
 

 Please email jeff.keays@saanich.ca or call at 475-1775 ext. 3430 if you cannot attend. 
 

GO GREEN!   
MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING THEIR OWN MUG TO THE MEETING 

 

AGENDA 
For the Special Meeting of the Active  
Transportation Advisory Committee 

Saanich Municipal Hall, Council Chambers 
Thursday, August 27, 2020 from 4:00 pm – 6:00 p.m. 

 
4:00 p.m.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES (attachment) 

 February 27, 2020 
 

4:05 p.m.  CHAIR’S COMMENTS  
 Moti Barrier Wall – McKenzie Interchange 

 
4:20 p.m.  BC TRANSIT ROUTE CHANGES  

 Presentation by the Senior Manager, Government Relations, Victoria 
Regional Transit Commission, BC Transit 

 
5:00 p.m.  BICYCLE PARKING GUIDELINES/STANDARDS – UPTOWN DOUGLAS 

CORRIDOR AREA PLAN (attachment) 
 Presentation by the Manager of Community Planning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

* ADJOURNMENT * 
Next meeting: Thursday, September 24, 2020 
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MINUTES 
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Held at Saanich Municipal Hall, Committee Room No. 2 
Thursday February 27, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillor Judy Brownoff (Chair), Brian Collier, Pat Danforth, Eric Doherty, Norman 

Gidney, Philippe Janicki, Susan Kerr, Karen Laberee, Robert McLeod, Erin Prescott, 
Darrell Wick, Jade Yehia (non-voting liaison, VIHA) 

 
Staff: Troy McKay, Manager, Transportation & Development Services; and, Jeff Keays, 

Committee Clerk 
 
Regrets:   Owen Peterson 
 

 
 
MINUTES 

 
MOVED by B. Collier and Seconded by P. Danforth: “That the Minutes of the Active 
Transportation Advisory Committee meeting held January 23, 2020, be adopted as 
circulated.” 

CARRIED 
CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
 
The Chair welcomed new members R. McLeod and K. Larabee to the committee before providing 
the committee with an update from Council. The following was highlighted: 

 The 2020 budget process begins next week.  
 A motion to add an additional $2M investment in Active Transportation has been tabled. 
 The Active Transportation budget includes funds for two pilot projects:  mobility devices, 

scooters etc. and the implementation of the second phase of safety improvements for area 
streets 

 CRD mayors signed a joint letter supporting a pilot program that would see the default 
speed limit lowered to 40kmph for any road without a solid yellow line.  

 The pilot would be undertake through a regional working group.     
 
MOTION  
 
MOVED by D. Wick and Seconded by B. Collier “That the Active Transportation Advisory 
Committee support the Saanich’s application under the Phase Two of the Ministry’s Pilot 
Program.” 

CARRIED 
 
In response to questions from committee, the Manager of Transportation and Development 
Service noted: 

 The costs will be minimal due to the programs focus on education, data collection (Saanich 
already does this) and the development of new metrics.  

 Signage requirements are the reason the pilot will be focused on roads without centre 
lines – ease of delineation and cost effective.  

 The duration of the pilot will be determined by the working group. 
 It is reasonable to assume the pilot would be at least two (2) years. 
 The value of the pilot speed limit will be determined by the working group.  
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BICYCLE PARKING GUIDELINES/STANDARDS 
 
The Manager, Sustainability Campus Planning and Sustainability University of Victoria provided 
the committee with a high-level overview of the University of Victoria’s Cycling Plan. The 
following was highlighted: 

 The plan was developed to: 
o Support existing plans and policies.  
o Meets the demands and need of the university community.  
o Supports the Transportation Demand Management program.  
o Align the university with regional goals.  
o Demonstrate sustainability in action.  

 The university developed the plan in accordance with a number of existing plans, and 
will help support the forthcoming Climate and Sustainability Plan. 

 Travel surveys identified a slight modal shift; however, it doesn’t meet the current target.  
 Data collected from 1996 – 2018 identifies a 20% decrease in car oriented travel, and an 

8% increase in pedestrian travel. 
 Transit numbers have not shown sustained growth. This can be attributed to service 

issues, and/or recent changes to the way BC Transit’s passenger counting system 
works.  

