canadian Northern Pacific Railway
bought the property from him, and he movedto
the north side of Burnside Road, a ten acre
property situated on high ground overlooking
PortageInlet. Thissecondhouse,3808 Heritage
Lane,with floorplansdesignedby Walkerhimself,
ison the SaanichHeritageRegister.

1908

Captain Walker residence, 3808 Heritage Lane, ca. 1987 (2006-015-090a)



Justbefore the beginningof World War 1, Saanichexperienceda building boom
which resulted in the subdivisionknown asGardenCity, later to be known as the
Marigold District. Theareaincludedin this developmentboom is boundedby the
Trans-CanadaHighway,WilkinsonRoadand Interurban Road,and resulted in the
creationof manynew roadsnamedin a gardentheme: Marigold,Hyacinth,Violet,
Tulip, Snowdrop,and Lavender. The growth in this suburbanarea coincidedwith
the new BC Electric Interurban Railwaywhich improved accessto this part of
Saanich.

Thoughhome constructionstarted quicklyin the first half of the 1910s, it wasnot
longbeforeproblemsbeganto arise,the most seriousbeingthe annualfloodingin
the streetssurroundingPanamaFlats. Despitethe challenges,and even after the
Interurban Railwayceasedoperation in 1924, the neighbourhoodcontinued to
grow. Overthe years,projectsin roadconstructionandColquitzRivermanagement
improved the situation for nearby homeowners, but seasonalflood waters still
regularlyrisein PanamaFlats.

1910s

Garden City Women's Institute Picnic, 1921 (2007-196-059)



Property in Panama Park, a real estate
developmentin the areathat becameknownas
Panama Flats, went up for sale beginning
around 1910. This developmentwas intended
to be a suburbanάDŀǊŘŜƴof 9ŘŜƴέawayfrom
the noise and bustle of Victoria. Lots were
pricedbetween$200and$700, anddevelopers
promisedbeautifulviewsanda pathwaybuilt in
front of eachhouse.

Unfortunately, insufficient research was done
on the areaand in winter, the owner of the first
andonly housebuilt in PanamaParkwokeup to
flood waters insidehis home. Priceson the lots
dropped significantlyafter that, and the entire
projectwaseventuallyscrapped.

PanamaFlats have a tendency to flood every
year with water from the ColquitzRiver. When
the winter is cold enough,this spot becomesa
prime location for skating. The Flats also
provide a home to herons, ducks and swans,
alongsideother nativeflora andfauna.

Partsof PanamaFlatswere owned by the Edge
family until the 1970s, when the Vantreights
purchased the property and began to grow
vegetablesanddaffodils. In 2008, 62 acreswere
bought by the Island Berry Companyfor the
purpose of growing cranberries,but by 2011
the District of Saanichhad purchasedthe area
to serveasa park.

The Daily Colonist 2 June 1912

Edge barn and flooding of Panama Flats, 1972 (1982-001-028)



Thefirst McKenzieSchoolwasbuilt in 1912. It
beganasa one-room, wood-framed classroom
with additionsmade in the following years. In
1934, the schoolburneddown but wasquickly
rebuilt. The secondschool, which opened in
1935, was designedby English-born architect
EricC. Clarksonand containedfive classrooms.
A three-room annex comprisedof army huts
was built shortly after WWII, and there were
subsequentadditions in the late 1950s, the
mid-1960s,andthe early1970s.

Anton Henderson was born in
Denmarkin 1853. At the ageof 26
he came to Victoria, and by 1883
was manager of the Victoria
Transfer Company, which started
the Tally-Ho horse-drawn coach
service. He and his wife Ellen Orr,
born in Lytton BC in 1862, were
married in 1882. In 1898, he
followed the Klondike Gold Rush,
operatinga warehousein Skagway,
andlater a store in Nome. Uponhis
return to Victoria, Anton served
four years each on Victoria and
SaanichCouncils. He retired from
businessat age50 to their farm on
CareyRoad. He died in 1950; Ellen
predeceasedhim by eight years.

Oneof the IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴǎΩdaughters,
Anna Matilda, married a member
of the Toddfamilyof GordonHead.

McKenzie Ave. School class, 1920s (2008-016-005)

Henderson family portrait, 1900s. 
Anna Henderson is seated in the 
centre (2014-015-008)

Ellen and Anton Henderson of Carey Road, 1930s (2007-193-004)


