
Information for Applicants – Land Use Applications and Building Permits

• District of Saanich Council adopted the Zero 
Carbon Step Code on April 24, 2023. 

• The requirements came into effect starting  
May 1, 2023.

What is the Zero Carbon Step Code? 
The BC Zero Carbon Step Code is a new regulation introduced as 
part of the BC Building Code updates that limits greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions from new construction. It forms part of the 2022 
BC Building Code update that came into effect on May 1, 2023.   

Similar to the BC Energy Step Code, the Zero Carbon Step Code 
will be available for municipalities to opt into and for them to adopt 
an accelerated implementation timeline. 

The Zero Carbon Step Code has four levels:

Measure-only (GHG Emission Level 1) - requires 
measurement of a building’s emissions without reductions;

Moderate carbon (GHG Emission Level 2) - in most 
cases, will require electrification of either space heating or 
domestic hot water systems;

Strong carbon (GHG Emission Level 3) - in most cases, will 
require electrification of both space heating and domestic 
hot water systems; and

Zero Carbon (GHG Emission Level 4) - in most cases, will 
require the full electrification of a building.

For a building to meet the Zero Carbon standard, most will use 
electricity for all building systems (dependent upon design). The 
District of Saanich does not recognize Renewable Natural Gas 
(RNG) for compliance.

In practice the Zero Carbon Step Code uses a GHG intensity 
(GHGi) and total GHG emission maximums to achieve the stated 
intent of each threshold. 

How do I demonstrate compliance? 
A builder must demonstrate to local building officials that their 
design and the constructed building meet the Zero Carbon 
Standard requirements.  This is done by submitting a completed 
Pre-Construction and As-Built Compliance Report/Checklist 
(Part 9) or Energy Design Report (Part 3), available here 
energystepcode.ca.  

ZERO CARBON STEP CODE

What requirements did Saanich adopt 
and how does this affect my project? 

• All Applicable Buildings

 › Building permits applied for on or after May 1, 2023 must 
be designed and constructed to meet or exceed GHG 
Emission Level 1 (Measure Only)

• Part 9 Buildings

 › Building permits applied for on or after November 1, 2023 
must be designed and constructed to meet or exceed 
GHG Emission Level 4 (Zero Carbon).

•  Part 3 Multi-unit Residential Buildings 6 storeys or fewer 

 ›  Building permits applied for on or after July 1, 2024 must 
be designed and constructed to meet or exceed GHG 
Emission Level 4 (Zero Carbon).

•  All Part 3 Buildings

 › Building permits applied for on or after November 1, 2024 
must be designed and constructed to meet or exceed 
GHG Emission Level 4 (Zero Carbon). 

•  Labelling

 ›  Prior to receiving an occupancy permit, an electronic 
copy of either an EnerGuide Rating System label, a 
Passive House Certificate or a standard comparable 
energy label acceptable to the District of Saanich should 
be submitted to the District and affixed to the building. 

How does this relate to the BC Energy 
Step Code?
The BC Energy Step Code regulates the energy efficiency of new 
buildings, whereas the Zero Carbon Step Code directly regulates 
their GHG emissions. 

Saanich adopted the Step Code in 2019.  However, as of May 
1, Saanich will be aligned with the provincial minimum energy 
efficiency requirements related to the BC Energy Step Code.

As with Step Code, it is recommended that applicants 
and design teams familiarize themselves with the 
requirements of the Zero Carbon Step Code early 
in the development and design process.

http://energystepcode.ca


Need more info? 
For information and resources on the BC Energy Step Code and Zero Carbon Step Code visit 
saanich.ca/stepcode and energystepcode.ca.  

For questions regarding Saanich’s implementation of the Zero Carbon Step Code please contact 
planning@saanich.ca or 250-475-5471.
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