 The results of the 2018 travel survey identified there were 60,000 daily trips (to and 
from) campus.  

 The targeted 70:30 modal split of all non-single occupant modes: single occupant was 
not met (actual was 62:38); however, the survey did identify an increase in both 
pedestrian (16%) and cycling (10.8%) over 2016. 

 The 2019 plan provides a framework for future cycling infrastructure and end-of-trip 
facilities, and will provide policy direction on strategies that will improve the comfort and 
safety of both cyclists and pedestrians.  

 Some of the key issues considered included: the ring road, separation between 
pedestrians and cyclists and end-of-trip facilities.  

 Key issues from “inside campus” include the perception of safety and near misses. 
 The trip origin heat map indicates that the majority of trips are from within 6km.  
 The Oak Bay route was the most popular amongst the survey respondents.  
 Safe crossing at the Cedar Hill X- Road entrance was an identified priority.  
 The guiding principles of the plan are: 

o The development of a bike friendly campus, where cyclists of all ages and 
abilities can ride safely.  

 The four (4) key strategies of the plan are: 
1. Cycling as a transportation priority.  
2. Shared spaces for improved spaces. 
3. Integrated and connected (internally/externally) with the bicycle network. 
4. End-of-trip facilities.  

 All decisions will be made in accordance to the hierarchy of transportation planning 
needs as noted in Figure 1. 
 

Figure 1 
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   99% of the related engineering drawings have been completed.  
 Partnered with Oak Bay for the BCATIG Grant.  
 Construction Summer 2020.  
 The Downview Crescent Pathway: redesign is 75% complete. Working with Saanich to 

realign the terminus point and crossing at Vikes Way. Construction anticipated in 
Summer 2021.  

 Midgard Pathway: Included in Campus Greenway Plan. Collaboration with Oak Bay and 
Saanich. Planning in 2021-22 (tbd). 

 Identified priorities for bicycle parking include: 
1. Library 
2. Engineering Building 
3. CARSA Building 
4. Turpin Building 
5. Fraser Building 
6. Human and Social Development Building 

 UVic is considering an e-bike strategy. Any strategy will require additional and larger 
spaces to accommodate infrastructure. 

 To achieve the modal shift targets UVic will require an additional 600 bicycle parking 
spaces.  

 There are no shower facilities at this time as there are challenges with incorporating 
water servicing.  
 

DEVELOPMENT OF ON-STREET MURAL GUIDELINES 
 
The Manager of Transportation and Development Services proposed that the committee 
support the development of new guidelines for street murals. The following was 
highlighted: 

 No staff resources dedicated at this time.  
 The definition of a street mural is broad, they can be on-street, intersections, traffic 

control boxes, walls etc. 
 At this stage it would be appropriate for the committee to familiarize themselves with the 

subject matter before inviting outside partners.  
 Murals contribute to traffic calming, community building and community arts while at the 

same time animating underutilized spaces.  
 A proposal for a pilot program could be developed at the committee level.  
 Members were encouraged to identify areas in their neighbourhoods and throughout the 

District that would be appropriate for a mural.  

 
MEMBER ITEMS 
 
U- Pass/Youth Pass 
 
The Chair advised that the Transit Commission turned down the proposed U-Pass/Youth Pass.  
The following was noted:  

 The approximate cost of a youth pass for Saanich would be approximately $2M, which 
would be entirely tax supported.  

 Victoria was able to use parking revenues to fund the program.  
 It is approximately $150 per hour to operate a bus.  
 It is hoped that electrification will help lower operating costs.  
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Wayfinding Signage 
 
The Manager of Transportation and Development Services acknowledged that wayfinding 
signage is difficult for all modes of transportation.  

 There are update standards for new developments.  
 All proposed developments come to Engineering for comment.  
 Saanich should have a bylaw that enforces these guidelines.  
 Uptown is one of the worst areas.  

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m.   
   

 
___________________________________                                                   

Councillor Brownoff, Chair 
 
 

I hereby certify these Minutes are accurate. 
 
