Parks, Trails and Recreation Advisory Committee — minutes
March 24, 2021

have been fenced over and we will use an air spade to de-compact the soil. Volunteers
built owl nests for great horned owls. One is already being used.

There is so much wildlife in this urban park and many educational opportunities. Staff
are considering putting this presentation on the Saanich website for information.

Committee comments and responses to questions:

Suggestion made that an owl cam would be very interesting.

Question about extra water flow will banks be damaged? Staff noted there will probably
be more water from the highway with there being more pavement. There are a lot of
steps for water to go before getting to the Colquitz. Staff feel there are enough barriers
to slow water down.

Comment made regarding whether there will be an asphalt pathway as hard-pressed
trails can be easy to get stuck in. People with mobility issues and strollers prefer
asphalt and it is also easier to walk on for older people. Staff noted they want to ensure
water can flow underneath the trail and they are still sorting this out.

*** . Edgar left the meeting at 5:28 ***

This area is so much better then what was there before. Member would support
publishing information on the website.

Some people were unaware that the rough materials were left there on purpose and it
was suggested that signage be installed. Staff replied that they will install educational
signage.

This area could be turned into a good educational program. Signage is heeded and
posting something on web is a great idea.

Suggestion made that maybe short videos on different restoration projects could be
put on the website. The work that was done in this area that was previously so
devastated is great.

DIVISION UPDATES

There was no discussion. Updates were attached to the agenda for information.

In reply to a question about the Parks budget, it was noted that this year resources
requests are challenging. The department did get funding for the Urban Forest Strategy
review and for the washroom plan. Cedar Hill is in the capital budget request for each
year and if anyone is interested this can be seen online. Lastly, it was noted that there
are two playground options are online for the Normandy park concept if members want to
vote.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm. The next meeting is on Wednesday, April 28, 2021.

Councillor Brownoff, Chair

| hereby certify these Minutes are accurate.

Committee Secretary
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at other Saanich trailheads. Photo is from Cadboro’s East Beach (dog-friendly section) in
summer, 2020.

6. Construct a covered picnic shelter to accommodate the increased usage of the
park and to make possible increased usage on rainy days.

Additional Recommendation for 2021-25 Financial Plan

7. Empower Saanich staff to draft bylaw amendment options for improved
dog restrictions at Cadboro Beach that:

a) Considers the option outlined in Figure 1 below, developed based on extensive
research that balances input from over 1,200 members of the public and from
various subject matter experts. Read the full report and watch our presentation
to Saanich Council for greater detail and insights relevant to Cadboro-Gyro Park’s
distinct characteristics and patterns of use.

b) Considers the future forthcoming findings of the Federal Government in relation
to the Victoria Harbour Migratory Bird Sanctuary.

c) Ensures long-term inclusivity for families with and without dogs, balancing
diverse interests, preferences and uses consistent with Saanich’s values.

Figure 1: Proposed for further review by Saanich Council, staff and the public:
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This option requires dogs to be leashed in the park and across the main sections of beach from
May through Labour Day. Leash optional beach areas are provided at the extreme east and
west ends of the beach to enable dog off-leash dog swimming and cooling off in hot weather.

Leash required areas (yellow): Extends across the majority of the beach, from the storm
drain at Tudor Ave on the East Beach, to west of the Mystic Pond outflow on the West
Beach. Leashed dogs would also be permitted in the Park (except playground).

Leash optional areas (green): The two extreme ends of the beach would be leash-
optional: east of the Tudor Ave outflow and west of the Mystic Vale outflow. These
areas have distinctive physical features that make them simple to demarcate with
prominent signage, benefitting both dog owners and people wishing to avoid off-leash
dogs.

Benefits:

Peak season (spring/summer) leashing in the park and across the most popular section
of beach ensures dogs are under control, mitigating concerns about safety, nuisance,
missed dog feces and chasing of birds.

Maximally disperses people with dogs while under the control of a leash. This reduces
the problem of families with dogs becoming concentrated in one area and enables
walkability from all directions.

Restrictions are simple and easy to demarcate.

Maintains opportunity for dogs to swim, play and cool off in the water with their
families off-leash in sections of beach that offer a better balance of shared use.