 

___________________________________                                                                                     
Committee Secretary 



Transportation routes are both the greatest strength of the 
Uptown–Douglas (UD) area and the biggest impediment 
to creating a high functioning, livable place. Major 
transportation routes converge in the UD area, providing a 
density of activity that attracts businesses and enables the 
efficient provision of transportation options. Douglas Street, 
Blanshard Street and Vernon Avenue cumulatively carry 
close to 100,000 vehicle trips a day, while the Galloping 
Goose Regional and Lochside Regional Trails are the highest 
volume cycling routes in the region. All of these routes run 
through the heart of the UD area and provide a strong basis 
for a complete transportation network. Transitioning these 
routes to be multi-modal and integrated with the public realm 
and new development will support the desired change from 
space to place. 

The transition and re-design of the transportation network will 
require ongoing partnerships.  The Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure considers Douglas Street, Blanshard 
Street, Vernon Avenue and Ravine Way to be part of the 
highway system and has jurisdiction over these roads. The 
Capital Regional District is responsible for the maintenance 
and operation of the Galloping Goose and Lochside 
Regional Trails. Additionally, BC Transit’s Transit Future Plan 
identifies Douglas Street as a Rapid Transit Corridor and 
highlights the development of a transit hub in the UD area as 
a key short-term initiative. Building a common understanding 
of the area’s future and aligning standards and capital 
works initiatives will be essential to this Plan’s successful 
implementation.

Saanich has committed to creating a mobility network that 
embraces different priorities than existed when the current 
street network was developed. The Active Transportation 
Plan has a target to double the proportion of trips made by 
walking, cycling and transit by 2036. Additionaly, Saanich’s 
new 2020 Climate Plan: 100% Renewable and Resilient 
Saanich commits to cutting emissions in half by 2038 and 
to be net zero and transition to 100% renewable energy by 
2050. Given that 58% of Saanich’s greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions are transportation related, major changes are 
needed in how infrastructure is designed and people move 
through and within the UD area.

The current conditions of the UD, including its centrality in 
the region, high frequency transit, abundance of shops and 
services and high quality active transportation spines (e.g. 
Galloping Goose and Lochside Regional Trails), provide 
tangible opportunities to increase walking, cycling and 
transit and in turn reduce GHG emissions. The anticipated 
growth rates and associated land use change in the area will 
provide the opportunity to create complete streets, further 
prioritize transit, enhance goods movement and create a 

complete, connected and convenient network of walking 
and cycling routes.

Land use and transportation planning will go hand-in-hand to 
reach the vision for the UD. This section provides objectives 
and policies to align the transportation network with the 
future land use described in Section 5; it further focuses 
on detailed aspects of the transportation system, including 
objectives and policies for walking, cycling, transit, vehicles, 
and parking.

OBJECTIVES

A.	 Create a connected, sustainable and balanced 
transportation network that encourages more walking, 
cycling and transit use. 

B.	 Reduce carbon emissions by increasing active 
transportation and transit opportunities, ensuring 
access to electric vehicle charging and carshare 
programs, and creating a complete, compact and 
vibrant urban community.

C.	 Put pedestrians first through developing an 
exceptional public realm and safe, convenient and 
attractive connections.

D.	 Support infrastructure and circulation needs of 
businesses and balance with pedestrian, cyclist and 
public realm priorities.

E.	 Develop complete streets through redesigning street 
rights-of-way to prioritize space for pedestrians, 
cyclists and landscaping and ensuring new 
development addresses the public-private interface. 

F.	 Create a central landmark multi-modal transit hub that 
includes convenient connections, a diversity of uses 
and public space.

G.	 Enhance the Galloping Goose and Lochside Regional 
Trails as primary active transportation spines and 
build high quality connections to provide links to area 
destinations.

H.	 Enhance connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists 
through breaking up superblocks, adding crossings 
and encouraging permeability in the development of 
large sites.

I.	 Accelerate rapid transit implementation along Douglas 
Street through the application of Transit-Oriented 
Development (TOD) principles.

6.	 TRANSPORTATION AND 
MOBILITY
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A connected mobility network that provides convenient and 
safe route options is foundational to the development of 
efficient multi-modal options. In the Uptown–Douglas (UD) 
area, major roads with limited crossing opportunities and a 
disconnected street network present challenges to creating 

a connected network. Redesigning mobility networks to 
add connectivity will make walking and cycling more viable, 
increase the convenience of transit and improve access to 
businesses.

6.1	 MOBILITY NETWORK CONNECTIVITY

POLICIES

6.1.1	 Acquire connections for walking, cycling and goods movement, including those identified on Map 6.2, through 
rezoning, subdivision or property acquisition to achieve overall network connectivity. 

6.1.2	 Pursue a network of pedestrian route options including roads, trails and footpaths that provide safe and accessible 
choices every 100 metres, in addition to Map 6.2,  to break up large blocks and enhance overall connectivity. 

6.1.3	 Improve travel across major roads through adding signals in locations identified on Map 6.2.

6.1.4	 As part of redevelopment of the Saanich Plaza site, expect the dedication of a new municipal road to connect the 
driveway at Uptown Shopping Centre with Nigel Avenue and support the new road with signalization on Blanshard 
Street and Vernon Avenue. 

6.1.5	 Enhance pedestrian and cycling connectivity in the future to Audley Street Transit Station through creating an east-
west route from Rudd Park to Calumet Avenue through a combination of new traffic signals, redesign of large sites 
and the introduction of pathways.

6.1.6	 Explore the introduction of a pedestrian and cycling overpass across the Patricia Bay Highway that provides a 	
connection to Swan Lake Nature Sanctuary from the area west of the Highway.

6.1.7	 Expect pedestrian and cyclist mobility plans for the redevelopment of large sites (0.5 hectares and larger) and 
ensure that those plans address public connections to the broader neighbourhood and adjacent sites, internal site 
connectivity and permeability, end of trip facilities and access to building entrances.

6.1.8	 Continue to jointly monitor and evaluate intersections and road crossing with the Galloping Goose Regional Trail 
and assess suitability of restrictions at intersections. 

6.1.9	 Introduce a new laneway (Audley Crossing) between Douglas Street and Oak Street to support network 
connectivity, access, goods movement and reduce conflicts on primary streets (See Section 7.9 and Figure 7.10).
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Walking is the basis of mobility for people, particularly in 
an urban context. Every trip begins on foot and the quality 
of walking connections between modes or destinations is 
often what defines the overall quality of a mobility network. 
The Uptown–Douglas (UD) area poses many challenges 
for pedestrians, including wide major roads, sidewalks that 
are narrow and unseparated from traffic in many locations 

and a pedestrian network that lacks connectivity and 
convenient route options. Creating a connected pedestrian 
grid, optimizing the Galloping Goose and Lochside Regional 
Trails, redesigning major roads and using land use to provide 
a more supportive pedestrian environment will help to make 
walking a better option, connect major destinations and 
support multi-modal integration. 

6.2	 WALKING

POLICIES

6.2.1	 Work towards establishing sidewalks on both sides of all streets through opportunities presented at the time of 	
redevelopment and capital works programs.

6.2.2	 Implement actions identified in the Active Transportation Plan including those that expand the sidewalk network 
and widen existing sidewalks (See Map 6.3).

6.2.3	 Generally require a boulevard space to physically separate sidewalks from the roadway in all street improvement 
projects 	and redevelopment proposals. Exceptions may be considered if no design alternatives, such as 
narrowing the width of travel lanes, are possible.

6.2.4	 Ensure the design of sidewalks and other pedestrian facilities address needs of individuals with mobility challenges 
and visual or auditory impairments.

6.2.5	 Consider curb extensions as potential community spaces and explore their use for parklettes, public seating, 
street furniture, bike parking or public art.

6.2.6	 Consider improvements to surface infrastructure such as sidewalks when underground projects are scheduled to 	
optimize efficiency and minimize disruptions. 

6.2.7	 Establish an alternative transportation reserve fund (i.e. a pedestrian/cyclist infrastructure bank) for the UD area  	
specifically for developing pedestrian and bicycle facilities with contributions based on the extent of parking 	
variances approved.