Maintains inclusivity to all beachgoers (families with and without dogs).

Encourages respectful shared use, control of dogs and tolerance of diversity.

Conclusion

Year-round access to Cadboro-Gyro Park and Beach by people with dogs is extremely important
to a significant portion of the community, but harmony requires a widely shared feeling of
safety, inclusivity, and a culture of personal responsibility. Saanich can make meaningful
improvements possible through its Financial Plan and further work on this topic.

Thank you for considering our recommendations,

Cadboro Bay Residents’ Association
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Appendix A: UVic Doc Park Closure — Impact Statement Letter

Having worked at UVic for over 25 years, and being a long-time dog owner, I’'m aware of many
of the issues around the area that has historically been referred to as the UVic “Dog Field.”

Starting in the mid 90’s, after we got our first dog, | soon discovered the UVic Dog Field, which
is the are located on Cedar Hill Corner X Rd across from Henderson Rec Centre. A friend and |
began meeting each day, with our dogs, at 8am, prior to going into work. A group soon formed
and we all became good friends, as did our dogs. WE would walk, “rain or shine” and year-
round, at the “Dog Field” as it was affectionately known then. The entrance back then was
where the trucks and service vans now enter. At that time, there was no fencing along the
Mystic Value side, no gate, and no stairs. There were no Garbage cans either but, we dutifully
picked up our Dog’s poop and took it with us. After some time, UVic Buildings and Grounds
personnel brought a garbage can and left it at the gate for us to use. We were very grateful and
appreciative that UVic allowed us to use their field and even brought us a place to deposit our
pet’s poop.

Over the next 20 years and two more dogs, | continued to meet friends while my dogs met
theirs, as we all exercised and socialized. Suring this time, UVic even expanded their services to
the area, providing fencing along the Mystic Vale side and building stairs down to it. They also
provided other gates and even more garbage cans. Dog owners greatly appreciated UVic’s
contribution to the region’s community. It became the optimal place to bring their dogs. The
“Dog Field” became a safe, fenced, serviced area for their exercise and socialization. There was
no better place in the Greater Victoria region to take one’s dog.

Unfortunately, since March 2020, as COVID locked us down, the field was closed to the public.
Since then, disappointingly, UVic has permanently banned dogs and their owners from using it.
It ahs had a dire effect on the community and has significantly overloaded the few other areas
available in the region.

Mystic Vale, an environmental jewel, is now crowded, as people are looking for a safe,
accessible place to walk their dogs. Willows Beach allows dogs but only until May and it is now
crowded. As well, Uplands Park has restricted months when dogs are allowed. Dallas Road, with
no fencing, can be dangerous for off leash pets. Cadboro Bay Beach (East end) allows dogs year-
round for now, but there are continued attempts to restrict their use. UVic’s area was ideal. It
suited everyone, young and old, as it was flat, fenced and big.

When | worked at UVic, there was always talk of different ways the institution could be a good
corporate citizen to the population of Greater Victoria. Never wanting to be seen as the “Ivory
Tower” to the surrounding communities, UVic looked for different ways to be inclusive and
welcoming to the non-UVic population. There was a desire to open the Campus up to try to
make it more inviting to the non-UVic population. The “Dog Field” was always held up as a great
example of UVic sharing and partnering wit the regions’ citizenry.
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To add to the challenge caused by the permanent closing of the “Dog Field”, there has been a
large increase in people adopting or acquiring dogs during this past year of Covid, and are now
looking for places to take them.

Before, when UVic expanded services to the “Dog Field,” many came to rely on it as the place to
take their dogs. It was a wonderful, expansive and contained area where everyone could meet
up. When it became apparent that the closure was going to be permanent, there was extreme
disappointment.

The “locked out” area now sits empty, most of each day, except for some limited usage by
Athletics. It is especially difficult to see the “Fields” permanent closure as Victoria seems to be
bursting at the seams, with dogs and their owners looking for safe places to go. Its important to

remember as well, that many are UVic alumni who own dogs and who used that field.

If there was a possible solution that could allow even some usage, | believe it would be
celebrated and lauded by many, many pet owners.

Thanks for your attention to this matter.

Regards, Kathy Shields
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