6.2.8	 Strongly encourage developments to provide pedestrian facilities that exceed the municipal design standards.
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84Map 6.3	 Pedestrian Network
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A network of cycling routes suited to all ages and abilities is 
an important component of urban mobility. Saanich’s Active 
Transportation Plan identifies development of a cycling 
network that could provide facilities for those aged 8 to 80 
as a priority. Saanich recognizes there are other high volume 
users of the Regional Trails, sidewalks and connections 
throughout the Uptown-Douglas (UD) area and the region. 
As such, this plan seeks to ensure that modes of rolling, 
including wheelchairs, skateboards, and scooters, are also 

provided with a high level of service choices and routes 
within the mobility network. Map 6.4 illustrates the routes of 
this network within the UD area. While the Galloping Goose 
Regional and Lochside Regional Trails provide an excellent 
spine to build on, substantial work is required to upgrade 
infrastructure on other major routes. Additionally, land use 
changes must consider the role of individual buildings and 
sites as the first mile and last mile of most cycling trips and 
ensure they are convenient and safe.

6.3	 CYCLING

POLICIES

6.3.1	 Implement the Active Transportation Plan’s Long-Term Bicycle Network, as identified on Map 6.4.

6.3.2	 Work towards physically separating all bike facilities on major roads from vehicle traffic, including through the use of 
curbs, landscaped areas and bollards.

6.3.3	 Support developments that incorporate indoor and sheltered outdoor bike parking in excess of Saanich Zoning 
Bylaw requirements and provide facilities for e-bikes, cargo/family bikes and bike trailers.

6.3.4	 Expect end of trip facilities be provided in new commercial developments, both for employees and customers and 
ensure they are secure, covered and conveniently located next to building entrances.

6.3.5	 Expect all new developments to provide parking infrastructure to support electric bikes, including charging facilities 
and secure lock-up locations. 

6.3.6	 Create a separated bike facility through the Municipal Campus site to connect the Lochside Regional Trail to the 
Douglas Bike Connector. 

6.3.7	 Work with the CRD to include separated travel lanes for pedestrian and cyclists on the Galloping Goose and 
Lochside Regional Trails.

6.3.8	 Coordinate with the City of Victoria to ensure alignment of bike corridor designs, specifically along Burnside Road 
East, Douglas Street and Blanshard Street.  

6.3.9	 Continue to enhance Cloverdale Avenue as a primary cycling corridor, including through the introduction of an all 	
ages and abilities (AAA) cycling facility that is physically separated from vehicle traffic.
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86Map 6.4	 Cycling Network
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Transit will be a primary factor in shaping the future of the 
Uptown-Douglas (UD) area. BC Transit’s Transit Future 
Plan (2011) contains numerous directions that highlight 
the importance of the area from a transit perspective. 
Implementing a landmark transit hub, enhancing transit 
priority on Douglas Street and supporting transit-oriented 
development are central to creating an area that functions as 
the heart of Saanich. Complementary to those efforts will be 

developing an urban mobility network that supports transit 
trips. While the area is currently well served by transit, the 
focus on efficiently moving buses and vehicles through the 
area has created a challenging environment for pedestrians 
and cyclists. Building complete streets and enhancing the 
public realm will be essential to creating an area that can 
truly provide high quality transit service.

6.4	 PUBLIC TRANSIT

POLICIES

6.4.1	 Support BC Transit in the implementation of the Transit Future Plan, including through improvements on routes 	
identified on Map 6.5.

6.4.2	 Support BC Transit in the creation of a landmark multi-modal transit hub at the intersection of the Galloping Goose 
and Lochside Regional Trails that:
•	 Enhances the role and identity of the UD area as a regional hub and focal point in Saanich;  
•	 Serves as a prominent visual landmark that highlights the area and serves as a point of orientation in the 

landscape;
•	 Integrates high quality public spaces and services/amenities throughout the exchange; Includes attractive 

facades, public art, appropriate lighting and gathering spaces, including a publicly accessible rooftop open 
space;

•	 Incorporates active uses, housing, retail/commercial and/or community facilities such as a community centre, 
library or other similar services;

•	 Creates a seamless and inviting experience for all modes, including pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, taxis  
and mobility providers;

•	 Improves the ‘AAA’ (all ages and abilities) quality of the Galloping Goose and Lochside Regional Trails;  
•	 Enables efficient transit access and egress along Douglas Street; and
•	 Accommodate the future conversion to an enhanced rapid transit technology (i.e. bus rapid transit and light rail) 

through innovative and proactive design solutions.

6.4.3	 Ensure the future multi-modal transit hub is designed with safe and convenient connections that tie into the 
existing pedestrian and bicycle network. 

6.4.4	 Provide a pedestrian connection between the multi-modal transit hub and the Uptown Shopping Centre without a 
street connection to provide a perceived extension of the hub. 

6.4.5	 Support the future introduction of the Audley Street Transit Station, including through securing open space to 	
support station design, adding pedestrian connections to the street network and installing a traffic signal at 	the 
intersection of Douglas Street and Audley Street.

6.4.6	 Collaborate with BC Transit to improve bus stop facilities including: new and upgraded shelters, street furniture, 
lighting, and real-time display of passenger information.

6.4.7	 Support BC Transit in exploring locations for a transit staging area that can minimize the impacts of bus traffic at 
the Transit Hub. Ensure the staging site minimizes impacts on neighbouring properties and the aesthetic of the 
street.

6.4.8	 Improve traffic and transit connections by providing interim priority bus lanes along Douglas Street and creating a 
new connection to link the Patricia Bay Highway and the future transit hub.

6.4.9	 When considering implementing potential transit priority measures, ensure that quality pedestrian and cycling 	
facilities are an integral part of the design.
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88Map 6.5	 Transit Routes
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The Uptown–Douglas (UD) area plays a vital role in facilitating 
the movement of vehicles and goods. For many residents 
and businesses in the region a vehicle trip through the 
UD area is a regular part of their day. Maintaining safe and 
efficient vehicle travel and goods movement will be critical 
to the future of the area. Historically, the design of the area 
has been highly focused on vehicle movement. To realize 

the vision of this Plan a concerted change will need to 
be implemented over time to provide quality facilities for 
pedestrians, cyclists and transit users. These changes will 
need to be carefully implemented to ensure they do not 
detract from some of the existing strategic advantages that 
exist in the area today.

6.5	 MOTOR VEHICLES AND GOODS MOVEMENT

POLICIES

6.5.1	 Continue to design streets consistent with road designations identified on Map 6.6 and policies included in 
Section 7 to ensure the safe travel for all modes and efficient movement of commercial services and goods. 

6.5.2	 Include on-site loading bays in building design for commercial and industrial development (see Guideline 9.5.5 and  
Figure 9.7b).

6.5.3	 Expect loading and access points to be located at the rear of the building and off of adjacent minor streets or 
laneways (See Section 9).

6.5.4	 Support limited on-street loading on local roads that is identified through the redevelopment process.

6.5.5	 As part of large lot redevelopment, pursue opportunities to improve movement and circulation, including through 	
adding new streets or lanes, restricting access/egress to major roads and orienting building accesses to the 
public realm.

6.5.6	 Encourage a more holistic transportation analysis during rezoning and subdivision application review processes 
that:
•	 exceeds the standard assessment of traffic volumes and delays;
•	 incorporates an assessment of implications for pedestrians, cyclists and individuals with mobility challenges; 

and
•	 includes a travel plan summary (for all multi-unit residential, institutional, and commercial developments) to 

demonstrate strategies to minimize GHG emissions and maximize sustainable transportation modes.  

6.5.7	 Ensure industrial businesses are supported by implementing improvements that enable efficient goods movement 	
and site access.

6.5.8	 Promote electric vehicle charging infrastructure in all residential developments and appropriate commercial, 
industrial and institutional buildings to improve access for residents, employees and the public (See Policy 4.2.4).

6.5.9	 Preserve options to integrate new technology, such as electric vehicles, autonomous vehicles, and ride sharing in 
the design of street rights-of-way, private parking areas, new development and redevelopment.
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90Map 6.6	 Road Network
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A significant portion of the land area in the Uptown–Douglas 
(UD) area is currently dedicated to surface parking and 
the provision of parking has historically been a primary 
determinant of site design.  While many businesses and 
residents will continue to rely on an adequate supply of 
parking, the demand is anticipated to diminish as travel 
options to access daily needs become more plentiful and 
convenient. As part of a transition to a more complete 
community, parking will become a less prominent 
component of the landscape. This transition will involve 
shifting parking underground and introducing transit, cycling 
and walking facilities that will help reduce the proportion of 
vehicle trips, thus reducing the amount of parking required.  

A fundamental change identified by this Plan is the alignment 
of off-street parking standards to reflect the multitude of 
travel options and more accurately match the parking 
demand that is experienced in this denser urban area of 
Saanich.  This change will help to increase the viability of 
new development and reduce the amount of space that is  
dedicated to vehicle storage.

The management of on-street parking in the UD area will 
also change over the next 30 years. Currently, there is no 
pay parking and limited time restricted parking in the area, 
both of which can help to manage parking demand.  As the 
intensity of use increases, there will be a heightened need to 
manage parking in a way that maximizes efficiency, supports 
business operations and limits impacts on residents.

6.6	 PARKING

POLICIES

6.6.1	 Require parking to be located underground, or in unique circumstances, under building. 

6.6.2	 Notwithstanding Policy 6.6.1, permit limited surface parking, for disabled and visitor parking and industrial uses, if 
located at the rear of buildings and landscaped and/or screened from public view (see Guidelines 9.2.5).

6.6.3	 Encourage parking areas to be broken up with pedestrian connections that provide safe and legible access to 
building entrances and between sites.

6.6.4	 Following the adoption of this Plan, review and update parking requirements in the Zoning Bylaw with the intent to 
lower requirements in the Uptown-Douglas area to reflect: 
•	 The central location of the UD and proximate access to goods and services;
•	 Access to frequent transit service and availability of high quality cycling and walking facilities;
•	 Existing and projected parking demand in the area; and
•	 The range of uses and housing types supported through land use designations.

6.6.5	 Acknowledge the central location and availability of alternative transportation options in the UD area by considering 
parking variances for commercial, institutional and residential uses.  Assess the extent of the potential variance 
based on the following factors: 
•	 Pedestrian and cycling network improvements (including the addition of new pathways);
•	 Location relative to major transit stations (is within 250 metre / 3-minute walking distance);
•	 Integration of major transit stops into the development;
•	 Location relative to the Galloping Goose Regional or Lochside Regional Trail (is within 250 metre/ 3 minute 

walking distance);
•	 Provision of non-market housing, rental housing and smaller unit sizes (for residential developments);
•	 Provision of Class A bike parking spaces in excess of the Zoning Bylaw requirements;
•	 Design and orientation of building(s) clearly prioritizes access for pedestrians, cyclists and transit users; 
•	 Provision of car share vehicles, parking spots and/or memberships; and
•	 Other elements that support alternative transportation modes and reduce reliance on motor vehicles. 

6.6.6	 Consider opportunities for shared parking in mixed-use developments.

6.6.7	 Prepare an inventory of existing parking restrictions and utilization rates and use information to develop a Uptown-
Douglas parking management strategy. 
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6.6.8	 Continue to explore on-street parking in commercial and residential areas to accommodate and prioritize short-
term needs including through loading, time-limited, metered and residential only parking zones.

6.6.9	 Support the provision of designated on-street car-share spaces in the Uptown-Douglas area.

6.6.10	 Balance on-street parking needs of local residents, businesses and consumers with appropriate resources and 	
tools (e.g. time-limited, metered and residential-only parking zones). 

6.6.11	 Provide flexibility in parking requirements for commercial uses where a change in use occurs in an existing 
building.

6.6.12	 Support parking above the second storey of new developments provided the structure is designed:

•	 with quality screening through architectural detail on the facade of the building; and
•	 to enable adaptive reuse/flexibility of use of the floors in the future (i.e. future commercial units).

Underground parking off Huxley Street
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